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ABSTRACT
Interstitial and intracavitary brachytherapy plays an essential role in management of several
malignancies. However, the achievable accuracy of brachytherapy treatment for prostate and
cervical cancer is limited due to the lack of intraoperative planning and adaptive replanning. A
major problem in implementing TRUS-based intraoperative planning is an inability of TRUS to
accurately localize individual seed poses (positions and orientations) relative to the prostate
volume during or after the implantation. For the locally advanced cervical cancer patient, manual
drawing of the source positions on orthogonal films can not localize the full 3D intracavitary
brachytherapy (ICB) applicator geometry. A new iterative forward projection matching (IFPM)
algorithm can explicitly localize each individual seed/applicator by iteratively matching
computed projections of the post-implant patient with the measured projections. This thesis
describes adaptation and implementation of a novel IFPM algorithm that addresses hitherto
unsolved problems in localization of brachytherapy seeds and applicators. The prototype
implementation of 3-parameter point-seed IFPM algorithm was experimentally validated using a
set of a few cone-beam CT (CBCT) projections of both the phantom and post-implant patient’s
datasets. Geometric uncertainty due to gantry angle inaccuracy was incorporated. After this,
IFPM algorithm was extended to 5-parameter elongated line-seed model which automatically
reconstructs individual seed orientation as well as position. The accuracy of this algorithm was
tested using both the synthetic-measured projections of clinically-realistic Model-6711
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arrangements and measured projections of an in-house precision-machined prostate implant
phantom that allows the orientations and locations of up to 100 seeds to be set to known values.
The seed reconstruction error for simulation was less than 0.6 mm/3o. For the physical phantom
experiments, IFPM absolute accuracy for position, polar angle, and azimuthal angel were (0.78 ±
0.57) mm, (5.8 ± 4.8)o, and (6.8 ± 4.0)o, respectively. It avoids the need to match corresponding
seeds in each projection and accommodates incomplete data, overlapping seed clusters, and
highly-migrated seeds. IFPM was further generalized from 5-parameter to 6-parameter model
which was needed to reconstruct 3D pose of arbitrary-shape applicators. The voxelized 3D
model of the applicator was obtained from external complex combinatorial geometric modeling.
It is then integrated into the forward projection matching method for computing the 2D
projections of the 3D ICB applicators, iteratively. The applicator reconstruction error for
simulation was about 0.5 mm/2o. The residual 2D registration error (positional difference)
4

between computed and actual measured applicator images was less than 1 mm for the
intrauterine tandem and about 1.5 mm for the bilateral colpostats in each detector plane. By
localizing the applicator’s internal structure and the sources, the effect of intra and interapplicator attenuation can be included in the resultant dose distribution and CBCT metal
streaking artifact mitigation. The localization accuracy of better than 1 mm and 6o has the
potential to support more accurate Monte Carlo-based or 2D TG-43 dose calculations in clinical
practice. It is hoped the clinical implementation of IFPM approach to localize elongated lineseed/applicator for intraoperative brachytherapy planning may have a positive impact on the
treatment of prostate and cervical cancers.
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A

INTRODUCTION
Radiation therapy is an important modality for cancer treatment. According to NCI,

almost 50% of all cancer patients are treated with radiation. Radiation may be obtained from a
machine outside the body (external beam radiation therapy –EBRT), or it may come from
encapsulated radioactive sources placed inside the body in or near the cancer cells
(brachytherapy). In the brachytherapy treatment, the dose is delivered continuously, either over
the lifetime of the source to a complete decay (permanent implants) or over a short period of
time (temporary implants). The goal of brachytherapy is to apply radiation to kill cancer cells
and shrink tumors, while minimizing dose to the normal tissues. This goal is not always
achievable due to different types of uncertainties induced throughout the course of brachytherapy
treatment. These are mainly from (1) seed and applicator localization relative to the target
volume, (2) target volume definition due to image quality, (3) patient motion and anatomic
deformation during implantation, uncertainty about tumor extent, inter-observer tumor
delineation variation, etc. Among these sources of uncertainties, accurate seed and applicator
localization relative to the target volume using digital x-ray projections is the primary focus of
this thesis. Because of the rapid fall off of dose from the brachytherapy sources, small
differences in the pre-planned and actual localizations can lead to large differences in planned
and delivered doses. Also, accurate and complete localization of brachytherapy seeds and
applicators inside the patient 3D anatomy is essential to improve image quality by suppressing
metal streaking artifacts for more accurate target definition.
Several topics are discussed here to explain the overall clinical rationale for carrying out
the research for this thesis. A brief description of conventional methods for interstitial and
intracavitary brachytherapy (ICB) planning and treatment delivery is given. The major
limitations of the conventional methods for intraoperative seed/applicator localization are
reviewed. The topic is further narrowed down to developing and validating novel iterative
forward projection matching (IFPM) algorithm for brachytherapy seed and applicator
localization, which overcomes many of the difficulties of the conventional methods. Prostate and
cervical cancers are identified as the main clinical applications of this new method. Potential
application of dedicated ACUITY CBCT imaging system (Varian Medical Systems, Palo Alto,
9

CA) in conjunction with IFPM approach for localizing brachytherapy seeds and applicators, in
support of intraoperative brachytherapy planning is emphasized.
An estimated 192,280 new cases of prostate cancer occurred in the United States in 2009.
Prostate cancer is the most common cancer in men. According to American Cancer Society Facts
and Figures 2009 (ACS facts and figures), it was estimated that there were 27,360 deaths in
2009; prostate cancer being the second-leading cause of cancer death in men.
For early stage prostate cancer patients, brachytherapy –permanent interstitial seed
implantation (sources are implanted within the tumor volume) has become the standard treatment
procedure in many cancer centers in the United States. Improvement in the diagnosis of disease
at an early stage, and refinement in the brachytherapy procedures due to imaging, planning, and
treatment delivery has led to the popularity of permanent interstitial seed implantation. Image
guided brachytherapy has been shown to support long term diseases control comparable to
radical prostatectomy with a more favorable profile of complications.1 The overall prostatespecific-antigen (PSA) progression-free at 10-year survival rate is 80% to 90% for early stage
(low-risk) cancer patients.2, 3 Prostate seed implants are currently performed using 125I (Eavg ~ 28
keV, T1/2 ~ 60 days) and 103Pd (Eavg ~ 22 keV, T1/2 ~ 17 days) shielded radioactive sources under
template and image guidance (see Figure 1 (a)). The recommended total prescription dose to the
periphery of the target volume is ~144 Gy for

125

I and ~116 Gy for

103

Pd when a brachytherapy

is the sole treatment modality. Brachytherapy treatments can also be administered in
combination with EBRT to deliver localized doses to the patients. The main advantage of the
permanent seed implant over EBRT is to deliver higher doses to the tumor (increasing the
likelihood of destroying the tumor) and smaller doses to the surrounding healthy tissues.
Brachytherapy has become significant convenience over seven weeks of daily EBRT treatment
can be replaced by one day of outpatient surgical procedure. It is minimally invasive along with
fewer side effects4 and has resulted in continuous growth of this treatment modality.
The conventional approach of prostate seed implant involves a pre-plan method4,
(creating a treatment plan a few days or weeks before the procedure using transrectal ultrasound
(TRUS) images of the patient). The prostate is then implanted according to that pre-plan on the
10

treatment day. Post-implant localization (after 4 to 6 weeks of implantation) of brachytherapy
seeds implanted in the prostate allows for validation against the planned seed poses as well as the
opportunity to recalculate the actual delivered dose. As currently practiced, post-implant
dosimetry is performed using CT images acquired 4 to 6 weeks after the implantation to evaluate
the dose delivered to the 90% of the prostate (D90) and the volume of the prostate receiving the
full prescription (V100). However, this pre-plan method may introduce large uncertainties
because of the alternations in the prostate shape and size, patient re-positioning and setup errors.
A separate TRUS imaging is required to create a pre-plan, which causes discomfort in patient.4
To overcome the above difficulties , the American Brachytherapy Society (ABS)
recommended the use of intraoperative planning and dosimetry to allow for the adjustment in
seed placement to achieve the intended dose (without moving patient and TRUS probe between
the volume study and seed insertion procedure).5 However, the routinely used TRUS and
template guided prostate seed implant provides adequate imaging of the soft tissue anatomy but
it cannot localize all of the implanted seeds.6 A major problem in implementing TRUS-based
intraoperative planning is the inability (it can only localize about 60% of total the implanted
seeds) of TRUS to accurately localize individual seed pose (position and orientation) relative to
the prostate volume during or after the implantation.6 Reconstructing seeds from radiographic
projections and then fusing the seed coordinates with 3D TRUS is widely used in intraoperative
brachytherapy planning.7 However, the seed localization problem is difficult because of the
overlapping seed clusters, image distortions96 due to non-rigidly mounted non-isocentric C-arm
imager (due to change in orientation of image intensifier with the earth’s or other stray magnetic
fields), uncertainties in the projection geometry, and detector motion in/out of the plane,
inconstancy in seed count, patient motion, etc.
In addition to limited seed localization, TRUS has a number of limitations including an
anatomy distorted by the patient lithotomy position and intrarectal imaging probe. Thus postimplant CT is the current standard of practice for evaluating and reporting the delivered dose8-14,
however, it does not allow for altering and optimizing the treatment plan intraoperatively. In
addition to poor soft-tissue contrast and large (up to 8 mm when compared with axial magnetic
resonance images) prostate contouring errors15, 3D CT suffers from streaking artifacts arising
11
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performed with this source. All of the sources are encapsulated, and may be filtered to produce
gamma radiation of moderate energy. But the disadvantage is that the patient is required to
remain in hospital bed for the duration of the treatment. The patient has the applicator in for 4872 hours. In modern remote afterloading devices,

192

Ir (Eavg ~ 400 keV, T1/2 ~ 74 days) is the

commonly used radioactive source for outpatient interstitial and high dose rate (HDR)
brachytherapy with shorter treatment time (high specific activity). The major advantages of using
HDR systems over LDR systems are dwell-time optimization of dose distribution, more accurate
source/applicator

positioning,

reduced

geometric

uncertainty

due

to

better

patient

immobilization, etc. However, its relatively short half-life is a particular downside, since
frequent replacement of sources is required (typically 3 to 4 times annually). In addition, other
disadvantages in the use of HDR systems are uncertainty in biological effectiveness and the
potential risks for accidental high exposures and serious errors in the treatment delivery.
In current clinical practice, ICB planning is routinely performed manually utilizing 2D
orthogonal radiographs on which single source dose distributions are superimposed. No TRUS or
MR images are available for the planning purposes. Because of the poor lateral radiographic
image quality, it is very difficult to accurately estimate the source position in the bilateral
colpostats. A fast, automatic, and robust method is required to localize ICB applicators, in
support of intraoperative brachytherapy planning and adaptive replanning.
A.1

Conventional methods for brachytherapy seed localization

A.1.1 3D CT-based method
For each prostate brachytherapy patient, the ABS recommends5 that post-implant
dosimetry should be performed (at week four following the implantation) by localizing seed
positions using reconstructed 3D CT images.8-14 However, as reported in the literature9, 24 and
found from our clinical experience with VariSeed (Varian Medical System, Palo Alto, CA)
planning, this method frequently finds more than the actual number of implanted seeds, as the
same seed may appear in more than one slice. This is mainly because of the CT slice thickness
limitation and metal streaking artifacts. Difficulty in resolving overlapping seed clusters and
13

inter-slice spacing in reconstructed CT images are also the major causes that create difficulty in
localizing seed using CT images.
Several researchers have made valuable contributions to automate the process of seed
reconstruction from MRI or CT images. Roy et al.8 developed a semi-automated method for
reducing the number of seeds and later Feygelman et al.10 modified Roy’s method to
interactively determine physical seed locations from the post-implant CT images. The methods
presented by Brinkmann and Kline8 and Li et al.13 are based on data clustering, which determine
seed positions by grouping the separate spots in CT images. They showed that the algorithm was
able to identify the seed locations to within 1 mm of known locations but these methods are
limited by low resolution in the z-direction due to inter-slice separation. Because of the CT
slicing effect (partial volume averaging), a radioactive seed can appear on more than one CT
slice. To overcome this difficulty, Bice et al.9 designed an automated process for reduction of
source location, using the nearest-neighbor approach. Yue et al.12 developed another method
using a pair of orthogonal scout views and a stack of transverse cuts. Liu et al.14 presented a
geometry-based recognition method (i.e., larger overlapping cluster areas were split into smaller
ones by geometry-based filtering in each slice), which automatically determines the 3D seed
position of the seed centers in a CT study of the post-implant patients. The average error was
about 1.6 mm when compared against orthogonal-film technique. A promising brachytherapy
seed reconstruction method using seven digital-tomosynthesis (DTS) projections has recently
been applied to clinical datasets.43 In their method, seed-only 3D binary images were obtained by
back-projecting each detector pixel shadowed by an elongated seed based upon prereconstruction binarization of each projection. Then the seed orientation was estimated by
finding the major and minor axes of the each reconstructed 3D binary voxel cluster. However,
their method can not distinguish between orientations of seed clusters and individual seeds.
However, the current 3D CT-based post-implant evaluation process does not allow for
intervention during the implant procedure to improve the actual treatment outcomes. 3D CT
suffers from inconsistencies in both seed localization (mainly caused by CT slice thickness
limitation and streaking artifacts arising from the implanted metal seeds (see Figure 1 (b)) and
soft-tissue structure delineation. Also, intraoperative fan-beam CT installations in brachytherapy
14

suites are uncommon precluding intraoperative planning and would require moving and repositioning the patient from the operating room (OR) to the imaging room and then back to the
OR.
With the introduction of dedicated ACUITY cone-beam CT (CBCT) imaging system in
the OR for seed placement, the advantages of a rigidly-mounted intraoperative imaging system
and reconstruction of 3D anatomy in the same coordinate system can be combined.93 However,
the CBCT imaging system in our procedure room requires about 4 minutes (limited by constrain
on gantry speed) to acquire CT images and cannot provide useful images with the TRUS probe
and metal stirrups in the field of view.65 Therefore, the current CBCT imaging is able to support
only 2D projection based intraoperative brachytherapy guidance.
A.1.2 Back-projection (BP) methods
A more common approach to 3D seed localization is the BP of seed positions in 2D x-ray
projections using two-film17 and three-film18-23 techniques. For any given seed, BP localizes the
3D seed positions by ray-tracing from the projected seed positions backward along the projection
paths and finding the point of closet intersection for the projection rays as shown in Figure 2.
The two-film technique has raised the problem of matching seed ambiguity, by increasing
number of projection from 2 to 3 further reducing the risk of mismatching of the seed in the
projections. Taking the projections images from gantry rotations, Altschuler et al.21 used 3 noncoplanar projections and reduced the ambiguity in seed matching. The reconstructed implant
geometry is then fused to intraoperatively acquired ultrasound images, upon which dose planning
can be performed. However, in the widely studied BP methods24-34, 37, 38, corresponding seed in
each projection must be identified and matched. This is a difficult problem mainly because of
overlapping clusters27, 34, resulting in inaccurate seed localization due to mismatch or missing
seeds. While a few investigators have developed generalized BP algorithms38,

43

for

reconstructing seed orientation as well as position, they suffer from the same limitations as their
more widely used centroid localization methods.
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on BP algorithms24-34, 37, 38 for intraoperative planning. The main problems of these methods are
overlapping clusters and inconsistencies in seed count due to missing seeds33, 34, patient motion
between image acquisition36, image distortions30,
25, 26

position

96

and uncertainties in source and detector

on not-rigidly mounted non-isocentric C-arm imaging system due detector flex

(moving electrons inside the image intensifier are deflected by external magnetic fields96) which
complicates the seed reconstruction process as described earlier. One of the major challenges to
BP methods is localizing the seed positions on each projection and matching each seed from one
projection to the others24-35,

37, 38

–the so called correspondence problem. Some clinical BP

methods tried to manage this problem through morphological differentiation and identification of
seed images in the clusters by heuristic learning approach27, 28 or equally distributing the activity
of the missing seeds among the reconstructed seeds in the implant.17
Having far better spatial resolution, radiographic seed localization can address some of
the problems associated with CT-based method, including suppression of metal streaking
artifacts. Recent advances in imaging and treatment delivery technology such as ACUITY CBCT
now provide the opportunity to perform intraoperative dose reconstruction to further optimize the
implant.93 However, even with the resulting improvements in the calibration and stability of the
imaging geometry, seed reconstruction via BP method still remains problematic.
Several algorithms are available for reconstructing 3D seed pose, including seed
orientation, from measured 2D projections.24, 25, 38 The algorithms presented by Tubic et al.24, 25
use mathematical morphology to detect the center of the seeds as well as their orientation on the
2D image plane. This information (seed center and orientation in 2D) was then used to perform
3D reconstruction of each individual seed including orientation.90 However, their method fails to
correctly reconstruct seeds in large clusters of more than three seeds. Another approach,
proposed by Siebert et al.38, separately back-projects the tip and end positions of each seed
image and uses a heuristic search algorithm to efficiently solve the NP3 matching problem.
While in principle this method identifies seed orientation, no quantitative data were presented.
As currently practiced, conventional seed localization techniques only attempt to find the
center of the elongated line seeds (i.e., point source approximation) for dose calculation. By
17

directly measuring the individual 3D pose of each implanted brachytherapy seed, more accurate
Monte Carlo-based dose calculations (or 2D TG-43 dose calculations47) can be employed to
include the effect of 2D anisotropy and interseed attenuation on the resultant dose distribution.
The effect of seed orientation on the prostate dose volume histogram (DVH) for
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implants was studied by Corbett et al.44 They found that incorporating 2D anisotropy functions
into the dose calculation slightly improved (~1%) DVH accuracy relative to the isotropic point
seed model, but they did not report on local dose differences. However, the theoretical study
presented by Prasad et al.48 concluded that the actual dose rate may differ from the expected dose
rate by a factor of 2 when taking account of the anisotropy of the individual seeds. In the postimplants geometry using 125I and 103Pd seed, Lindsay et al.45 showed that omitting 2D anisotropy
corrections introduced large local dose variations that collectively exceeded 10% in 20% to 40%
of the target volume. Monte Carlo-based dose evaluations demonstrated that interseed
attenuation87,

89

may reduce D90 doses by as much as 5% and dose-calculation models that

account for the interseed attenuation and local seed anisotropy88 may deviate by as much as 7.5%
from one-dimensional point-source dose computations. Leclerc et al.90 showed as much as 6 to
7.5% errors for the D90 of the penile bulb and maybe about 2 to 4% for bladder and rectum when
ignoring 2D anisotropy.
A.2

Conventional methods for ICB applicator localization
Current ICB treatment planning uses orthogonal 2D radiographs to localize the

radioactive sources (tandem and colpostats) in the patient.16,

55

Because, this process involves

manual drawing of the source positions on films or digital images; it is time consuming and may
be prone to user error. Tandem sources are difficult to visualize in the 30% of cases for larger
patient (thickness greater than 38 cm) due to poor lateral radiograph quality as shown in Figure
3. The edges of colpostats are almost always obscured in the lateral view because of the pelvic
bone and the overlap of the two colpostats and the tandem shaft.55 Source tip and end positions
only localization using orthogonal films does not provide full 3D applicator pose in the CT
frame. So, it can not localize full 3D pose of applicator geometry that is needed to account for
intra- and inter-applicator attenuation maps for more accurate dose calculation or mitigation of
metal artifacts. Brachytherapy applicators have complex internal structures56-59, the pose of
18
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Fig.3. Orth
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Williamson
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ng the patien
nt with appllicator insertted on the faan beam CT table
often inaaccurately an
nd then retu
urning the patient
p
to thhe treatmentt room. It ccan cause paatient
discomfo
ort and may
y introduce large (up to
o 10 mm) ppatient setupp error pertaains to EBR
RT in
combinattion with high dose rate brach
hytherapy.64 Several m
methods arre availablee for
automatically localizzing ICB so
ources and applicators from 3D C
CT studies577,
brachytherapy cathetters.

80

61, 79

incluuding

The plastic
p
(low Z material)) applicatorss developed by Schoepppel et

al.79 doess not producce streaking artifacts in the CT imagges and has the ability tto shield porrtions
of the bladder
b
and rectum by using tungssten alloy sshields that are after-looadable withh the
radioactiv
ve sources. However,
H
th
he physical size of the appplicators geeometry was very large w
which
may causse patient diiscomfort. In
n the appliccator pose deeterminationn, it is difficcult to accurrately
segment and thresho
old fully plaastic applicaators componnents and ooverlap with bony structtures.
Weeks57 explicitly lo
ocalize appliicator and so
ource positioons, by deteermining parrticular geom
metric
d
froom the axiaal CT imagges. Lermaa and
features of the Fleetcher-Suit applicator directly
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Williamson61 have developed an approach in which a 3D rigid model of the external applicator
shape was rigidly registered to the corresponding surface that was manually contoured in the
reconstructed CT images. For typical ICB applicator orientations, they demonstrated that the
localization accuracy was about 1/3 of the slice thickness. By localizing the applicator internal
structure and the sources, the effect of intra- and inter-applicator attenuation can be applied to
include the effect of colpostats shielding in the resultant dose distribution.60
Since the streaking artifact arises from the metal applicator itself, the manually drawn
contour may introduce large error in dose evaluation. Applicators localization problem is closely
related to the problem of metal streaking artifacts. The widely used shielded vaginal
applicators67-68 produce severe streaking artifacts limiting the value of CT imaging for
segmenting critical organs at risk relative to the implanted applicators. The artifacts are mainly
due to under-sampling of the photons (photon starvation) on the detector plane68-71 that passes
through the metal object (high Z material) regions of patient scans. Over the past few decades,
the problem of metal artifact suppression has been studied extensively by restoring the missing
information in the sinogram region either using interpolation techniques68-71 or registering a prior
metal-free CT images.72 Another more general approach is to use iterative solutions. The
alternating minimization (AM) and other iterative statistical algorithms73-74 can provide artifactfree CT images of the soft tissues near implanted foreign metal bodies; provided that a priori
model of the metal object, including its pose, shape, and attenuation map is essential when using
AM image reconstruction to suppress metal streaking artifacts. Because of the excellent softtissue contrast, MRI-based applicator reconstruction82-84 could be the future trend. However, as it
is now, the cost associated with intraoperative MRI in brachytherapy suite causes their
instillations to be uncommon and MR-compatible applicators are expensive themselves.
Automatically reconstructing applicator poses from radiographic images (with high
spatial resolution) can address some of the problems associated with the post-operative CT as
described above. Therefore, there is a need for fast, fully automatic, and more accurate method to
localize ICB applicator to address some of the above mentioned problems.
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A.3

New method –iterative forward projection matching (IFPM) algorithm
A novel IFPM algorithm proposed by Drs. Murphy and Todor75 was adapted in this

research. A series of prototype codes, clinical workflows, and associated validation
methodologies were created for accurately localizing point (see section B) and elongated line
seeds inside patient 3D anatomy using as few as 3 synthetic and experimentally acquired
radiographic projections. The IFPM method was designed to avoid the major problems of BP
localization methods, such as the need to determine the seed correspondences between different
projections, the ambiguities presented by clustered or missing seeds in the projections, and
uncertainties in the projection geometry. It accomplishes this by iteratively adapting an initial
estimate of the 3D seed configuration that minimizes the pixel-by-pixel sum of the squared
intensity differences (SSQD) between computed projections of the estimated seed configuration
and radiographic projections of the implant until the computed seed images match the measured
ones. By matching the projection of the full seed configuration rather than individual seed
projections, IFPM intrinsically accommodates incomplete and ambiguous data by recreating the
overlapping seeds in the matching computed images.
This algorithm also allows the imaging viewpoints for the digitally reconstructed
radiographs (DRRs) to be adjustable parameters to accommodate gantry angle uncertainties up to
8o with respect to the first projection (i.e., the reference projection, which is not allowed to vary,
other imaging viewpoints are defined relative to the first projection in terms of rotation and
translation). This is a particularly useful feature if the images have been acquired using a mobile
C-arm imager.
This algorithm was generalized to reconstruct the 3D pose of implanted elongated line
seeds using a set of a few measured 2D projections (see section C). It was further extended to
localize larger metal objects in the brachytherapy treatment, for example ICB applicators
(tandem and colpostats) of arbitrarily-shape (see section D).
This thesis presents solutions for the localization of brachytherapy seeds and ICB
applicators via IFPM approach using few (3 to 10) measured digital x-ray projections that
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address some of th
he problemss as descriibed earlier including individual seed orienttation
ment, resolv
ving overlap
pping clusterrs and recoonstruct full 3D pose oof seed/appliicator
measurem
geometry
y. The main
n content of
o the present work cconcerns thee developm
ment and cliinical
validation
n of the two
o-step 3-parrameter IFPM
M algorithm
m, further deevelopment aand validatioon of
the generralized IFPM
M algorithm
ms (extension
n from 3-parrameter to 5 and 6-paraameter modeels to
localize elongated
e
lin
ne-seed and arbitrary-shaaped ICB appplicator, resspectively), ddevelopmennt of a
novel preecision-mach
hined multi--configuratio
on prostate lline-seed phaantom, evaluuation of IFPM’s
accuracy
y in the cliniccal setting an
nd investigattions of prinnciple limitattions of the aalgorithms.
A.4

ACUITY
A
CB
BCT for imag
ge-guided brrachytherapyy
The
T ACUITY
Y CBCT im
maging systtem used fo
for image-guuided brachhytherapy inn our

institute has
h the poten
ntial to supp
port more acccurate 3D seeed and appllicator localiization, intraa- and
post-operrative dose planning
p
for improving implant
i
quallity, and morre accurate ppost-implantt dose
evaluatio
on (see Figu
ure 4). Thee main advantage of tthis imagingg system foor brachytheerapy
procedurres is the relative ease and flexibillity of imag ing system positioning with the paatient
immobiliized on a su
urgical proceedure table. Availabilityy of intraopeerative 3D oor planar imaaging
allows th
he localizatio
on of brachy
ytherapy seed
d and appliccator relativee to the patieent’s 3D anaatomy
without moving
m
or reepositioning
g the patient.. This eliminnates the neeed to scheduule a separatte CT
imaging procedure following
fo
rellease of the patient
p
from
m the recoverry room andd allows incoorrect
ved/ correcteed on the spo
ot.
implants to be remov

Fig.4. ACU
UITY CBCT im
maging system
m in the brachyttherapy imaginng suite at our iinstitute (VCU
U health system
m)
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However, a significant challenge to brachytherapy CBCT applications is the streaking
artifacts caused by implanted metal objects in the patient scan regions. Metallic seed and
applicator can cause moderate to severe streaking artifacts on CBCT images that make
segmentation of soft-tissues difficult and eventually introduce large error in dose calculations. As
mentioned earlier, the artifacts are mainly due to undersampling of the photons on the detector
plane68-71 that passes through the metal object regions of the patient scans. The flat panel detector
(FPD) used in CBCT imaging has more prominent effect of streaking artifacts due to scattered
photons85 and associate noise propagation. These effects create pronounced streaking artifacts in
the reconstructed CBCT images. Therefore, more accurate pose estimate of the implanted metal
object (find the metal object boundary and its orientation in the sinogram region) in the patient
scan region is needed to study these effects and to suppress streaking artifacts. This is important
for metal streaking artifacts mitigation because if we overestimate the metal object we miss the
soft-tissue information on the metal object boundary regions where as if we underestimate the
metal objects we still have residual streaking artifacts.
As mentioned earlier, the metal streaking artifacts problem is closely associated with the
brachytherapy seed and applicator localization problem. The IFPM approach75-78 can contribute
to metal artifact mitigation solution by using high spatial resolution projections, rather than
streak-limited CT images for seed/applicator localization and by making accurate seed/applicator
pose estimates available as an input to the iterative CT images reconstruction algorithm.73-74
CBCT sinogram projections could be adapted to validate these algorithms in the clinical setting.
B

EXPERIMENTAL VALIDATION OF IFPM ALGORITHM –point seed model
The prototype IFPM algorithm was adapted from Murphy and Todor75 and

experimentally validated in this study. It finds the set of seed positions that minimizes the pixelby-pixel sum of the square intensity difference (SSQD) between blurred computed and
experimentally acquired auto-segmented projections of the seed array. IFPM starts with an initial
approximation to the seed configuration, e.g., the pre-planned seed arrangement and then
iteratively refines the 3D seed positions and imaging viewpoint parameters75 until the SSQD
converges. Then the x, y, z  coordinates of each seed are independently adjusted in an iterative
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search process until the computed projections optimally match the measured images (i.e., when
the total SSQD for all image pairs has been minimized).
The aim of this study was to experimentally validate IFPM algorithm using both the
phantom and post-implant patient’s datasets in a clinical setting. Two in-house brachytherapy
phantoms (12 and 72 seeds) and four selected low risk Stage-I prostate patients (60 to 81 seeds)
imaged for post-implant dose evaluation intraoperatively, (i.e. approximately 4 weeks after
implanting Theragenics Model 200

103

Pd interstitial sources) were included in this study. The

details of this research are published in Medical Physics, which is included as paper I.76
B.1

ACUITY image acquisition details and image post-processing
The image datasets of both the phantom (12 and 72 seeds) and patient (60, 62, 67 and 81

seeds) were experimentally acquired from the Varian ACUITY intraoperative imaging system
integrated in the brachytherapy treatment room for image guidance procedures in our institute.
Projection images were acquired in different gantry angle positions using the Varian 4030CB
imager. The detector is 40 cm × 30 cm with a 1024 × 768 image size resulting in pixel resolution
of 0.388 mm each. The ACUITY imaging geometry consists of a 100 cm source to isocenter
distance (SID) and a 150 cm source to detector distance (SDD). It was operated at 80 kVp, 80
mA, and 25 ms with an exposure of 2.56 mAs /projection. The IFPM projections were selected
from approximately 660 sinogram projections acquired for CBCT imaging. The choice of
perspectives was based on maximizing visibility of the implanted seeds in the projections and
avoiding excessively small angular parallaxes.
The post-processing involves a) cropping the images to a 256 × 256 pixel square region
of interest (ROI), b) normalizing the image intensity by finding its maximum and minimum
values in the image, c) morphological top-hat filtering to suppress the background, and d)
automatic thresholding using the 3-standard deviation value of the pixel intensity histogram to
create a binary marker for each seed in each projection in order to separate the seeds from the
background. The images were processed to create binary bitmap images with zero intensity in
the background and intensity of one over the area of each projected seed marker. In the phantom
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study, the seed centroids were ob
btained by computing
c
thhe center of mass for each elongatedd line
dy, it was rep
presented byy entire radioo-opaque maarker of the 103Pd
seed marrker. For the patient stud
seed (1.0
09 × 0.5 mm
m2) as show
wn in Figuree 5. This avvoids resolvving seed cllusters in thhe 2D
measured
d projectionss (paper I).

Fig.5. Onee image viewp
point showing an example of the image poost-processingg of the projecction image obbtained
from the Varian
V
4030CB
B digital simulaator; (a) raw prrojection imagee, (b) filtered im
mage, (c) seedd only image, aand (d)
blurred imaage used by IF
FPM algorithm for Patient III (81 implantedd Theragenics m
model 200 103P
Pd seeds).

The binaary images were
w
then co
onvolved witth a 2D Gauussian blurriing function to create diiffuse
spots witth a known intensity disstribution. This
T produce s smoothly-varying imaage gradientss that
can be co
omputed anaalytically in the computed projectioons to guide towards minnimization oof the
similarity
y, SSQD, an
nd speed up the
t convergeence of the m
matching proocess.
Initial seed configura
ation estimates and comp
puted projecction imagess
ned phantom
ms, we knew the exact seeed locationss (with machhined
For the precission-machin
nty of +/- 0.2
2 mm). The initial seedss configuratiion rk waas obtained bby perturbinng the
uncertain
known 3D
3 seed con
nfiguration, by adding a randomlyy chosen diisplacement from a uniiform
distributiion [-2.0 mm
m, +2.0 mm] in each of the
t three direections, resuulting in a mean displaceement
of 1.98 mm,
m where k is the seeed number, N is total nnumber of sseeds, and 0  k  N . In the
patient study,
s
the initial
i
estim
mate of the seed confiiguration

rk

was obbtained from
m the

ultrasoun
nd volume study
s
of the prostate of the patient, which givees x, y, and z coordinattes of
each seed
d centroids within
w
the pllanning target volume (P
PTV) for eacch patient. T
This pre-plann was
used as the
t initial gu
uess of the implant
i
seed
d configuratiion. Since thhis IFPM algorithm useed the
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CBCT reference frame, the TRUS-based pre-plan coordinates were transformed to the CBCT
coordinate system by using rotation, translation and scaling. As with the phantom study, the
transformed 3D seeds configuration (ultrasound-to-CBCT reference frame) was rotated and
translated for each imaging viewpoint and then projected on the imaging plane. The projected
seeds rk on the imaging plane were digitized to create the binary images and dilated one pixel
along each direction to reproduce

103

Pd seed like marker in the computed projections. The

computed binary images of image intensity were then convolved with the same 2D Gaussian
blurring function as used for measured projections.
Similarity metric and gradient search
The overall similarity metric, SSQD is the total of the pixel-by-pixel sum of the squared
intensity differences between the all blurred computed I c  u , v | rk ,  ,   and measured

I m u, v |  ,   seed image pairs (paper I);
SSQD rk |  ,      I c  u , v | rk ,  ,    I m  u, v |  ,   
 u ,v

2

(1)

where  u, v  are pixel indices in the 2D image plane, σ is the width of Gaussian blurring
function and 

is the gantry angle. The initial seed positions

rk were

iterated by

simultaneously adjusting 3D seed coordinates and the imaging viewpoints while projecting
computed images. The adjustment to each degree of freedom was calculated from the gradient of
SSQD with respect to that degree of freedom. After computing the analytical gradients to adjust
all free parameters, the process iteratively refines the 3D seed positions and each imaging
viewpoint parameters until the computed seed projections matched the measured projections of
the seed geometry. The computed and measured projections must have the same imaging
geometry, image size and pixel resolution. Three to six pairs of computed and measured
projection image datasets with corresponding imaging geometry were used for one
reconstruction process. The 3N seed positions plus 6 (l -1) degrees of freedom of the imaging
viewpoints are the freely moveable parameters in each iteration, where l = (3, M) is the imaging
viewpoint index and M is the number of projections.
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B.2

Validation
V
tesst with phantoms

The phan
ntom study shows very
y good agreeement betw
ween the IF
FPM seed ppositions andd the
physicallly measured precision-m
machined seed coordinatees.

Fig.6. Histtograms of the seed positionaal error for the 12 and 72 seedd phantom studdy.

For the 72 seeed phantom
m case, from
m one-to-onee corresponddence betweeen the measured
and comp
puted sets off seed coord
dinates, the root-mean-sq
r
quare (RMS) error was ffound to be (0.58
± 0.33) mm.
m The distribution of seed reconstruction erroors is reporteed in the hisstogram in F
Figure
6 where it
i shows that greater thaan 96% of th
he reconstruccted seed possitions are w
within 1 mm from
the meassured seed positions.
p
Fo
or the 12 seed phantom
m case, the R
RMS error w
was even sm
maller
(0.43 ± 0.24)
0
mm.
B.3

Patient study
n Figure 7 we
w show the convergencee process forr a configuraation of 81 sseeds: Patiennt III.
In

The threee imaging viewpoints were positiioned at 0o, ±20o gantrry angle. Since, the paatient
datasets have overlaapping seed clusters an
nd highly-miigrated seedds, we followed a two--stage
iterative process in which
w
the im
mages were in
nitially proc essed with a larger blurrring functionn and
then, afteer 1st step co
onvergence, the images were
w
reproceessed with a smaller bluurring functiion to
sharpen the
t resolution and compllete the conv
vergence to tthe final soluution.
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Fig.7. An illustration
i
of the
t iterative seequence morph
hing of the connvergence proccess, (a) initial estimate of thhe seed
configuratiion, (b) computed images after
a
first step
p of convergennce, (c) computed images aafter second sstep of
convergencce, and (d) the measured imaages at differen
nt gantry angle for Patient III.. Despite large differences beetween
the pre-plaanned seed geo
ometry (based on
o a TRUS vo
olume study acqquired about a week before tthe implant) annd that
observed four
f
weeks afteer the implant; IFPM was ablee to accuratelyy reproduce thee desired seed cconfiguration.

o the seed configuration
c
n (obtained from the TR
RUS pre-plann) is portrayyed in
The initiaal estimate of
the imagee group (a); the measureed images arre displayed in group (d)). Part (b) off the figure sshows
the iteratted seed configuration after 1st steep convergeence using tthe larger G
Gaussian bluurring
function;; part (c) sho
ows the finaal convergen
nce after sw
witching to thhe smaller bblurring funcction.
Comparison of (c) and
a (d) show
ws good ag
greement, inncluding replication of ooverlapping seed
clusters which
w
appeaars as brighteer or extendeed features inn the imagess (paper I).
Figure 8 show
ws the two-stage conveergence rate for the fourr example ppatient cases. The
w indicates that the pllateau region
n of the SS
SQD when switching llarger to sm
maller
red arrow
Gaussian
n width, for the examplee case patien
nt III. Simillar transitionns can be seeen for remaaining
patient’s convergence histories.
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Fig.8. The convergence rate
r of the two step IFPM alg
gorithm for the 4 example posst-implant patient cases; Red arrow
indicates th
hat the transitio
on from largerr to smaller Gaaussian spread for one of the test case. Onee-dimensional pprofile
of the sourrce attractive tw
wo-step blurrin
ng scheme can be seen in the inset.

For all example
e
casses, the IFP
PM convergeed in 16 too 22 iteratioons and in 4 to 7 iteraations
following
g reduction of Gaussian
n blurring fu
unction widthh with compputation tim
me of about 11.9 to
2.8 minu
utes/iteration on a 1GHz processor (rrunning timee depended uupon numberr of seeds ussed in
the implaants, i.e., thee number of free
f parametters to optim
mize).

Fig.9. Sup
perposition of measured seed
d images (whiite seeds) withh automaticallly detected seeed positions (black
markers) projected
p
on th
he detector plan
nes, (a) 0o gan
ntry angle, (b) -20o gantry anngle, and (c) +
+20o gantry anggle for
Patient III. While many seeds
s
coincide exactly, a few still exhibit siggnificant discreepancies.

An
A example of
o the reconstructed seed
d positions pprojected onn the digital simulator im
mages
is presen
nted in Figu
ure 9 (a), (b
b) and (c) where
w
the thhree projecttions are shhown at 0o, ±20o
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respectiv
vely, along with
w the auto
omatically obtained
o
see d positions (black markkers). From these
images, for every candidate
c
co
omputed seeed we emp irically calcculated the nearest-neigghbor
distance between thee computed and
a measureed seed posittions on eachh detector pllane -residuaal 2D
registratiion error. Th
he RMS erro
ors were 0.78
8 ± 0.56 mm
m (0o), 0.89 ± 0.49 mm ((-20o), and 00.82 ±
0.54 mm
m (+20o), resp
pectively. Co
omparison of
o the resultss obtained byy IFPM algoorithm, and those
obtained by the VariS
Seed (Varian
n Medical Sy
ystems, Paloo Alto, CA) planning proovided a meeasure
d
by IFPM,
I
as sum
mmarized inn Table I forr all examplee case
of the acccuracy in thee positions deduced
patients. Since we do
on’t know th
he ground trruth for the ppatient studyy, this seed localization error
includes not only th
he error fro
om the IFPM
M algorithm
m but also tthe error coontributed byy the
VariSeed
d planning system.
s
In Table
T
I we also show tthe residual 2D registraation error w
while
comparin
ng against measured
m
seeed projection
n in each imaage plane. Inn all cases thhe RMS vallue of
the seed registration error was better than 1 mm and maaximum seedd displacemeent (dmax) diid not
exceed 2.5 mm on th
he detector planes
p
(paperr I). Experim
ments showeed that increaasing the nuumber
of projecctions from 3 to 6 redu
uces this errror approxim
mately by a factor of

2 at the coost of

doubling
g computation time.

A novel IFPM
M method was
w experim
mentally vallidated to reeconstruct 3D brachytheerapy
seed con
nfigurations from
f
measurred 2D projection imagges. The iteraative processs doesn’t reequire
one to esstablish seed correspondeences between the projeection images. It also esttimates the ggantry
angle if unknown
u
or incorrect. This
T study sh
hows that IF
FPM provideed about 0.55 mm accuraacy in
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reconstructing the 3D positions of brachytherapy seeds when tested on 12 and 72 seed phantom
datasets using CBCT x-ray projections. In the patient study, we obtained better than 1 mm
accuracy tested against measured projection images.
By matching overall image content rather than individual seed projections, IFPM
intrinsically accommodates incomplete and ambiguous data (i.e., missing seeds in the measured
or computed projections) by iteratively recreating the overlapping seeds in the computed images
(paper I). It is also observed that IFPM successfully found the overlapping seed clusters and the
highly-migrated seeds.
To improve the accuracy of the seed localization validation study, we have designed and
fabricated a novel prostate seed implant phantom and tested IFPM performance against a more
accurate ground truth (paper II). Also, more extensive evaluation of the initial estimate as well as
more optimal search of the blurring parameter with elongated overlapping seed clusters is being
investigated as an extension of this method (paper II). Other geometric uncertainties such as
detector in/out of plane motion and inaccuracy in the magnification factor are also an area of
future investigation.
These early test cases of the IFPM algorithm found the  x, y, z  coordinates of the seed
centroids. The data presented here suggest that the IFPM algorithm works effectively for seeds
with radio-opaque components having an aspect ratio no larger than 2:1 ratio characteristic of the
Model 200

103

Pd source. Other currently available brachytherapy seeds satisfying this criteria

include the Prospera Model MED363139, IsoAid Advantage™ Model IAPd-103A40, and Best
Model 2335 sources.41 The point-seed model can not reproduce the alignment (orientation) of
highly elongated seed, such as Model 6711 125I. The IFPM method described in paper I does not
accurately localize seeds centers with un-process highly elongated radiographic markers. This is
because the disk-shaped binary seed image modeled by the forward projector within the
algorithm does not reproduce the binary images produced by cylindrical seeds in shape and size,
which can vary from a small disk to highly elongated rectangles depending on seed orientation.
For highly elongated seeds such as Model 6711

125

I, which dominate the market there are two

additional degrees of freedom for each seed that describe their orientation in the 3D space.
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Therefore, our next developmental priority is to model an entire elongated line-seed and match
with the measured projections. This allows IFPM to estimate individual seed orientations and
locations that has been characterized by five degrees of freedom of each line-seed model (paper
II).
Innovation/Impact
Our results demonstrate ~1 mm accuracy in reconstructing the 3D positions of
brachytherapy seeds from the measured 2D projections of the post-implant patients. IFPM
successfully localizes overlapping clustered and highly migrated seeds in the implant. Postimplant imaging is currently done four weeks after implant but can potentially be done
intraoperatively via CBCT to permit immediate post-implant dosimetry assessments. The fully
automatic IFPM algorithm is accurate, robust, and capable of completing a reconstruction in a
few minutes using state-of-the-art workstations and is therefore a highly promising tool for
implementing fusion-based intraoperative brachytherapy planning a reality.
B.4

Sinogram interpolation and CBCT image reconstruction
Metallic 103Pd or 125I seeds cause moderate to severe streaking artifacts on CBCT images

introducing errors in soft-tissue segmentation, deformable image registration and CT-based dose
calculation. Accurate identification of the metal seed boundary and its orientation in the
sinogram region is very important for metal streaking artifacts suppression. Overestimation of
the seed regions on the sinogram projections results in the loss of soft-tissue information on the
boundary regions where as underestimation results in the residual streaking artifacts from
metallic seeds themselves.
Once the accurate feature (metal object boundaries) of the implanted seed from the
measured sinogram is obtained, the seed only image can be subtracted from the original
projections. The missing soft-tissue information’s obscured by the metal seed can be recovered
by 2D interpolation between the edges of the each metal seed region as shown in Figure 10.
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Fig.10. Seeed features ex
xtraction and removal
r
from the sinogram projections fo
for a post-impllant patient, (aa) raw
projection image showin
ng implanted 60
6 103Pd brachy
ytherapy seedss in one projection, (b) filteered image reggion of
interest (R
ROI), (c) seed
d only imagee ROI, and (d
d) same projeection image after using 22D natural-neiighbor
interpolatio
on over each metal
m
seed regio
on only.

The
T 2D naturral-neighbor interpolatio
on method86 was used too interpolatee inward from
m the
pixel vallues correspo
onding to th
he boundary of the nonzzero pixels iin the graysccale image. After
completin
ng interpolaation (i.e. recovering missing sooft-tissue infformation oobscured byy the
implanted metal seed
ds), the proccessed ROI encompassin
e
ng implant w
was insertedd into the oriiginal
projection (see Fig
gure 10) an
nd the corrrected projjections weere sent foor CBCT im
mage
reconstru
uction. An in
n-house FDK
K algorithm
m65 was usedd to reconstrruct CBCT images withh and
without removing
r
seed images frrom projectiions. Projecttion images were normaalized by divviding
with the norm phanttom calibratiion data. Th
he reconstruccted imagess were 512 × 512 with vvoxel
0.5 × 0.5
5 × 3 mm3. Ramp
R
filter was
w used to filter
f
sinograams before bback-projecttion. In Figuure 11
(a) and (b)
( it shows the reconstrructed ROI of a transveerse central slice imagees with seeds and
removed seeds. The corrected im
mages exhibit significanttly improvedd image quallity in and arround
the prostaate.
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Fig.11. Ceentral slice off the reconstru
ucted CBCT im
mage-ROI of Patient I, (a) without seedd projection reemoval
showing sttreaking artifacts, and (b) with
w projected seed image suuppression shoowing significaant streak reduuction;
some resid
dual artifact remains because only aboutt 30% of seedds could be ssegmented in the right/left lateral
projectionss.

Fig.12. Co
omparison of im
mage-intensity profiles along
g horizontal redd lines in Figurre 7, showing 44.5-fold reducttion of
streaks afteer correction, (b)
( uncorrected
d minus correctted difference image, clearlyy illustrating gllobal effects off metal
streaking artifacts.
a

The
T image prrofiles and a difference image on a single centrral slice are shown in F
Figure
12 (a) an
nd (b). The streaking artiifact is reducced by a facttor of 4.5 annd artifact sppatial extendd. Our
preliminaary results indicate
i
thatt this metho
od can be ussed to mitiggate metal streaking artifacts
specific to
t the brach
hytherapy seeed implant geometry. B
By reducingg streak and associated noise
propagation artifactss, significantt clinical value can be aadded to braachytherapyy CBCT imaaging.
ng the auto-segmentation method particularly iin the lateral views andd applying sccatter
Improvin
subtractio
on with beaam-hardenin
ng correctio
on will imprrove the CB
BCT imagee quality foor the
intra/posttoperative brrachytherapy
y patient’s im
mages.
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Our 5-parameter model (see section C) can be extended from CBCT sinogram projections
to fan-beam CT sinogram to estimate the seed pose. After obtaining the elongated metal seed
features, one can interpolate the sinogram over seed only regions and reconstruct images with
removed seed. IFPM has a potential to replace seed localization method based on postreconstructed 3D CT images and become the new industry standard.
C

RECONSTRUCTIONS OF SEED ORIENTATION AND POSITION VIA
GENERALIZED IFPM ALGORITHM –line seed model
Point-seed model (paper I) does not reproduce the alignment (orientation) of highly

elongated line seeds. For the highly elongated line seeds such as Model 6711
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I, there is

sufficient information in the projections to constrain not only the seed locations but also the two
additional degrees of freedom per seed that describe their orientations in the 3D space. The
point-seed matching IFPM algorithm75-76 was generalized (gIFPM) to reconstruct individual seed
orientations as well as positions. This extended 5-parameter line-seed model finds the set of seed
pose parameters that minimizes the pixel-by-pixel SSQD between computed and measured autosegmented projections of implanted seeds. The gIFPM starts with an initial approximation to the
seed configuration, e.g., TRUS pre-planned seed arrangement, and then iteratively refines the 3D
seed poses and imaging viewpoint parameters75-76 until the SSQD converges. Then the

 x, y, z, , 

coordinates of each seed are independently adjusted in an iterative search process

until the computed images optimally match the measured images.
The rationales for extending our 3-parameter point-seed to 5-parameter line-seed model are as
follows,
a) Our previous work (paper I) demonstrated that the point-seed model can not accurately
estimate the centroids of un-processed elongated line seeds because of the requirement
that computed projections produce seed shadows that closely approximate the shape and
size of the actual seed binary images. gIFPM is better because it does not require an extra
image processing step to isolate each individual seed and will be more accurate than
IFPM because it is working with more information in the 2D projections.
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b) As currently practiced, conventional seed localization methods only attempt to find the
center of the elongated line seeds (i.e., point source approximation) for dose calculation.
Resolving overlapping seed clusters in the implant is another major difficulty of the
conventional methods. By directly measuring the individual 3D pose of each implanted
brachytherapy seed, more accurate Monte Carlo-based dose calculations (or 2D TG-43
dose calculations47) can be employed to include the effect of 2D anisotropy and interseed
attenuation on the resultant dose distribution.
c) Digital extraction and removal of elongated line seed features (metal object boundary and
its orientation) from measured 2D sinogram projections is worthwhile for reducing metal
streaking artifacts by re-projecting each metal seed boundary onto the sinogram so that
the missing information can be recovered from the surrounding soft-tissue image texture
by 2D interpolation. By reducing streak and associated noise propagation artifacts,
significant clinical value can be added to brachytherapy CBCT imaging.
The main aim of this study was to generalize and experimentally validate a novel algorithm for
reconstructing the 3D pose of implanted brachytherapy seeds from a set of a few measured 2D
CBCT x-ray projections. Numerical simulations of clinically realistic brachytherapy seed
configurations were performed to demonstrate the proof of principle. A precision-machined
multi-configuration brachytherapy seed phantom was designed and fabricated to experimentally
validate this algorithm. This phantom supports precise specification of seed position and
orientation of up to 100 seeds at known values for computed implant geometries. The details of
this research are accepted for publication in Medical Physics, which is included as paper II.77
C.1

Characteristics of gIFPM algorithm and the objective function

The general characteristics of the line-seed model (paper II) are highlighted below.
a) An initial estimate of the seed configuration is obtained from the clinical pre-treatment
TRUS volume studies of the actual patient as described in paper I.
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b) In practice, the Bresenham line drawing algorithm46 is used to represent each seed by a
finite set of equally-spaced points between two end points, r1 and r2 of the seed in the 3D
space as shown in Figure 13.
c) The similarity metric (objective function) and the gradients of the similarity with respect
to three positional  x, y, z  and two orientation  ,   coordinates of each seed can be
computed analytically.
d) Provided that the 2D seed images can be segmented, it is not necessary to calculate
complete DRRs of the estimated seed configuration via attenuation ray tracing through
the patient’s anatomy –it is sufficient to project line segments modeling the 3D structure
of each seed along the rays from x-ray source to detector. This avoids the timeconsuming task of computing complete DRRs.
e) Our IFPM approach does not require transforming cylindrical seed images into point-like
landmarks. Instead, we match elongated line-seed features in the 2D images including
overlapping seed clusters. This avoids a major difficulty encountered by BP methods:
resolving seed clusters and isolating each seed centroid before reconstruction.
f) Reconstruction accuracy of overlapping seed clusters and highly migrated seeds can be
improved by adapting a two-step blurring scheme, in which the output of the 1st step
convergence is used as an input for the 2nd step with reduced Gaussian blurring (paper I
and II). The optimal values of σ1 and σ2 were obtained from trial and error for each seed
configuration.
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Fig.13. Elo
ongated line seed
s
of length,, L is characteerized by the seed center (bblack dot) positions, x, y, z  and
orientation
n coordinates,

 ,  angle-pair in the worldd coordinates fframe; where, z is the axis off implantation.

Similarityy metric and
d gradient seearch
D), which describes the “similaarity”
The
T
metric sum-of-squ
uared-differeences (SSQD
between all grayscalee images, I c  u, v | rk , Ωk  ,  ,   of a candidate set of the seeed poses rk , Ωk 
and the correspondiing experim
mentally acq
quired or “m
measured” iimages,

I m u , v |  , 



at

nominal gantry anglee , is given by
b (paper II)),
SSQ D rk , Ω k  |  ,   

   I  u , v | r
c

u ,v

k

, Ω k  ,  ,    I m  u , v |  ,   

2

(2)

os  ,sin  sin
n  , cos  k is
where, Ωk   sin  co
i the directi
tion cosine vvector whichh is related tto the
original pose angulaar variables  ,  k for each
e
seed k in the 3D space and  u, v  is thhe 2D
n
grradient of th
he similarityy, SSQD witth respect too three posittional
detector plane. The nonlinear
and two orientations degrees of freedom weere analyticaally computeed, for exam
mple, with reespect
to x coorrdinate,



  SSQD xk  2 Ic  u, v | rk , Ωk  , ,    Im  u, v |  ,   Ic  u, v | rk , Ωk  , ,   xk 
  u,v


(3)
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Since, the brachytherapy line seed has rotational symmetry around the axis of rotation; we
computed one derivative per seed per degree of freedom with respect to the each seed center
coordinates. Because the image grayscale intensities are represented entirely by the Gaussian
blurring function, the grayscale image gradient, I c  u, v | rk , Ωk  ,  ,   xk for each seed was
calculated analytically from the computed image for that degree of freedom. Similarly, we
computed the first derivatives of SSQD with respect to the other spatial and angular coordinates.
Detailed derivations of the gradient calculation can be found in the appendix (paper II). See
algorithm workflow in appendix 1.
The perturbation to each degree of freedom was computed from the gradient of SSQD
with respect to that degree of freedom. Since, the brachytherapy line-seed has rotational
symmetry around the axis of rotation; we computed one derivative per seed per degree of
freedom with respect to each seed center coordinates. The steepest-descent search process with a
parabolic approximation uses the gradient to iteratively refine the 3D seed pose and imaging
viewpoint parameters until the iterative process converges (typically 6 to 20 iterations). At least
two, but preferably three or more pairs of computed and measured projection image datasets with
corresponding imaging geometry are required for one reconstruction process.
C.2

Validation via simulated implant geometries
Simulated line-seed implants were created by obtaining clinical pre-plan seed

configurations based upon pre-treatment TRUS volume studies of actual patients, which gave the
x, y, and z coordinates of each seed centroids within the planning target volume. These
coordinates are transferred to the CT coordinates system and then modified to obtain extended
line seeds (L = 4.5 mm and 0.8 mm diameter) in 3D space and assigned θ = 0, φ = 0 for each
seed as shown in Figure 9, where, z –needle direction. More realistic synthetic measured
projections (3 to 10) were created by randomly sampling centroid locations, from uniform ±2.0
mm distributions in each direction. Similarly, θ and φ-values were sampled from the uniform [π/6, π/6] and [-π/2, π/2] distributions, respectively.
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Fig.14. An
n illustration of
o the converg
gence process for a 60 seeed simulated implant, (a) innitial estimatedd seed
configuratiion with “straig
ght seeds” derived from a paatient pre-plan,, (b) computedd images after cconvergence w
with 1
= 2.8 mm, (c) computed images after co
onvergence wiith 2 = 1.8 mm
m and using pooses (b) as the initial configurration;
and (d) thee true/syntheticc measured imaages, where the rows represeent different gaantry angles. T
The gIFPM algoorithm
was able to
o reproduce oriientation of eacch individual seed including overlapping cllustered and higghly migrated seeds.

Using
U
these perturbed
p
seeed configurrations, threee synthetic measured pprojection im
mages
were com
mputed for different
d
CB
BCT gantry angles. Thee perturbed sseed distribuution represented
the true configuratio
c
ns which wee wished to determine. The source to detector ddistance wass 150
cm and source
s
to objject distancee was 100 cm
m with magnnification factor of 3/2. The images were
288 × 288 pixels squ
uare and had a resolution
n of 0.388 mm
m/pixel. Theese images w
were submittted to
the seed reconstructtion processs. When iteeration startss with the initial estim
mate of the seed
nds the new estimate off the 3D pose and the im
maging view
wpoint
configuraation for eacch trial it fin
parameteers, such as gantry
g
angles until the co
omputed proojections mattch the meassured ones.
ows an exam
mple of the iterative m
matching proccess for a siimulated im
mplant
Figure 14 sho
ng of 60 seeds. The threee projection
ns have ganntry angles oof 0, ±30.. The initial seed
consistin
configuraation was ob
btained from
m a patient’s pre-planneed implant ggeometry asssuming the seed
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axes to be
b parallel to the gantry
y axis. Com
mparison of tthe final com
mputed imagges 14 (c) tto the
measured
d images (d
d) shows excellent
e
ag
greement, inncluding repproducing ooverlapping seed
clusters which
w
appeaar as brightter and/or ex
xtended seeed group im
mage featuress (paper II).. The
gIFPM algorithm
a
su
uccessfully found
f
seeds that were placed as fa
far as 5 mm
m from theirr preplanned positions.
p
Th
his case requ
uired 11 iterrations in the 1st step (G
Gaussian widdth, σ1 = 2.8 mm)
with com
mputation tim
me of aboutt 12 min/iterration and 4 iterations in the seconnd step (σ2 = 1.8
mm), witth computatiion time of about 16 miin/iteration oon a 1 GHz processor (ccomputationn time
depended
d upon num
mber of seed
ds used in th
he implants,, i.e., the nuumber of frree parameteers to
optimize in each iteraation).

Fig.15. Th
he similarity metric
m
score vs.. iteration num
mber for the tw
wo step gIFPM
M algorithm foor the four sim
mulated
patient casses: 56, 60, 66,, and 70 seed configurations
c
. The transitionn from larger tto smaller blurrring for the 66 seed
configuratiion is shown by
b the black arrrow. The one--dimensional iimage-intensityy profiles in thhe inset illustraate the
difference in capture rang
ge for the two blurring
b
levels.

Figure 15 sho
ows the con
nvergence off the objectivve function score for thhe four simuulated
patient im
mplants, wh
here the blaack arrow in
ndicates the plateau reggions of the similarity w
when
switching
g from first step to seco
ond step iterrations. Simiilar transitioons can be sseen for the other
patient caases converg
gence historiies. Several experimentss were perforrmed to test the accuracyy and
robustnesss of the gIIFPM algoriithm, includ
ding arranginng the seedd geometry to simulate seed
clusters and
a overlapss of increasin
ng complexiity in more thhan one or m
more projecttions (e.g., 22, 3 or
seeds ov
verlapping in one or more
m
than one
o projecti on, etc.). F
Figures 14 aand 16 illustrate
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successful resolution of more than 4 seed clusters consisting of up to 5 seeds in the cluster on
more than one projection. We found that gIFPM could accurately determine seed poses with
clusters consisting of as many as five seeds. Table II summarizes the accuracy of gIFPM
reconstructions for four simulated implants derived from patient cases. In all cases, the RMS
seed position error was less than 0.7 mm and the maximum error did not exceed 1.5 mm. The
RMS orientation errors were found to be about 5o for the both angular coordinates.
Table II. Accuracy of gIFPM reconstructed poses for 4 simulated implants derived from patient preplans. The root-mean-square (RMS) value and standard deviation for the positional and orientation
coordinates are reported. The maximum displacement (Max. error) of the seed position is also reported.
Patient #
Gantry
Total no. of
(No. of seeds) angles (o) iterations
gIFPM vs. true seed pose
RMS error
Max.
RMS error in
in seed position
error
seed orientation (o)
(mm)
(mm)
θ
φ

I (56)

II (60)
III (66)*
IV (70)

0
+20
-20
0
-30
+30
0
-20
+20
0
+30
-30

15

0.63 ± 0.45

1.32

4.4 ± 3.2

5.3 ± 3.1

14

0.53 ± 0.43

1.19

3.9 ± 2.7

4.4 ± 3.8

11

0.68 ± 0.54

1.46

5.2 ± 5.7

5.8 ± 5.3

16

0.65 ± 0.52

1.38

6.0 ± 2.8

6.2 ± 3.2

* Two extra seeds in the pre-plan

Figure 16 illustrates the convergence process for Table II Case III in which ambiguities
are created by incomplete (two seeds missing from the true implant but present in estimate) and
excessive (one additional seed-like artifact in the measured projections with no counterpart in the
computed images) data. The difference images in Figure 16 (d) shows that in both cases the twostep iterative convergence process closely reproduces the measured seed projections (paper II).
However, the gIFPM algorithm converged robustly to an optimal solution of the seed
configuration that was only slightly perturbed in the region adjacent to the additional or missing
seed images. Since difference images readily identify the additional and/or missing seeds, gIFPM
could be rerun with a modified initial configuration having the correct number seeds and/or seedlike objects which would slightly improve reconstruction accuracy.
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Fig.16. Illu
ustration of gIF
FPM seed reco
onstruction for simulated casee III in Table I for a single projection. In thhe first
row (+20°)), 66 seeds are present in the simulated imp
plant derived ffrom the preplaan but 68 are aassumed in the initial
seed config
guration, (a) with
w seed axes parallel
p
to the gantry
g
axis. In the second row
w (+20°), 66 seeeds are presennt both
in the initiaal estimated co
onfiguration an
nd in the simulaated implant allong with an addditional seed--like artifact whhich is
present in the measured
d images, (a) initial estimaate of the seedd configuratioon, (b) compuuted images att final
convergencce, (c) the syn
nthetic measureed images corrresponding to tthe “true” seedd configurationn, and (d) diffference
between im
mages (b) and
d (c). The red
d arrow and ellipse
e
in (d) iindicates the eextra seed(s) found by gIFP
PM at
convergencce.

C.3

Validation
V
viaa physical ph
hantoms –in
ntegration to clinical pracctice

Brachyth
herapy phanttom design –a
– multi-conf
nfiguration pprostate seedd phantom
An
A in-house precision-m
machined ph
hantom that realizes clinnically realiistic Model--6711
seed pro
ostate implaants with known
k
posittions (±0.1 mm accuraacy) in eacch directionn and
orientatio
ons (±1o for θ and φ ang
gles) was bu
uilt [see Figuure 17 (a) annd (b)]. As the acrylic pplates
are intercchangeable individual
i
seeed poses arre adjustablee and many different seeed configuraations
can be realized.
r
In
n this study
y, three clin
nically realistic brachyttherapy seeed configuraations
containin
ng totals of 50,
5 72 and 76
7 seed dataasets were reealized on thhe phantom. For the 500 seed
case, deccayed Modeel 6711

125

I seeds obtaiined from O
Oncura Inc. were used. In that casee, we

modeled only 3 mm
m radio-grap
phically visib
ble radio-oppaque markeer. For the remaining ccases,
machined
d stainless stteel cylinderrs (4.5 mm lo
ong by 0.8 m
mm in diameeter) were ussed.
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seed

(a)

(b)

Fig.17. Clo
ose-up photogrraphs, (a) an accrylic slab of the
t phantom coontaining Moddel 6711 125I seeeds; where thee polar
angle θ is defined
d
as the angle
a
between implant axis and
a the major aaxis of the seedd. It was assignned across the slab at
different orrientation for each
e
seed (see inset). The aziimuthal angle, φ was assigned by using the adjustable refference
grid drawn
n for each seed
d in known oriientation, and (b) multi-confi
figuration preciision-machinedd phantom asssembly
with all 8 replaceable slabs.
s
This phaantom was used to create ddifferent seed configurationss to test the ggIFPM
algorithm seed
s
localizatio
on accuracy in the clinical setting (see papeer II for more ddetailed).

Acquisitiion and proccessing of meeasured radiiographic prrojections
To
T experimeentally valid
date this allgorithm, thhe phantom was imageed on a V
Varian
ACUITY
Y imaging sy
ystem which
h is used forr performingg image-guidded brachythherapy inserrtions
in our deedicated bracchytherapy su
uite. CBCT images of thhe phantom w
were acquireed for a com
mplete
gantry ro
otation aroun
nd the phantom capturin
ng approximaately 660 prrojections thrrough 360o uusing
a Varian 4030CB flaat panel deteector. Three to ten radioographic proojections at 5o to 10o anngular
intervals were selectted from thee full set CB
BCT x-ray pprojections bbetween ±300o gantry anngles.
pectives wass based on maximizing
m
visibility off the implannted seeds iin the
The choiice of persp
projections and avoid
ding excessiv
vely small parallaxes.
p
The
T image po
ost-processin
ng was perfo
ormed as desscribed earlieer (see B.1 ffor more detaailed)
except th
he gIFPM method
m
does not require transformingg cylindricaal seed images into poinnt-like
landmark
ks. Instead, we matcheed elongated line-seed features inn the 2D images incluuding
overlapping seed cllusters. This avoids a major diffficulty encoountered byy back-projeection
methods:: resolving seed clusterrs and isolatting each seeed centroidd before recconstruction.. The
binary im
mages were then
t
convolv
ved with thee same 2D G
Gaussian bluurring functiion that was used
for the computed
c
projection
p
to
o create diff
ffuse elongaated seed linnes with a known inteensity
distributiion. This pro
oduces smoothly-varyin
ng grayscalee image graddients that ccan be calcuulated
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analyticaally in the co
omputed projjections to guide
g
towardds minimizattion of the obbjective funcction,
SSQD an
nd speed up the converg
gence of the matching pprocess. An example casse of image postprocessin
ng is shown in Figure 18
8.

Fig.18. An
n example casee of the image post-processin
ng of the projeection images obtained from
m the Varian 40030CB
digital sim
mulator, (a) raw
w projection im
mage, (b) filterred image, (c) binary seed only bitmap im
mage, and (d) bblurred
grayscale image
i
using the gIFPM algorrithm for 76 seeed phantom daatasets.

Fig.19. (a)) Similarity meetric score vs. iteration num
mber for the tw
wo-step gIFPM
M algorithm foor the three exxample
physical phantom
p
seed configuration
ns. The transittion from largger to smallerr blurring filtter for the 500 seed
configuratiion is highligh
hted by the blaack arrow, and (b) superposittion of measurred seed imagees (black line seeds)
with autom
matically detectted seed poses (green line seeeds) for 76 seedd phantom dataasets.

Figure 19 (a) show
ws the conv
vergence of the objectivve function for the threee example seed
configuraations derived from thee same phan
ntom, wheree the black arrow indiccates the pllateau
region where
w
the alg
gorithm transition from the larger too smaller G
Gaussian widdth. Figure 119 (b)
shows seeed-by-seed superpositio
on of the reeconstructedd (green) andd measured (black) shoowing
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near coin
ncidence ach
hieved by 3D
D-to-2D imaage registrattion and seeed reconstrucction in a unnified
method.

Fig.20. Hiistograms of the seed locaalization error for the 76 sseed phantom datasets, (a) positional, annd (b)
orientation
ns error.

The
T seed reconstruction error was computed
c
byy directly coomparing the computed seed
coordinattes with thee known seeed poses obtained from
m the precisiion-machineed phantomss. We
performeed ad hoc po
ost-reconstru
uction match
hing by findiing, for eachh ground truuth 3D seed pose,
the neareest reconstructed seed pose that minimizes
m
thhe 3D Eucllidean distaance and anngular
variabless between computed
c
(g
gIFPM) and physically measured sseed pose. For the 76 seed
phantom case, from one-to-one correspond
dence betweeen the two sets of seedd coordinatees the
8 ± 0.57) mm
m. The θ an
nd φ angle diistributions w
when using three projecctions
RMS errror was (0.78
were fou
und to be (5
5.7 ± 4.9) and
a (6.0 ± 4.1),
4
respecctively. The seed reconnstruction errror is
reported in the histo
ograms in Fiigure 20 (a) where it shhows that 977% of the reeconstructedd seed
m the measu
ured seed loccations, (b) shows that ggreater thann 95%
positionss are within 1.5 mm from
of the reeconstructed seed orientations are within
w
8o froom the meassured seed oorientations. This
case requ
uired 15 iteraations in the 1st step (Gaaussian widthh, σ1 = 2.8 m
mm) with com
mputation tim
me of
about 18 min/iteratio
on and 4 iteraations in the second stepp (σ2 = 1.8 m
mm) with com
mputation tim
me of
about 22
2 min/iteratio
on or more on a 1 GH
Hz processorr. Table III summarizess the accuraccy of
gIFPM reconstructio
r
ons for threee measured implants deerived from
m the same pphantom. W
With 6
projections these errrors reduceed by appro
oximately a factor of

2 at the ccost of douubling

computattion time.
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Table III. Accuracy of seed poses deduced by the gIFPM algorithm for three seed configurations
realized by our physical phantom and imaged on the VCU ACUITY system. The root-mean-square
(RMS) value and standard deviation for the positional and orientation coordinates are reported while using
3 vs. 6 experimentally acquired projections. The maximum displacement (Max. error) of the seed position
is also reported.
No. of No.
of Total no. of
gIFPM vs. true seed pose
seeds
projections
iterations
RMS error in
Max. error RMS error in
seed position (mm) (mm)
orientation (o)
θ

φ

3

19

0.78 ± 0.57

1.88

5.7 ± 4.9

6.0 ± 4.1

6

21

0.67 ± 0.47

1.56

4.6 ± 3.6

4.5 ± 3.3

3

17

0.72 ± 0.48

1.74

5.0 ± 3.8

5.7 ± 3.3

6

18

0.56 ± 0.52

1.37

3.8 ± 2.9

4.2 ± 3.7

3

15

0.75 ± 0.46

1.78

4.9 ± 3.3

5.3 ± 3.8

6

16

0.59 ± 0.42

1.44

3.2 ± 2.8

4.3 ± 2.9

76**

72**

50*

** Line seed made up of stainless steel (4.5 mm long and 0.8 mm in diameter)
* Actual Model 6711 125I dummy seed (3.0 mm × 0.5 mm radio-opaque marker)

An example of the reconstructed seed configurations projected onto imaging planes is
presented in Figure 21. For all non-clustered computed seed images, we empirically calculated
the seed centroids (center of mass of each seed region) and orientation angles (angle between the
x-axis and the major axis of each seed) in each 2D image plane and compared with those
obtained from the measured seed images at convergence. The residual 2D registration errors
were 0.69 ± 0.55 mm (+5 degree), 0.83 ± 0.56 mm (-20 degree), and 0.79 ± 0.58 mm (+20
degree) for nearest-neighbor displacement and 5.4 ± 3.9° (+5 degree), 6.9 ± 6.2° (-20 degree),
and 6.7 ± 5.1° (+20 degree), respectively for polar angle (paper II). This indicated very good
agreement between measured and computed seed images.
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Fig.21. Sup
perposition off measured (wh
hite) and comp
puted (black) liine seed imagees projected onn the detector planes
for gantry angles of (a) +5
+ o, (b) -20o, and
a (c) +20o for 76 seed phanntom configuraation. While m
many computedd seeds
coincided exactly
e
with th
he measured on
nes, a few still reveal
r
small diiscrepancies.

A novel algo
orithm for acccurately reccovering 3D
D pose of im
mplanted bracchytherapy seeds
from as few as 3 prrojections was developeed. The geneeralized IFP
PM algorithm
m provides bbetter
than 0.7m
mm/6o accurracy in recon
nstructing the 3D pose oof brachytherrapy seeds w
when tested oon 50
to 76 seeed phantom datasets
d
usin
ng CBCT x-rray projectioons. The testt trials converged in 10 to 20
iterationss when using two-step
p blurring and alwayss arrived att the globaal minimum
m. By
comparin
ng overall im
mage conten
nt rather than
n individual seed poses, the gIFPM method doees not
face a co
orresponden
nce problem between seeed identities in the sevveral imagess as standarrd BP
methods.. It correctss for uncertaainties in th
he measuredd projectionn geometry by adjustingg the
imaging system view
wpoint.
As
A of now, su
ubtracting th
he measured
d images fro m the compputed imagess at converggence,
one can locate extraa-seed(s) in the implant.. As future work, one ccould considder automatiically
ng over- and
d under-counted seed(s)) in the impplant and ree-running thhe reconstruuction
correctin
process to
t obtain thee optimal match. More extensive innvestigation of the initiaal estimate oof the
seed con
nfigurations using TR
RUS pre-plaan geometrry along w
with the poost-implant seed
arrangem
ment of the model
m
6711

125

I seed paatient’ need to be perfoormed to furrther validatee this

algorithm
m. This iteraative pose seearch method
d has not beeen fully opttimized for sspeed. Improoving
the comp
putation efficciency will involve
i
not only the codde developm
ment but alsoo investigation of
other graadient search
h algorithmss (such as conjugate graadient, New
wton’s methood, etc.) whiich is
also an arrea of futuree development.
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The results presented in this part of the research demonstrate that the gIFPM algorithm
works well for seeds with radio-opaque markers having an aspect ratio equal to 6:1or larger
(characteristic of the Model 6711

125

I source). Other

125

I brachytherapy seeds satisfying this
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constraint include the selectSeed , (Amersham 6733 seed, IsoAid Advantage, DraxImage LS-1,
Source Tech Medical STM1251)50, Model symmetra51, Model 901152, and Best Model 230153
sources allowing gIFPM estimate individual seed orientations as well as locations. Extension of
this IFPM approach to localize larger metal objects in the brachytherapy treatment, for example
ICB applicators (tandem and colpostats) of arbitrary-shaped, is being investigated as further
generalization of this method (paper III). By incorporating five degrees of freedom search
capability, the IFPM approach (which does not require matching of corresponding images on
each projection) can be easily extended to localization of cylindrically symmetric objects (e.g.
implanted fiducial markers or brachytherapy needles, whose aspect ratios are 6:1 or larger).
Innovation/Impact
gIFPM is a novel approach which is able to accurately reconstruct individual seed
orientation as well as position, thereby permitting more accurate Monte Carlo-based or 2D TG43 report47 dose calculations to be performed. In addition, generalized IFPM is more robust and
tolerant of missing data than BP methods and has the potential to make intraoperative dose
reconstruction more feasible. Post-implant dosimetry performed four weeks after implant may
now be supplemented by intraoperative dose reconstruction via CBCT to provide more
immediate dosimetric feedback and assessment via gIFPM seed localization from 2D
radiographic projections.
Another potential application could be improvement of CBCT image quality for the
intra/postoperative brachytherapy patient’s images. Accurate identification of the metal seed
boundary and its orientation in the sinogram projections is very useful for suppressing metal
streaking artifacts by re-projecting each metal seed boundary onto the sinogram so that the
missing soft-tissue information can be recovered by interpolation from the surrounding softtissue image texture (see section B.4 for more detailed). Reconstruction of CBCT images with
corrected (i.e., removed seeds) sinogram projections can then be performed.
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D

LOCALIZING

INTRACAVITARY

BRACHYTHERAPY

APPLICAOTRS

VIA

GENERALIZED IFPM ALGORITHM –applicator models
The IFPM algorithm75-77 was further generalized to localize 3D pose of non-cylindrically
symmetric rigid objects, such as intracavitary brachytherapy (ICB) applicators. Because of the
non-rotational symmetry of the arbitrarily-shaped ICB applicators, we must extend our 5parameter pose-search approach to 6-parameter applicator models which is needed to completely
characterize the ICB applicators. Starting with an initial estimate of the applicator poses, this 6parameter expanded applicator-model finds the set of applicator pose parameters that minimizes
the pixel-by-pixel sum of the square intensity difference (SSQD) between blurred computed and
measured auto-segmented projections of the applicators. Then the three positional  x, y, z  and
three orientations  , ,   coordinates of each applicator model are independently adjusted in an
iterative search process until the computed projections optimally match the measured images.
See algorithm workflow in appendix 2.
The main aim of this study was to present a novel method for localizing the 3D pose of
radio-opaque objects of known but arbitrarily shape from a small set of 2D x-ray projections, in
support of intraoperative brachytherapy planning. The applicator model is a mesh of discrete
points derived from a complex combinatorial geometric (CCG) modeling58 of the actual
applicator. Numerical simulations of clinically realistic ICB configurations were performed to
demonstrate the proof of concept. Actual intrauterine tandem and bilateral colpostats images
obtained from the ACUITY imaging system in our brachytherapy imaging suite were used to
experimentally validate this algorithm. The details of this research are accepted for publication in
Medical Physics, which is included as paper III.78
D.1

Description of Fletcher-Weeks applicator
A low dose-rate (LDR) manual afterloading system using

137

Cs sources loaded into

Weeks57 CT-compatible Fletcher-Suit applicator [see Figure 22] was used in this study. The
applicators consist of thin-walled central tandem and aluminum colpostats. It contains retractable
tungsten-alloy shields. The main purpose of using retractable shields is two-fold. First, it reduces
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the dose delivered to
o bladder and rectum (ph
hotons emittted by the soource towarrd the rectum
m and
bladder are
a obliquely
y filtered) an
nd second, it produces reelatively artifact-free CT
T images shoowing
the implaant location relative to the
t pelvic so
oft-tissue strructures (onnly the thin-w
walled alum
minum
applicato
or casing was
w present in the CT studies). D
During an iintracavitaryy proceduree, the
applicato
ors as shown
n in Figure 22
2 without raadioactive soources or tunngsten shields are insertted in
the patieent. After im
maging the applicator
a
sy
ystem, the rradioactive sources alonng with tunngsten
shields are
a afterload
ded into the applicator through
t
the channels inn the colposstats and tanndem
handles and
a treats thee patient unttil the prescrribed dose is delivered.

Fig.22. ICB
B applicator sy
ystem used to trreat locally adv
vanced cervicaal cancer

D.2

Origin
O
and features of PT
TRAN geomeetric modeliing system
The
T PTRAN Monte Carrlo photon-trransport codde58,

60, 61

w
was used to model arbittrary-

shape IC
CB applicators. The codee, initially created
c
for ddosimetry appplications iin brachytheerapy,
was adap
pted to the problem of computing
g kilovoltagge radiograpphic projections of the ICB
applicato
ors. The pho
oton transpo
ort model in
ncludes phottoelectric abbsorption wiith productioon of
fluoresceent photons, Compton scattering inccluding elecctron bindingg effects, cooherent scatttering
and prod
duction of bremsstrahlu
b
ung radiation
ns. Many ddifferent estiimators andd post-proceessing
options are
a supported
d. Given a completed geeometric mo del, the codee package suupports poinnt and
segment classificatio
on as well as advanced raay-racing thrrough the appplicator com
mponents.
The
T volume based
b
CCG modeling
m
co
ode58 was useed to obtain the initial estimate of thhe 3D
applicato
or models (i..e., mathemaatical repressentation of the applicattor models including intternal
structure as well as outer surfacce). PTRAN
N uses set thheoretic deffinitions of rregion bounndary,
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interior, and exterior, and complex regions as set-theoretic unions, intersections and differences
of the complex regions (i.e., mathematically defined geometric objects). Each component of the
complex applicator region in a 3D model was characterized by its position, orientation, shape
and size (paper III). These parameters were extracted from the micrometer measurements and
orthogonal radiographs of the complicated applicators.60,

61

Such complex modeling of the

applicator geometry is essential to obtain partial transmission through the applicator components
and to obtain more accurate Monte Carlo dose distributions.
D.3

Geometric modeling of Fletcher-Weeks applicator
A model of the CBCT projection geometry is made and positioned at M different

locations and orientations specified by translation and rotation matrices for each projection. A
phantom made up of uniform elliptical water sphere of volume 1100 mm3 was modeled. After
successful modeling of the applicator components in the 3D space as described above, 2D
projection images were computed using CBCT projection geometry. As shown in Figures 23 (a),
(b), and 24 (a), (b), (c) detailed 2D images of the 3D geometric models of each applicator
component can be computed by applying advanced ray-tracing routine. The source-to-detector
distance was 150 cm and the source-to-isocenter distance was 100 cm. The detector was 40 cm ×
30 cm with a 1024 ×768 image size and pixel resolution of 0.388 mm each.

(a)

(b)

Fig.23. CBCT projection images obtained from the PTRAN Monte Carlo ray-tracing routine, (a) central intrauterine
tandem (with 42.44o curvature), and (b) left colpostat model, where the grayscale image background represent
uniform elliptical water cylinder. The black line segments in the tandem clearly show the stepping source position at
different dwell time. The line source position is also shown in the left colpostat. The image intensity values
represent an arbitrary integer number assigned to each material component in the model (paper III).
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Fig.24. Co
omputed CBCT
T projection im
mages of the biilateral colposttats and centraal intrauterine ttandem, reprodducing
clinical LD
DR treatment arrrangement wh
hen using merg
ge code.60 Anyy angle projectiion around 3600o gantry rotatioon can
be acquired, for examplee, in this case, (a) projection with -30o, (b) projection witth 0o, and (c) pprojection withh +30o
y.
gantry angle, respectively

The
T
PTRAN
N Monte Caarlo-based ray-tracing
r
approach suuccessfully obtained ppartial
transmisssion through
h the applicaator compon
nents. Howevver, as it is now, the m
major downsiide is
the largee computatio
on time (sev
veral minutes) required to compute one single projection oof the
applicato
or geometry.. Projection computatio
on efficiencyy can be im
mproved eithher using graphic
processorr unit (GPU)) or some oth
her fast DRR
R calculationn scheme. Foor now, in oorder to overcome
this diffiiculty, we have represen
nted the enttire applicatoor geometryy by a fine mesh of disscrete
points (i..e., mathemaatical repressentation of the entire aapplicator) uuniformly distributed ovver an
Aluminu
um shell of an actual ap
pplicator thaat were deriived from P
PTRAN voxxelized geom
metric
modeling
g. The voxeelized applicator modell was then integrated into the geeometric forrward
projectorr (see algoritthm workflo
ow in appen
ndix 2) for ccomputing uupdated DRR
Rs and iterattively
matched with the meeasured projeections.
D.4

Adapting
A
5-parameter mo
odel objectiv
ve function tto 6-parametter pose searrch
Our
O generalizzed IFPM algorithm
a
described in ppaper II can not accurattely localizee ICB

applicato
ors of arbitraary-shape. Th
his is becausse of the nonn-cylindricaal symmetry about the axxis of
rotation of the comp
plex shape of
o the largee ICB appliccators. To ssolve this prroblem, we have
further generalized
g
our
o 5-param
meter line-seeed pose-sear
arch algorithhm to 6-paraameter appliicator
models to
t completelly localize the
t ICB app
plicators in 3D space. The new ggeneralized IIFPM
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algorithm requires six pose parameters to fully describe each of the N applicators k  1,  , N
(typically N = 3 for a tandem and bilateral colpostats) in the world coordinate system (WCS)
which takes the isocenter of the imaging system as its origin and has X, Y, Z directions defined
by the x axis is left-right, the y axis is anterior-posterior, and the z axis is superior-inferior
direction, for a patient in supine position with feet pointing away from the gantry stand. For the
k-th applicator model  t x , t y , t z ,  ,  ,  k where, t k   t x , t y , t z k , denotes the WCS coordinates of
the origin of k-th applicator’s local coordinate system and the three Euler angles Θ k   ,  ,  k
describe its orientation of this local coordinate system in WCS relative to CBCT isocenter
around the x, y, z axes, respectively. Each applicator model is described by a fine mesh of Qk
points: rk  rik | rik  Ak , i  1,, Qk  derived from the CCG applicator model when Θ k  
and t k   as described above. Typically, a mesh of 1 × 1 × 1 mm3 was used.
A model of the CBCT projection geometry was made and positioned at M locations and
orientations (gantry angles for ACUITY) specified by translation and rotation matrices for each
image viewpoint. In the extrinsic detector model, the orientation of each isocentric projection in
the world coordinate frame was defined by the angles , ,  which describe rotations of the
detector image plane around the x, y, z axes, respectively. After this, the mathematical
representations of the actual applicator models were positioned at a simulator couch relative to
the CBCT isocenter (aligning along the z-direction) by defining its translations and rotations. The
detector model was parameterized by describing its magnification, image center, image size and
pixel resolution. The source to isocenter and isocenter to the detector distances were denoted by
S and D, respectively. The parameterized 3D applicator model was then forward projected
(geometric projection) on the 2D detector planes using CBCT projection geometry and updated
iteratively to match with the measured projection images.
In this approach, each applicator model moves (rotates and translates) independent to the
others in the 3D space, computes new projections at different gantry angles and then iteratively
match with the measured projections until the SSQD converges. In this way, the voxelized 3D

54

geometric model of arbitrary shape is integrated into the forward projection matching method for
computing the 2D projection images of the 3D ICB applicators geometry, iteratively (paper III).
Similarity metric and gradient search
The overall similarity metric, SSQD is the total of the pixel-by-pixel sum of the squared
intensity differences for all M blurred computed, I c  u, v | rk , Θk  ,  ,  and the experimentally
acquired (measured) I m u , v |  ,   applicator image pairs (paper III),

SSQD rk , Θk  |  ,     I c  u, v | rk , Θk  ,  ,   I m  u, v |  ,  


2

(4)

u ,v

The initial pose parameters rk , Θ k  of each applicator were iterated by simultaneously adjusting
3D applicator pose while projecting computed updated image I c  u, v | rk , Θ k  ,  ,  for each
gantry angle  and re-evaluating the objective function, Equation (4). The pose updates were
calculated from the first derivatives of SSQD with respect to each degree of freedom. The
Gaussian blurring used in the projection images provides analytical grayscale image gradient that
extended away from the applicator components. The blurring creates a “source attractive”
potential well around each applicator that extended its tail beyond the applicator itself. It had the
effects of attracting applicators to each other between the measured and computed projection
images and accelerating the convergence of the iterative minimization search.
The nonlinear gradient of the similarity, SSQD with respect to 3 positional and 3
orientations degrees of freedom were computed analytically; for example, with respect to xcoordinate,



  SSQD xi,k  2 Ic  u, v | rk , Θk  , ,  Im  u, v |  ,  Ic  u, v | rk , Θk  ,, xi,k 
  u,v


(5)

and similarly for the remaining pose coordinates. The grayscale image gradients,

 i.e.,



I c  u, v | rk , Θ k  ,  ,  xi , k and so on with respect to (x, y, z) positions and (α, β, )

orientations coordinates were computed from the blurred computed images for each applicator
model and obtained the best (mean) gradients. That is, to provide a single derivative with respect
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to each degree of freedom for updating rk , Θ k  , I c u, v  xk was averaged over all pixels

 u, v  contained

within the shadow of the k-th arbitrary-shape applicator model (i.e.,

I c  u , v  xk and so on). The applicator components such as a tandem and bilateral colpostats

were treated as an individual rigid object, making sure that each applicator had 6 degrees of
freedom in 3D space. Detailed derivations of gradient calculation can be found in the appendix
(paper III). The same steepest-descent gradient search method as described in section C.1 was
used for updating the pose parameters in the iterative matching process.
D.5

Validation via simulated applicators geometries

Intrauterine tandem localization
The numerical simulation studies have been performed to demonstrate the reproducibility
of the known 3D pose of the intrauterine tandem. The 3D model of the intrauterine tandem was
obtained from the PTRAN CCG modeling when Θ k   and t k   described in the previous
section. After obtaining the 3D model of the applicator, user specified pose parameters for each
applicator component relative to CBCT isocenter and the models were aligned along the zdirection. This was the true pose of the applicator model which we wished to determine. Using
this applicator model, three true/ synthetic measured projection images were computed using the
CBCT projection geometry at different gantry angles. The projected applicator on the imaging
plane was masked to create the binary bitmap images, making sure image intensity = 0 in the
background and intensity = 1 over the area of the projected applicator. The 3D applicator model
was shifted by a displacement ±2.5 mm in each coordinate axis and rotated ±8o around each
rotation axis. This was our initial estimate. Both the true/ synthetic measured and computed
images were blurred using 2D Gaussian blurring function with a known intensity distribution.
This produces smoothly-varying grayscale image gradient that can be calculated analytically in
the computed projections to guide towards minimization of the objective function. The source to
detector distance was 150 cm and source to object distance was 100 cm with magnification
factor of 3/2. The images were 576 × 576 pixels square and had a pixel resolution of 0.388 mm.
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The
T true/synthetic measured images were sub mitted to thhe applicatoor reconstruuction
process. When iterattion starts with
w the initiial estimate of the appliicator model for each trrial it
finds thee new estim
mate of the 3D
3 pose parrameters unntil the comp
mputed projections matchh the
measured
d ones.

Fig.25. The similarity meetric score vs. iteration
i
numb
ber of gIFPM aalgorithm for a synthetic meaasured digital-taandem
datasets, (b
b) point-by-po
oint superposittion of the reconstructed taandem (black) with synthetiic measured taandem
(green); sh
howing near coincidence achiieved by 3D-to-2D applicatorr registration.

In
n Figure 25 we
w show convergence raate history ffor the digitaal-tandem foor one of the trial.
In this case the conv
vergence waas reached in
i 9 iteratioons with a tootal computtation time oof 40
second on
o a 1 GHz processor.
p
All
A test trials converged iin 8 to 12 itterations. Thhe voxel-by-vvoxel
coordinattes of the reeconstructed tandem (blaack) were o verlaid withh the true/syynthetic measured
tandem (green),
(
dem
monstrating the
t overlap achieved
a
byy the applicaator localizattion methodd. The
mean positional and
d angular errror was foun
nd to be (0..28, 0.3, 0.337) mm, andd (0.9, 0.8, 1.0)o,
respectiv
vely (paper IIII).
Combineed applicatorrs –Intrauterrine tandem and bilateraal colpostatss
The
T 3D mod
dels of the applicator
a
co
omponents ((tandem, rigght and left colpostats) were
obtained from the PT
TRAN comb
binatorial geeometric moodeling as ddescribed earrlier. The tanndem
and colpo
ostats were placed
p
so th
he tandem bi-sects the coolpostats on the lateral vview. The tanndem
fell midw
way between
n the colposstats and parrallel to the body axis oon AP view.. The separaations
between colpostats were
w 25 mm, 35 mm and
d 45 mm for each trial, reespectively. This was thee true
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pose of the
t applicato
or models which
w
we wished
w
to dettermine. Using these appplicator moodels,
three tru
ue/ synthetic measured projection
p
images weree computed using the C
CBCT projeection
geometry
y at differentt gantry anglles.

Fig.26. An
n illustration of
o the iterative convergencee process for a simulated iimplant consissting of tandem
m and
bilateral co
olpostats for a 25
2 mm colposttats separation. Column (a) innitial estimate of the applicattor configuratioon, (b)
computed images at conv
vergence, (c) th
he true/synthetic measured im
mages, and (d) the difference between (b) annd (c),
where the rows
r
representts different gan
ntry angles. Thee red line in thhe 3rd row indiccates that the reeference of the initial
estimate with
w respect to the measured images in parrt (c). The genneralized IFPM
M algorithm waas able to reprroduce
each appliccator pose, as well
w as overlap
pping componeents.

The projeected applicators on the imaging plaane were maasked to creaate the binarry bitmap im
mages.
Each 3D applicator model
m
was shifted
s
by a displacemeent ±2.5 mm
m in each cooordinate axis and
rotated ±8
± o around
d each rotattion axis. This was oour initial estimate of the appliicator
configuraations. Both the true/ sy
ynthetic meaasured and ccomputed im
mages were bblurred usinng 2D
Gaussian
n blurring ass described above. For each trial, tthe iterationn took the innitial estimaate of
applicato
or poses and
d then the 3D
D pose param
meters of eaach applicatoor model weere independdently
adjusted until the com
mputed projeections matcched with thee measured oones.
Figure 26 sho
ows an exam
mple of the iterative m
matching proccess for a siimulated im
mplant
ng of full IC
CB applicattors (intrautterine tandeem and bilaateral colposstats). The three
consistin
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projections have gan
ntry angles of
o 0, ±30.. The small difference iin Figure 266 (d) shows very
good agrreement betw
ween the meeasured and computed bbinary imagees at converrgence, incluuding
reproducing overlapp
ping applicaator componeents. Figure 27 shows cconvergence rate historiees for
the comb
bined applicator geomettries. All tesst trials convverged in 100 to 12 iterattions with a total
computattion time of about 1 min
nute on a 1 GHz
G processoor.

Fig.27. Co
onvergence maatching rate of generalized IFPM algorithhm for the thrree simulated full ICB appplicator
configuratiions.

The
T comparisson is summ
marized for all
a three simuulated casess in Table IV
V. In all trialls the
differencce errors werre less than 1 mm and 2o for each oof the positioonal and anggular coordinnates,
respectiv
vely (paper IIII).
Table IV. Accuracy of gIFPM reconstrructed poses fo
or 3 simulated ffull applicator system configuurations. The
pplicator comp
ponent position
n and orientatioon coordinates is reported.
difference for the each ap
Separation
n
between th
he
colpostats (mm)

Imagee
viewp
point
used (o)

25

0, -30
0, +30

35

0, +20
0, -20

45

0, -30
0, +30

plicator
App
com
mponents

dem
Tand
R. co
olpostats
L. co
olpostats
Tand
dem
R. co
olpostats
L. co
olpostats
Tand
dem
R. co
olpostats
L. co
olpostats

gIFPM vs. trrue applicator ppose
Diffference in appplicator
Difference iin applicator
possition (mm)
orientation (o)
Δx
Δy
Δz
Δα
Δβ
Δ
Δ
0.41
0.599
-0.38
-0.98
0.78
1..86
0.18
-0.566
0.48
2.03
1.71
-0.89
-0.38
-0.488
0.61
-0.85
2.04
1..95
0.15
-0.377
0.46
0.89
0.95
-0.86
-0.32
-0.155
0.36
1.56
-0.74
1..62
-0.28
0.544
-0.51
-0.87
1.42
0..73
-0.18
0.277
0.34
-0.86
-0.64
-0.72
0.14
0.188
-0.35
0.46
0.58
0..65
-0.20
0.344
0.52
0.87
1.06
-0.56
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Several experiments were performed using different gantry angle combinations as well as
different initial starting configurations of the applicators in the course of this study.
Theoretically, one should expect SSQD = 0 at the convergence, i.e., all computed applicators
images should exactly match with those measured. However, from Figure 27, for the combinedapplicators geometries, it is evident that the SSQD did not exactly converge to zero (i.e. less than
3% difference between measured and computed applicator images), showing less than optimal
convergence (i.e., trapping in local minima). That means if the initial estimate of the applicators
configuration is far apart from the measured configuration there is a chance of less than optimal
matching. Finite width of the detector pixel size may also affect the convergence rate of gIFPM
algorithm (in principle the larger the pixel size, the less than optimal the convergence).
D.6

Validation via actual applicators geometry –integration to clinical practice

Acquisition and processing of radiographic projections
The projection images of the actual applicators (tandem and bilateral colpostats) were
obtained from the ACUITY CBCT digital-simulator used for image-guided brachytherapy
procedures in our institute. The detector was 40 cm × 30 cm with a 1024 × 768 image size and
pixel resolution of 0.388mm/pixel. The image post-processing involved a) cropping the images
to 576 × 576 pixels square; b) normalizing the image intensity by finding its maximum and
minimum values in the image; c) morphological top-hat-filtering to suppress the background,
and d) automatic thresholding using the 3-standard deviation value of the pixel intensity
histogram to create binary applicator only images in each projection in order to separate the
applicators from the background. This produced binary bitmap images with intensity = 0 in the
background and intensity = 1 over the area of the projected applicator. One example case of
some of the major steps of the image post-processing is shown in Figure 28. The binary images
were then convolved with a 2D Gaussian blurring function to use by gIFPM algorithm.
The initial estimates of the applicators configurations were derived as described in
section D.5 above. For each trial, the separations between the colpostats were 30 mm, 40 mm,
and 50 mm, respectively.
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Fig.28. On
ne image viewpoint showing
g the image po
ost-processing steps of the exxperimentally measured applicator
componentts, a) original raw image, b)) filtered imag
ge, c) applicatoor only binaryy image and d)) blurred appliicators
image with
h known intenssity distribution
n used by geneeralized IFPM aalgorithm.

For the meassured applicaator images,, there weree no ground truth appliccator coordinnates.
The appllicator registtration errorr was compu
uted by re-pprojecting thhe gIFPM appplicator posses at
convergeence onto th
he 2D imag
ge planes, overlying th
the computeed and meaasured appliicator
projections, and calculating the nearest-neigh
n
hbor positionnal differencce between tthe measuredd and
computed
d applicator positions in each image
i
planne. An exaample of thhe automatiically
reconstru
ucted applicaator poses prrojected on the
t measuredd digital sim
mulator images is presentted in
Figure 29
9.

(a)

(b)

(
(c)

Fig.29. Sup
perposition of experimentally
y acquired binaary images (whhite) with autom
matically reconnstructed appliicators
positions (black)
(
projecteed onto the deetector planes, (a) 0o gantry aangle, (b) -30o gantry angle, and (c) +30o gantry
angle, resp
pectively when
n using 40 mm colpostats sep
paration. The reesidual 2D reggistration error was less than 1 mm
for the intrrauterine tandem
m and about 1..5 mm for the bilateral
b
colposstats on each im
mage plane.

From theese images, we empiriccally calculaated the resiidual 2D reegistration errror betweenn the
computed
d and experiimentally measured
m
app
plicators imaage pairs at cconvergencee (paper III). The
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center of mass difference between measured and computed tandem for the entire tandem was
used, while the center of mass difference between the measured and computed source center
location for the bilateral colpostats was estimated.
Table V. The residual 2D registration error between computed and measured applicator projection in
terms of 2D radial difference in each image plane. The center of mass difference between measured and
computed tandem of the entire tandem at convergence is reported, whereas the center of mass of the
difference between the measured and computed source position at convergence is empirically calculated
for the right- and left colpostats.
Separation
Applicator
gIFPM vs. measured applicator position at convergence:
between the
components
residual 2D registration error (mm)
measured
colpostats (mm)
gantry = 0o
gantry = -30o
gantry = +30o
30

40

50

Tandem
R. colpostats
L. colpostats
Tandem
R. colpostats
L. colpostats
Tandem
R. colpostats
L. colpostats

0.88
0.93
1.25
0.67
1.14
0.96
0.58
0.87
0.72

1.12
1.88
1.75
0.89
1.46
1.67
0.91
1.46
1.58

1.16
1.57
1.93
0.78
1.81
1.66
0.75
1.42
1.54

Table V shows the residual 2D registration errors between the measured and computed
applicator components in each image plane. In all cases, the majority of the 2D radial difference
of the applicator registration error was about 1.5 mm or less and no error exceeded 2.0 mm in the
detector plane. This indicated good agreement between measured and computed applicators
projections. Several experiments were performed to test the accuracy and robustness of the
gIFPM algorithm, starting with different initial estimates and gantry angle combinations. This
novel algorithm is accurate, fast and completely automatic to localize radio-opaque applicators
of arbitrary shape from measured 2D x-ray projections and has a potential for intraoperative
brachytherapy planning.
To improve the accuracy of the applicator localization validation study, one could
consider designing a precision-machined pelvic phantom that houses ICB applicators and test the
gIFPM performance against a more rigorous ground truth. It is observed that the computed
applicator poses at convergence vary to some extent (see section D.5 for detailed explanation),
depending on the initial starting configuration, indicating less than optimal convergence, i.e.,
trapping in local minima. The dependence of convergence rate and accuracy on the initial
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estimate needs more extensive investigation. Our current gIFPM implementation is limited to
estimating the 3D applicator pose. Incorporating geometric uncertainties such as gantry angle
inaccuracy and detector displacement and orientation into the estimation model is an area of
future development. Clinically, applicator rotation errors can be as large as 45 degrees for bad
implant or antiverted uterus. The maximum discrepancy between initial and actual pose of the
applicator that allows gIFPM to correct pose parameters is under investigation.
Innovation/Impact
A novel, accurate, fast and completely automatic method to localize radio-opaque ICB
applicators of arbitrary shape from measured 2D x-ray projections is presented, in support of
intraoperative brachytherapy dose reconstruction and adaptive replanning. By accurately
localizing entire applicator attenuation maps, it has a potential to perform more accurate Monte
Carlo based dose calculations and suppress metal streaking artifacts in the CBCT images.
E

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS
IFPM has been shown to be a robust and more accurate tool for localizing a broad range

of rigid objects from the measured 2D projections, ranging from small symmetrical spherical
seeds to large and complex objects without any rotational symmetry axes in 3D space. Unlike
standard back-projection methods, IFPM avoids the need to match corresponding seed images on
the projections. It can accommodate incomplete data by iteratively recreating overlapping seeds
in the computed projections. By using high resolution 2D projections to localize 3D pose of
elongated line-seed and applicator, it can overcome the major difficulties of CT-based method
including streaking artifacts and slice thickness limitations. Also, it has some flexibility in the
detector model calibration to optimize the gantry angle uncertainties to obtain the best possible
projection match.
In paper I it has been shown that starting with a clinically-realistic initial estimate of the
seed configuration (TRUS pre-plan), the two-step IFPM algorithm can accurately reconstruct the
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brachytherapy seed configuration in the post-implant (week four) patient when using 2D
measured projections.
For elongated line seeds (such as Model 6711

125

I seed, which has a 3 mm × 0.5 mm

cylindrical radio-opaque marker), there are two additional degrees of freedom for each seed that
describe their orientations in 3D space. The IFPM method described in paper I can not accurately
localize seeds centers with un-processed highly elongated radiographic markers. This is because
the disk-shaped binary seed image model assumed by the forward projector within the algorithm
does not reproduce the binary images produced by cylindrical seeds in shape and size, which can
vary from a small disk to highly elongated rectangles depending on seed orientation. To
overcome this difficulty, we have introduced generalized IFPM algorithm (5-parameter model)
that allows reconstruction of seed positions as well as orientations. Numerical simulations of
clinically-realistic brachytherapy seed configurations were performed to demonstrate the proof of
concept of this algorithm (paper II). An analytical solution was found for both the similarity
metric (objective function) and the gradients of the similarity with respect to all five degrees of
freedom of each seed. To rigorously test the accuracy of this new algorithm, a novel precisionmachined prostate seed implant phantom, capable of realizing multiple seed configurations of up
to 100 seeds to be set with an accuracy of 0.1 mm was developed.
The accuracy of the novel generalized IFPM method using a multi-configuration
phantom was about 0.7 mm/6o. Considerable improvement in accuracy is obtained as compared
to the VariSeed planning, when the seed orientation is taken into account. In paper II, the robust
performance of the generalized IFPM in the presence of overlapping seed clusters, highly
migrated seeds, missing seed count and errors in accounting the radiographic projection
geometry have been shown. By accurately reconstructing the individual seed orientation as well
as position, more accurate Monte Carlo-based or 2D TG-43 dose calculation can be performed.
By obtaining the accurate 3D model of the ICB applicators from an external
combinatorial geometric modeling code, the IFPM algorithm was further generalized to
accurately localize non-cylindrically symmetric objects of arbitrary shape and was applied to
ICB applicator pose estimation from a small (3 to 10) set of 2D x-ray projections, in support of
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intraoperative brachytherapy planning (paper III). Because of the non-cylindrical symmetry
about the axis of rotation, extension from 5-parameter to 6-parameter pose-search algorithm was
essential to completely localize arbitrarily-shaped ICB applicators. Using the IFPM approach, we
obtained the analytical solution for the similarity metric (objective function) and the gradients (3
positional and 3 orientations) of the similarity with respect to each degree of freedom for each
applicator model in the configuration. Unlike conventional approach, this is a fully automated
process. It does not require lateral films, which avoids the image quality issues of conventional
methods. The novel generalized IFPM algorithm was experimentally validated using the both
synthetic-measured and actual-measured images of intrauterine tandem and bilateral colpostats
arrangement (paper III). The mean registration error was less than 1 mm for the intrauterine
tandem and about 1.5 mm for the bilateral colpostats when compared against the measured
projections.
In contrast to conventional single-source-dose-superposition algorithm, the Monte Carlobased method can be accounted for interseed attenuation, 2D anisotropy, and intra/inter
applicator shielding. By accurately localizing radioactive sources as well as full 3D poses of
brachytherapy seeds/ICB applicators, the effect of interseed attenuation, 2D anisotropy and
inter/intra applicator attenuation can be included in the resultant Monte Carlo or other dose
calculations. In combination with advanced image reconstruction algorithms, accurate 3D
localization of metal attenuation maps in the patient could contribute to mitigation of metal
streaking artifacts on CT/CBCT images. The fully automatic IFPM method is accurate, robust,
and capable of completing a reconstruction in a few minutes and is a highly promising tool for
implementing in the clinical practice for fusion-based intraoperative brachytherapy planning.
F

FUTURE RESEARCH DIRECTIONS AND POTENTIAL CLINICAL IMPACT

Explore projection matching using un-segmented images
Because of the poor imaging contrast of the implanted seeds in the TRUS images,
utilization of the x-ray projections is essential, in support of the intraoperative brachytherapy
planning. Image registration, seed/applicator, and implanted fiducial marker matching is
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essential for image-guided brachytherapy procedures. The results of this thesis have shown that
the 3D pose of the implanted brachytherapy seed/applicator can be localized accurately using
measured 2D x-ray projections. Thus the clinical implementation of this algorithm is to develop
a novel iterative method using un-segmented grayscale images (matching raw projection images,
intraoperatively). As a result, partial transmission through the implanted seed/applicator could be
accounted. It is a difficult problem to accurately isolate (segment) bone and plastic applicator
images when they overlap one another. The grayscale image matching could avoid one of the
major problems of segmenting and thresholding fully plastic applicators79 and brachytherapy
seeds having low Z material components. By computing x-ray projections that analytically
describe seed/applicator geometry, voxel-based patient anatomical information, DRRs; and
matching those DRRs with measured projections could avoid several difficulties including image
processing. The computed images should contain at least bony structures and soft-tissue
information along with the brachytherapy seed configurations or applicator geometry in the
images.
Potential improvement of Monte Carlo-based or TG - 43 dose calculation
The 125I and 103Pd seeds exhibit considerable anisotropy in their dose distributions due to
their internal geometry. The “self-attenuation” by the material along the seed’s major axis is the
main cause for the seed anisotropy. Our method exploits the individual 3D pose of the implanted
brachytherapy seed that can be measured automatically in the clinical setting. After computing
3D pose parameters, it is easy to calculate the more accurate dose that is delivered (by
incorporating 2D anisotropy and interseed attenuation) to the patients by using TG-43 report47
2D line-seed formalism or Monte Carlo-based dose calculation.87, 88
Similar argument can be employed to ICB treatment of cervix. Monte Carlo studies have
shown that applicator shielding reduces doses up to 25% when the dose distributions from the
bilateral colpostats and intrauterine tandem are included.59-60 By localizing the applicator internal
structure as well as radioactive sources, the effect of intra- and inter-applicators attenuation map
can be included in the resultant Monte Carlo or other dose calculation.
Improve geometric targeting accuracy
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Unlike EBRT, brachytherapy has no well-defined method to evaluate geometric targeting
uncertainties (systematic and random errors) –so that meaningful PTV margins can be rationally
estimated. IFPM75-78 can contribute in improving targeting accuracy by using both the accurate
modeling of seed/applicator geometry and high spatial resolution projections in the OR
intraoperatively, rather than streak-limited CT images for seed and applicator localization. TRUS
can be used to localize soft tissues boundaries. It could allow for the identification of underdosed regions, remedial seed or applicator placement and update the dose distribution, thus
making sure that the entire tumor volume receives the prescribed dose while minimizing the dose
to the normal-tissues (i.e., rectum and bladder). In the matching process (rigid or non-rigid image
registration –3D/2D free-form deformation), IFPM uses natural features in the images (e.g.,
seeds or applicators themselves, rather than artificial calibration landmarks to constrain the
optimization parameters) which could ultimately improve the geometric targeting accuracy as
well as studying random and systematic source positioning errors. It could also improve postimplant seed/applicator localization by replacing reconstructed CT-based seed localization by
extending 5 and 6-parameter models IFPM approach to multi-slice spiral CT sinogram as well as
planar projections. In addition, to improve targeting accuracy, IFPM could facilitate studies to
further investigate and quantify inter- and intrafractional targeting uncertainties (because of
intrafractional source movement) in the implant by using rigid/non-rigid image registration of the
implanted seeds/applicators themselves.
Improve CBCT image quality for brachytherapy planning
Applying conventional filtered back-projection algorithms to projection data acquired in
the presence of bulky ICB shielded applicators or permanent prostate seed implants results in
severe streaking artifacts on CBCT images. The resulting streaking artifacts make segmentation
of soft-tissues difficult and introduce large error in dose calculations. For the small foreign metal
objects such as seeds, sinogram interpolation (see section B.3 for more detailed) indicates the
improvement of CBCT image quality. In addition, scatter subtraction and beam-hardening
corrections will further improve the CBCT image quality.
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By working with higher resolution 2D projection images (sinograms), IFPM avoids the
major difficulties of CT-based localization, such as limited spatial resolution due to slice
thickness limitation and ambiguities created by metal streaking artifacts. This ultimately
improves the accuracy of seed/applicator localization in the 3D space. Accurate modeling of the
brachytherapy seed and applicator internal structure, material components as well as external
geometry will allow us to accurately estimate the partial transmission through the applicator
component (i.e. incomplete data) in the sinogram region and may be accounted to improve the
CBCT image quality. Because the interpolation method does not work well for large metal object
such as ICB applicators, this problem can be addressed through restoration of tissue-induced
sinogram information obscured by metal objects using images acquired priori to applicator
insertion (pre-operative metal-free images). Accurate knowledge of seed/applicator pose
minimizes region in sinogram space that has to be restored and maximizes useful soft-tissue
information in sinogram.
Since the x-rays traversing through metal objects are attenuated much more strongly; far
fewer photons arrive at the detectors (i.e., inadequate primary photon count rates behind metal
objects). As a result, the non-linear effects such as background scatter, beam hardening and
stochastic noise due to photon starvation become significant, in the image reconstruction process.
Another approach to include the non-linear effects in the image formation process is to use
iterative statistical image reconstruction methods.73-74, 94 An evaluation of novel algorithms such
as AM iterative reconstruction for reconstructing CT images from incomplete sinogram date
could be performed.95 However, this approach require a priori knowledge of the implanted metal
object including its pose, shape, and attenuation map is essential when using AM image
reconstruction to mitigate metal streaking artifacts. IFPM could provide the full 3D attenuation
map of the implanted metal objects as a potential input for the AM image reconstruction to
suppress the metal streaking artifacts. Extension of this method to broader classes of foreign
metal objects (such as stirrups, retractors, and table supports, including parameters to describe
flex or internal motion within the applicators, partial transmission objects) are potential avenues
for future development.
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APPEND
DIX 1
Summary
y of the algo
orithm workfflow of the elongated
e
seeed pose recoonstruction

The
T
above flow diagraam shows the algorithhm workfloow of the line seed pose
reconstru
uction proceess. First paart of the diiagram (a) rrepresented the initial estimate off seed
configuraation derived
d from TRU
US pre-plan data which was transfeerred to the CBCT referrence
frame. Paart (b) of th
he flow diagrram is abou
ut the measurred elongateed line seed images obtained
from the clinic. These images are
a the actuaal measured images we are trying tto match. Seecond
part of th
he diagram (aa) is an iteraative loop off the main coode. In this pprocess, oncee we obtaineed the
initial estimate of th
he seed conffigurations from
f
TRUS pre-plan daatasets, transsformed the seed
centroid positions to
o the line seeed-model, computed
c
thhe gradient oof the similaarity metric with
a five degrrees of freedom for each seed andd used that gradient innformation too the
respect all
steepest-descent graadient search
h method to
t adjust thhe individuaal seed posee parameterrs by
iterativelly computing
g the updated
d DRRs and
d matched wiith the measuured imagess.
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APPEND
DIX 2
Summary
y of the algo
orithm workfflow of the ICB applicattors localizattion

The
T above flo
ow diagram
m illustrates the
t algorithm
m workflow
w of the arbittrary-shapedd ICB
applicato
or localizatio
on process, iteratively. The initial estimate off the applicaator models were
derived from
f
voxel-b
based CCG modeling
m
off the applicattor geometryy which is reepresented inn part
(a). Part (b) of the diagram sho
ows the measured appllicator imagges obtained from the cclinic.
These aree the target images
i
whicch we wish to
o match. Bloock (c) of thee flow diagrram is an iterrative
loop of the
t main code. In this process,
p
we need to obttain the initial estimate of the arbittraryshaped applicator
a
models only once.
o
Then the
t analytical gradient of the similarity metric with
respect to
t all six deegrees of frreedom for each appliccator modell is computeed. The graadient
informatiion is used to adjust the pose parameeters into thee steepest-deescent methood and iterattively
match thee updated co
omputed app
plicator modeel with the m
measured onnes.

72

REFERENCES
1

J. F. Williamson, “Brachytherapy technology and physics practice since 1950: a half-century of progress,” Phys.

Med. Biol. 51, R304-25 (2006)
2

A. Inciura, L. Jarusevicus, K. Vaiciunas, and E. Juozaityte, “Review on the effectiveness of prostate brachytherapy

(abstract),” Medicina 45, 660-71 (2009)
3

N. N. Stone and R. G. Stock, “Permanent seed implantation for localized adenocarcinoma of the prostate

(abstract),” Urology Reports 3, 201-06 (2002)
4

Y. Yu, L. L. Anderson, Z. Li, D. E. Mellenberg, R. Nath, M. C. Schell, F. M. Waterman, A. Wu, and J. C. Blasko,

“Permanent prostate seed implant brachytherapy: Report of American Association of Physicists in Medicine Task
Group Vo. 64,” Med. Phys. 26, 2054-76 (1999)
5

S Nag, J. P. Ciezki, R. Cormack et al., “Intraoperative planning and evaluation of permanent prostate

brachytherapy: Report of the American brachytherapy society,” Int. J. Radiat. Oncol Biol. Phys. 51, 1422-30 (2001)
6

B. H. Han, K. Wallner, G. Merrick, W. Butler, S. Sutilef, and J. Sylvester, “Prostate brachytherapy seed

identification on post-implant TRUS images,” Med. Phys. 30, 898-900 (2003)
7

L. Gong, P. S. Cho, B. H. Han, K. E. Waller, S. G. Sutlief, S. D. Pathak, D. R. Haynor, and Y. Kim,

“Ultrasonography and fluoroscopic fusion for prostate brachytherapy dosimetry,” Int. J. Radiat. Oncol., Biol., Phys.
54, 1322-30 (2003)
8

J. N. Roy, K. E. Wallner, P. J. Harrington, C. C. Line, and L. L. Anderson, “A CT-based evaluation method for

permanent implants: Applications to prostate,” Int. J. Radiat. Oncol Biol. Phys. 26, 163-69 (1993)
9

W. S. Bice, D. F. Dubois, J. J. Prete, and B. R. Prestidge, “Source localization from axial image sets by iterative

relaxation of nearest neighbor criterion,” Med. Phys. 26, 1919-24 (1994)
10

V. Feygelman, B. K. Noriega, R. M. Sanders, and J. L. Friedland, “A spreadsheet techniques for dosimetry of

transperineal implants,” Med. Phys. 22, 79-100 (1995)
11

D. H. Brinkmann and R. W. Kline, “Automated seed localization from CT datasets of the prostate,” Med. Phys. 25,

1667-72 (1998)

73

12

N. Yue, Z. Chen, J. E. Bond, Y. H. Son, and R. Nath, “Combined use of transverse and scout computed

tomography scans to localize radioactive seeds in an interstitial brachytherapy implant,” Med. Phys. 26, 502-05
(1999)

13

Z Li, I. A. Nalcacioglu, S. Ranka et al., “An algorithm for automatic, computed-tomography-based source

localization after prostate implant,” Med. Phys. 28, 1410-15 (2001)

14

H. Liu, G. Cheng, Y. Yu, R. Brasacchio, D. Rubens, J. Strang, L. Liao, and E. Messing, “Automatic localization of

implanted seeds from post-implant CT images,” Phys. Med. Biol. 48, 1191-03 (2003)
15

C. Rasch, I. Barillot, P. Remeijer, A. Touw, M. van Herk, and J. V. Lebesque, “Definition of the prostate in CT

and MRI: a multi-observer study,” Int. J. Radiat. Oncol Biol. Phys. 43, 57-66 (1999)
16

International Commission on Radiation Units and measurement, report No. 38 Dose and volume specifications for

reporting intracavitary therapy in gynecology, (1985)
17

R. L. Siddon and L. M. Chin, “Two-film brachytherapy reconstruction algorithm,” Med. Phys. 12, 77-83 (1995)

18

H. I. Amols and I. I. Rosen, “A three-film technique for reconstruction of radioactive seed implants,” Med. Phys.

8, 210-14 (1981)
19

D. D Jackson, “An automated method for localizing radioactive seeds in implant dosimetry,” Me. Phys. 10, 370-72

(1983)
20

P. J. Biggs and M. D. Kelley, “Geometric reconstruction of seed implants using a three-film technique,” Med.

Phys. 10, 701-04 (1983)

21

M. D. Altschuler, P. A. Findlay, and R. D. Epperson, “Rapid accurate, three-dimensional location of multiple

seeds in implant radiotherapy treatment planning,” Phys. Med. Biol. 28, 1305-18 (1983)

22

M. S. Rosenthal and R. Nath, “An automatic seed identification technique for interstitial implants using three

isocentric radiographs,” Med. Phys. 10, 475-79 (1983)

23

M. D. Altschuler and A. Kassaee, “Automated matching of corresponding seed images of three simulator

radiographs to allow 3D triangulation of implanted seeds,” Phys. Med. Biol. 42, 293-302 (1997)

74

24

D. Tubic, A. Zaccarin, J. Pouliot, and L. Beaulieu, “Automated seed detection and three-dimensional

reconstruction-I. Seed localization from fluoroscopic images or radiographs,” Med. Phys. 28, 2265-27 (2001)
25

D. Tubic, A. Zaccarin, L. Beaulieu, and J. Pouliot, “Automated seed detection and three-dimensional

reconstruction-II Reconstruction of permanent prostate implants using simulated annealing,” Med. Phys. 28, 227279 (2001)
26

A. Y. C. Fung, “C-Arm imaging for brachytherapy source reconstruction: Geometrical accuracy,” Med. Phys. 29,

724-26 (2002)
27

D. A. Todor, G. N. Cohen, H. I. Amols, and M. Zaider, “Operator-free, film-based 3D seed reconstruction in

brachytherapy,” Phys. Med. Biol. 47, 2031-48 (2002)
28

D. A. Todor, M. Zaider, G. N. Cohen, M. F. Worman, and M. J. Zelefsky, “Intraoperative dynamic dosimetry for

prostate implants,” Phys. Med. Biol. 48, 1153-71 (2003)
29

E. K. Lee and M. Zaider, “Intraoperative dynamic dose optimization in permanent prostate implants,” Int. J.

Radiat. Oncol Biol. Phys. 56, 854-61 (2003)
30

L. Liu, D. A. Bassano, S. C. Prasad et al., “On the use of C-arm fluoroscopy for treatment planning in high dose

rate brachytherapy,” Med. Phys. 30, 2297-302 (2003)
31

M. Zhang, M. Zaider, M Worman, and G. Cohen, “On the question of 3D seed reconstruction in prostate

brachytherapy: the determination of x-ray source and film locations,” Phys. Med. Biol. 49, N335-45 (2004)
32

S. Narayanan, P. S. Cho, and R. J Marks II, “Fast cross-projection algorithm for reconstruction of seeds in prostate

brachytherapy,” Med. Phys. 29, 1572-79 (2002)
33

S. Narayanan, P. S. Cho, and R. J Marks II, “Three-dimensional seed reconstruction from an incomplete data set

for prostate brachytherapy,” Phys. Med. Biol. 49, 3483-94 (2004)
34

Y. Su, B. J. Davis, M. G. Herman, and R. A. Robb, “Prostate brachytherapy seed localization by analysis of

multiple projections: Identifying and addressing the seed overlap problem,” Med. Phys. 31, 1277-87 (2004)
35

S T Lam, P. S. Cho, R. J. Mark, and S. Narayanan, “Three-dimensional seed reconstruction for prostate

brachytherapy using Hough trajectories,” Phys. Med. Biol. 49, 557-69 (2004)

75

36

S T Lam, P. S. Cho, R. J. Mark, and S. Narayanan, “Detection and correction of patient movement in prostate

brachytherapy seed reconstruction,” Phys. Med. Biol. 50, 2071-87 (2005)
37

A. K. Jain, Y. Zhou, T. Mustufa et al., “Matching and reconstruction of brachytherapy seeds using the Hungarian

algorithm (MARSHAL),” Med. Phys. 32, 3475-92 (2005)
38

F. A. Siebert, A Srivastav, L Kliemann et al., “Three-dimensional reconstruction of seed implants by randomized

rounding and visual evaluation,” Med. Phys. 34, 967-75 (2007)
39

R. E. Wallace and J. J. Fan, “Dosimetric characterization of a new design

103

palladium brachytherapy source,”

Med. Phys. 26, 2465-70 (1999)
40

A. S. Meigooni, S. A. Dini, S. B. Awan, K. Dou, R. A. Koona, “Theoretical and experimental determination of

dosimetric characteristics for ADVANTAGE™ Pd-103 Brachytherapy source,” Applied Radiation and Isotopes 64,
881-87 (2006)
41

A. S. Meigooni, Z. Bharucha, M. Yoe-Sein, and K. Sowards, “Dosimetric Characteristics of the Best® double-wall

103Pd brachytherapy source”, Med. Phys. 28, 2568-75 (2001)
42

J. Lee, C. Labat, A. K. Jain, D. Y. Song, E. C. Burdette, G. Fichtinger, and J. L. Prince, “Optimal matching for

prostate brachytherapy seed localization with dimension reduction,” Medical Image Computing and ComputerAssisted Intervention: MICCAI 12, 59-66 (2009)
43

M. Brunet-Benkhoucha, F. Verhaegen, S. Lassalle, D. B. Nadeau, B. Reniers, D. Donath, D. Taussky, and J.-F.

Carrier, “Clinical implementation of a digital tomosynthesis-based seed reconstruction algorithm for intraoperative
postimplant dose evaluation in low dose rate prostate brachytherapy,” Med. Phys. 36, 5235-44 (2009)
44

J. F. Corbett, J. J. Jezioranski, J Crook, T. Tran, and I. W. T. Yeung, “The effect of seed orientation deviations on

the quality of 125I prostate implants,” Phys. Med. Biol. 44, 2785-2800 (2001)
45

P. Lindsay, J. Battista, and J. V. Dyk, “The effect of seed anisotropy on brachytherapy dose calculations using 125I

and 103Pd,” Med. Phys. 28, 336-45 (2001)
46

A. S. Glassner, “GRAPHIS GEMS”, UK: Academic Press Limited, 98-104 (1990)

47

M. J. Rivard, B. M. Coursey, L. A. DeWerd, W. F. Hanson, M. S. Huq, G. S. Ibbott, M. G. Mitch, R. Nath, and J.

F. Williamson, “Update of AAPM Task Group No. 43 Report: A revised AAPM protocol for brachytherapy dose
calculations Dose distributions,” Med. Phys. 31, 633-74 (2004)

76

48

S. C. Prasad, D. A. Bassano, and P. I. Fear, “Dose distributions for

125

I implants due to anisotropic radiation

emission and unknown seed orientation,” Med. Phys. 14, 296-98 (1987)
49

P. Karaiskos, P. Papagiannnis, L. Sakelliou, G. Anagnostopopulos, and D. Baltas, “Monte Carlo dosimetry of the

selectSeed 125I interstitial brachytherapy seed,” Med. Phys. 28, 1753-60 (2001)
50

M. J. Rivard, W. M. Butler, L. A. DeWerd, M. S. Huq, G. S. Ibbott, A. S. Megiooni, C. S. Melhus, M. G. Mitch,

R. Nath, and J. F. Williamson, “Supplement to the 2004 update of the AAPM Task Group No. 43 Report,” Med.
Phys. 34, 2187-05 (2007)
51

H. Hedtjarn, G. A. Carlsson, and J. F. Williamson, “Monte Carlo-aided dosimetry of the symmetra model I25.S06

125

52

I, intestinal brachytherapy seed” Med. Phys. 27, 1076-85 (2000)

M. J. Rivard, “Monte Carlo radiation dose simulations and dosimetric comparison of the model 6711 and 9011 125I

brachytherapy sources,” Med. Phys. 36, 486-91 (2009)
53

K. T. Sowards and A. S. Meigooni, “A Monte Carlo evaluation of the dosimetric characteristics of the Best Model

2301 125I brachytherapy source,” Applied Radiation and Isotopes 57, 327-33 (2002)
54

S Nag, C. Chao, B. Erickson et al., “The American brachytherapy society recommendations for low-dose-rate

brachytherapy for carcinoma of the cervix,” Int. J. Radiat. Oncol Biol. Phys. 52, 33-48 (2002)
55

C. A. Pelizzari and G. T. Y. Chen, “A new method for localization of sources in Fletcher-Suit tandems,” Int. J.

Radiat. Oncol. Biol., Phys.15 (1988)
56

W. L. Saylor and M. Dillard, “Dosimetry of 137Cs sources with the Fletcher-Suit gynecological applicator,” Med.

Phys. 3, 117-19 (1976)
57

K. J. Weeks and G. S. Montana, “Three-dimensional applicator system for carcinoma of the uterine cervix,” Int. J.

Radiat. Oncol. Biol., Phys.37, 455-63 (1988)
58

Z. Li and J. F. Williamson, “Volume-based geometric modeling for radiation transport calculations,” Med. Phys.

19, 667-77 (1992)
59

M. J. Price, K. A. Gifford, J. l. Horton et al., “Monte Carlo model for a prototype CT-compatible, anatomically

adaptive, shielded intracavitary brachytherapy applicator for the treatment of cervical cancer,” Med. Phys. 36, 414755 (2009)

77

60

J. Markman, J. F. Williamson, J. F. Dempsey, and D. A. Low, “On the validity of the superposition principle in

dose calculations for intracavitary implants with shielded vaginal colpostats,” Med. Phys. 28, 147-55 (2001)
61

F. A. Lerma and J. F. Williamson, “Accurate localization of intracavitary brachytherapy applicators from 3D CT

imaging studies,” Med. Phys. 29, 325-33 (2002)
62

K. J. Weeks, “Monte Carlo dose calculations for a new ovoid shield system for carcinoma of the uterine cervix,”

Med. Phys. 25, 2288-92 (1998)
63

K. A. Gifford, F. Mourtada, S. H. Cho et al., “Monte Carlo calculations of the dose distribution around a

commercial gynecologic tandem applicator,” Radiother. Oncol. 77, 210-15 (2005)
64

N. R. Datta, R. Basu, K. J. Das, et al., “Problems and uncertainties with multiple point A's during multiple high-

dose-rate intracavitary brachytherapy in carcinoma of the cervix,” Clini. Oncol., 16, 129-37 (2004)
65

L. A. Feldkamp, L. C. Davis, and J. W. Kress, “Practical cone-beam algorithm,” Journal of the Optical Society of

America A,” Optics, Image Science, and Vision 16, 612-19 (1984)
66

K. A. Gifford, J. L. Horton, Jr., C. E. Pelloski, et al., “A three-dimensional computed tomography-assisted Monte

Carlo evaluation of ovoid shielding on the dose to the bladder and rectum in intracavitary radiotherapy for cervical
cancer,” Int. J. Radiat. Oncol. Biol., Phys. 63, 615-21 (2005)
67

C. C. Ling, M. C. Schell, K. R. Working et al., “CT assisted assessment of bladder and rectum dose in

gynecological implants,” Int. J. Radiat. Oncol. Biol., Phys. 13, 1577-82 (1987)
68

G. H. Golver and N. J. Pelc, “An algorithm for the reduction of metal clip artifacts in CT reconstruction,” Med.

Phys. 8, 799-807 (1981)

69

W. A. Kalender, R. Hebel, and J. Ebersberger, “Reduction of CT Artifacts Caused by Metallic Implants,”

Radiology, 164, 576-77 (1987)
70

J. Hsieh, “Adaptive streak artifacts reduction in computed tomography resulting from excessive x-ray photon

noise”, Med. Phys. 25, 2139-47 (1998)

71

D. J. Moseley, J. H. Siewerdsen, and D. A. Jaffary, “High-contrast object localization and removal in cone-beam

CT,” Proc. of SPIE Vol.5745, 40-50 (2005)

78

72

A. Docef, M. Murphy, P. Keall et al., “Deformed CT reconstruction from limited projections,” Proc. of CARS

Vol. 1281, 104-8 (2005)
73

R. J. Murphy, S. Yan, J. A. O’Sullivan, D. L. Snyder, B. R. Whiting, D. G. Politte, G. Lasio, and J. F. Williamson,

“Pose estimation of known objects during transmission tomographic image reconstruction,” IEEE transactions on
medical imaging, vol. 25, no. 10 (2006)
74

J. F. Williamson, B. R. Whiting, J. Benac, R. J. Murphy, G. J. Blaine, J. A. O’Sullivan, D. G. Politte, and D. L.

Snyder, “Prospects for quantitative computed tomography imaging in the presence of foreign metal bodies using
statistical image reconstruction,” Med. Phys. 29, 2404-18 (2002)
75

M. J. Murphy and D. A. Todor, “Demonstration of a forward iterative method to reconstruct brachytherapy seed

configurations from x-ray projections,” Phys. Med. Biol. 50, 2715-37 (2005)
76

D. Pokhrel, M. J. Murphy, D. A. Todor, E. Weiss, and J. F. Williamson, “Clinical application and validation of an

iterative forward projection matching algorithm for permanent brachytherapy seed localization from conebeam-CT
x-ray projections,” Med. Phys. 37 (9), 5092-5101 (2010)
77

D. Pokhrel, M. J. Murphy, D. A. Todor, E. Weiss, and J. F. Williamson, “Reconstruction of brachytherapy seed

positions and orientations from cone-beam CT x-ray projections via a novel iterative forward projection matching,”
accepted for publication in Med. Phys. (September 2010)
78

D. Pokhrel, M. J. Murphy, D. A. Todor, E. Weiss, and J. F. Williamson, “Localizing intracavitary brachytherapy

applicators from cone-beam CT x-ray projections via a novel iterative forward projection matching algorithm,”
accepted for publication in Med. Phys. (October 2010)
79

S. L. Schoeppel, B. A. Frass, M. P. Hopkins et al., “A CT-compatible version of the Fletcher system intracavitary

applicator: clinical application and 3-dimentional treatment planning,” Int. J. Radiat. Oncol. Biol., Phys. 17, 110309, (1989)
80

N. Milickovic, S. Giannouli, D. Balats et al., “Catheter autoreconstruction in computed tomography based

brachytherapy treatment planning,” Med. Phys. 27, 1047-57 (2000)
81

S. Li, C. A. Pelizzari, C. Reft, H. G. Sutton, and G. T. Y. Chen, “Computer-aided geometric reconstruction of

Fletcher-Suit source positions,” Med. Phys. 21, 1123-30 (1994)

79

82

S. Haack, S. K. Nielsen, J. C. Lindegaard et al., “Applicator reconstruction in MRI 3D image-based dose planning

of brachytherapy for cervical cancer,” Radiother. Oncol. 91, 187-93 (2009)
83

A. C. Leeuw, M. A. Moerland, C. Nomden et al., “Applicator reconstruction and applicator shifts in 3D MR-based

PDR brachytherapy of cervical cancer,” Radiother. Oncol. 93, 341-46 (2009)
84

J. P. Calatayud, F. Kuipers, F. Ballester et al., “Exclusive MRI-based tandem and colpostats reconstruction in

gynecological brachytherapy treatment planning,” Radiother. Oncol. 91, 181-86 (2009)
85

J. H. Siewerdsen and D. A. Jaffray, “Cone-beam computed tomography with a flat-panel imager: magnitude and

effects of x-ray scatter,” Med. Phys. 28, 220-31 (2001)
86

R. Sibson, “A brief description of natural neighbor interpolation (Chapter 2) Interpreting Multivariate Data,” John

Wiley, 21-36 (1981)
87

H. Afsharpour, M. D’Amours, Benoite Cote et al., “A Monte Carlo study on the effect of seed design on the

interseed attenuation in permanent prostate implants,” Med. Phys. 35, 3671-81 (2008)
88

O. Chibani, J. F. Williamson, and D. Todor, “Dosimetric effects of seed anisotropy and interseed attenuation for

103

89

Pd and 125I prostate implants,” Med. Phys. 32, 2557-66 (2005)

J-F Carrier, L. Beaulieu, F. Therriault-Proulx, and R. Roy, “Impact of interseed attenuation and tissue composition

for permanent prostate implants,” Med. Phys. 33, 595-04 (2006)
90

G. Leclerc, M.-C. Lavallee, D. Tubic, J. Metivier, E. Vigneault, and L. Beaulieu, “Idealized line source

configuration for permanent 125I prostate implants,” Radiother. Oncol. 72, 213-20 (2004)
91

D. Tubic and L. Beaulieu, “Sliding slice: A novel approach for high accuracy and automatic 3D localization of

seeds from CT scans,” Med. Phys. 32, 163-74 (2006)
92

W. L. Smith, C. Lewis, G. Bauman, G. Rodrigues, D. D'Souza, R. Ash, D. Ho, V. Venkatesan, D. Downey, and A.

Fenster, “Prostate volume contouring: a 3D analysis of segmentation using 3DTRUS, CT, and MR,” Int. J. Radiat.
Oncol., Biol., Phys. 67, 1238-47 (2007)
93

H. Westendorp, C. J. Hoekstra, A. van't Riet, A. W. Minken, and J. J. Immerzeel, “Intraoperative adaptive

brachytherapy of iodine-125 prostate implants guided by C-arm cone-beam computed tomography-based
dosimetry,” Brachytherapy 6, 231-37 (2007)

80

94

J. A. Fessler, “Statistical Image Reconstruction Methods for Transmission Tomography,” in Handbook of Medical

Imaging, Medical Image Processing and Analysis, edited by M. Sonka and J. M. Fitzpatrick, SPIE, Vol. 2, 1-70
(2000)

95

D. L. Snyder, J. A. O’Sullivan, R. Murphy, D. G. Politte, B. R. Whiting, and J. F. Williamson, “Image

reconstruction for transmission tomography when projection data are incomplete,” Phys. Med. Biol. 51, 5603-19
(2006)

96

R. R. Liu, S. Rudin, and D. R. Bednarek, “Super-global distortion correction for a rotational C-arm x-ray image

intensifier,” Med. Phys. 26, 1802-10 (1999)

Paper I

Paper II

Paper III

81

Paper I

Clinical application and validation of an iterative forward projection matching
algorithm for permanent brachytherapy seed localization from conebeam-CT x-ray
projections

Damodar Pokhrel

Martin J Murphy

Dorin Todor

Elisabeth Weiss

Jeffrey F Williamson

Medical Physics, 37 (9), 5092-5101 (2010)

Clinical application and validation of an iterative forward projection
matching algorithm for permanent brachytherapy seed localization
from conebeam-CT x-ray projections
Damodar Pokhrel, Martin J. Murphy, Dorin A. Todor,
Elisabeth Weiss, and Jeffrey F. Williamsona兲
Department of Radiation Oncology, School of Medicine, Virginia Commonwealth University,
Richmond, Virginia 23298

共Received 7 May 2010; revised 29 July 2010; accepted for publication 30 July 2010;
published 31 August 2010兲
Purpose: To experimentally validate a new algorithm for reconstructing the 3D positions of implanted brachytherapy seeds from postoperatively acquired 2D conebeam-CT 共CBCT兲 projection
images.
Methods: The iterative forward projection matching 共IFPM兲 algorithm finds the 3D seed geometry
that minimizes the sum of the squared intensity differences between computed projections of an
initial estimate of the seed configuration and radiographic projections of the implant. In-house
machined phantoms, containing arrays of 12 and 72 seeds, respectively, are used to validate this
method. Also, four 103Pd postimplant patients are scanned using an ACUITY digital simulator.
Three to ten x-ray images are selected from the CBCT projection set and processed to create binary
seed-only images. To quantify IFPM accuracy, the reconstructed seed positions are forward projected and overlaid on the measured seed images to find the nearest-neighbor distance between
measured and computed seed positions for each image pair. Also, the estimated 3D seed coordinates
are compared to known seed positions in the phantom and clinically obtained VariSeed planning
coordinates for the patient data.
Results: For the phantom study, seed localization error is 共0.58⫾ 0.33兲 mm. For all four patient
cases, the mean registration error is better than 1 mm while compared against the measured seed
projections. IFPM converges in 20–28 iterations, with a computation time of about 1.9–2.8 min/
iteration on a 1 GHz processor.
Conclusions: The IFPM algorithm avoids the need to match corresponding seeds in each projection
as required by standard back-projection methods. The authors’ results demonstrate ⬃1 mm accuracy in reconstructing the 3D positions of brachytherapy seeds from the measured 2D projections.
This algorithm also successfully localizes overlapping clustered and highly migrated seeds in the
implant. © 2010 American Association of Physicists in Medicine. 关DOI: 10.1118/1.3480962兴
Key words: brachytherapy, localization, iterative forward projection matching, conebeam-CT,
x-ray projections
I. INTRODUCTION
In the past decade, permanent implantation of radioactive
125
I or 103Pd seeds into the prostate has become a common
treatment option for patients with organ-confined prostate
cancer.1 Current clinical practice involves creating an
ultrasound-based preimplant plan about a week before treatment. A postimplant dose evaluation is then performed using
3D CT images acquired at week four, following the implantation to document the delivered dose. However, as presently
practiced, this process does not allow for intervention during
the implant procedure to improve the actual treatment.
Recent advances in imaging and treatment delivery technology now provide the opportunity to perform intraoperative dose reconstruction to further optimize the implant. A
key step in intraoperative planning is identifying the locations of all seeds with respect to the underlying anatomy. In
principle, one can use in-room fan-beam CT 共FBCT兲 for this
purpose. Reconstruction of seed coordinates from postim5092
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plant 3D CT images is already routinely applied in clinical
practice.2,3 However, in addition to poor soft-tissue contrast
and large 共up to 8 mm when compared to axial magnetic
resonance images兲 prostate contouring errors,4 FBCT suffers
from streaking artifacts arising from the implanted metal
seeds, overlapping seed clustering, and resolution limited by
the slice thickness. Also, intraoperative FBCT installations in
brachytherapy suites are uncommon.
A more common approach to seed localization is backprojection of seed positions in 2D x-ray projections using
two-film5 and three-film6–11 techniques. The reconstructed
implant geometry is then fused to intraoperatively acquired
ultrasound images, upon which dose planning can be performed. However, in back-projection methods, corresponding seeds in each projection must be identified and
matched.12–19 This problem is not always soluble because of
seed clustering and overlapping, resulting in inaccurate seed
localization due to mismatched or missing seeds. Patient mo-
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tion and uncertainty in imaging device positioning during
image acquisition can further confound seed localization
when using back-projection methods.
With the introduction of dedicated conebeam-CT 共CBCT兲
imaging systems for seed placement, we can combine the
advantages of a rigidly mounted intraoperative imaging system, seed reconstruction from 2D projection radiographs,
and reconstruction of 3D anatomy in the same coordinate
system from a full set of projections. However, even with the
resulting improvements in the calibration and stability of the
imaging geometry, reconstruction via back-projection remains problematic.
This study assesses the robustness and accuracy of a
promising new reconstruction method, the “iterative forward
projection matching” 共IFPM兲 algorithm, which was introduced by Murphy and Todor20 for reconstructing 3D coordinates of implanted seeds from 2D radiographic projections.
The IFPM method was designed to avoid the problems of
back-projection localization methods, such as the need to
determine the seed correspondences between different projections, the ambiguities presented by clustered or missing
seeds in the projections, and uncertainties in the projection
geometry such as gantry angle inaccuracy and possible patient motion between image acquisitions. It accomplishes
this by iteratively adapting an initial estimate of the 3D seed
configuration until the agreement between the acquired projections of the implanted seeds and the computed projection
images of the estimated seed configuration is maximized. By
matching the projection of the full seed configuration rather
than individual seed projections, IFPM intrinsically accommodates incomplete and ambiguous data by recreating the
overlapping seeds in the matching computed images. The
algorithm also allows the imaging viewpoints 共projections兲
for the digitally reconstructed radiographs 共DRRs兲 to be adjustable parameters to accommodate gantry angle uncertainties up to 8° with respect to the first projection. This is a
particularly useful feature if the images have been acquired
using a mobile C-arm. In this study, we experimentally validate IFPM using a dummy seed 共nonradioactive兲 containing
phantoms and demonstrate its ability to reconstruct clinical
patient implants.
II. MATERIALS AND METHODS
II.A. IFPM algorithm

The IFPM algorithm20 works with a set of M 2D projection images of the actual seed configuration in the patient.
The imaging geometry for the M projections is measured to
obtain the detector model.20 The IFPM algorithm starts with
an initial estimate of the seed configuration. The 共x,y,z兲 coordinates of the center of each seed are free parameters. The
initial estimate of the 3D seed configuration is forward projected onto each 2D detector plane via a detector model
simulating that of the acquired projection to produce M computed projection images of the seeds that emulate the acquired images. The computed projections are compared to
the actual projections by calculating the pixel-by-pixel
squared intensity differences 共SSQD兲 of the image intensiMedical Physics, Vol. 37, No. 9, September 2010
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FIG. 1. The perspective projection geometry for the imaging system. The 3D
seed configuration is in the world coordinate system, which is defined by
three translational and three rotational coordinates relative to the CBCT
isocenter. The image receptor plane is defined by the imaging viewpoint
angles 共␣ , ␤ , ␥兲, where S and D denote the constant values between the
source to isocenter and detector to isocenter distances, respectively. The
imaging axis rotates by angle ␣ around the x axis. The pixel index 共i , j兲
denotes the projected seed in the 2D imaging plane 共u , v兲.

ties. The 共x,y,z兲 coordinates of each seed are then independently adjusted in an iterative process until the computed
projections optimally match the acquired images 共i.e., when
the total SSQD for the M image pairs has been minimized兲.
The world coordinate frame is defined by three translational variables 共x,y,z兲, where the x, y, and z axes are left/
right lateral, anterior/posterior, and superior/inferior directions, respectively, relative to the CBCT isocenter for a
supine patient with the head toward the gantry base. Figure 1
shows a schematic of the perspective projection geometry
used to create each of the M projection images of the seed
configuration. In the world frame, the 3D seed configuration
of N total seeds is defined by 兵rk其 , k = 共1 , N兲. In the extrinsic
detector model, the orientation of each isocentric projection
in the world coordinate frame is defined by the angles
共␣ , ␤ , ␥兲, which describe rotations of the detector image
plane around the x, y, and z axes, respectively. In practice,
␣ ⬇ 90°, ␤ ⬇ 0°, and ␥ is the gantry angle for each M image
viewpoint. However, the complete extrinsic detector model
allows for a precise calibration of the imaging plane orientation 共␣ , ␤ , ␥兲 at each gantry angle to allow for tilting and/or
twisting of the image plane due to gantry flex and other
mechanical imperfections. The intrinsic detector model is parametrized by describing its magnification, image center, image size, and pixel resolution. S and D denote the constant
values between the source to isocenter and detector to isocenter distances, respectively, and 共u , v兲 is the 2D detector
plane.
As mentioned earlier, IFPM not only adjusts the individual seed positions until the computed and measured projections match, but can also simultaneously adjust each x-ray
projection, with six degrees of freedom relative to the first
projection 共i.e., the reference projection, which is fixed兲 to
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FIG. 2. 共a兲 The ACUITY imaging system in the brachytherapy imaging suite
and a phantom setup. 共b兲 Schematic of the geometrical configuration of a
precision-machined phantom containing 72 dummy seeds arranged as four
nine-seed slabs alternating with three 12-seed slabs in a rectangular grid.
This phantom was used to test the IFPM seed localization accuracy. The
centers of the seeds were coplanar and perpendicular to the plane of the
slabs.

account for uncertainties in the detector model calibration
共i.e., the uncertainties in the relative imaging viewpoints兲.
To avoid the time-consuming task of computing complete
DRRs of the simulated seed configuration via attenuation
ray-tracing through the patient’s anatomy, it is sufficient for
IFPM to project the centers of the seeds in the model configuration along the rays from x-ray source to the detector.
This produces binary 2D images of the centers of the seeds.
The center of each projected seed on the detector plane is
dilated to represent a small disk of uniform brightness of
thickness t, which is approximately equal to a Theragenics
Model 200 103Pd seed 共Theragenics Corporation, Buford,
GA兲 radiographic marker, so that the unblurred projections
of each binary seed image are approximately equal to the
measured projections in shape and size. The acquired images
are then filtered to highlight the seeds, also yielding a set of
binary images. Both sets of binary images are then convolved with a Gaussian blurring function to produce grayscale images in which the seeds appear as fuzzy spots. The
blurring process produces smoothly varying grayscale image
gradients that facilitate gradient-driven minimization of the
SSQD. The algorithm then computes the gradient of the
SSQD with respect to each seed’s three degrees of freedom
to drive the iterative minimization process. It also computes
the gradient of the SSQD with respect to the degrees of freedom, e.g., 共␣ , ␤ , ␥兲, in the detector model to adjust the imaging geometry for an optimal match.
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ACUITY system and Fig. 2共b兲 shows the geometric configuration of the 72-seed phantom used in this study 共see Sec.
II D 1 for more details兲.
The projection images are acquired with the Varian
4030CB flat panel detector. This detector is 40⫻ 30 cm2
with a 1024⫻ 768 image size, pixel size of 0.388 mm/pixel,
and 16-bit depth. The ACUITY imaging geometry has a 100
cm source to isocenter distance and a 150 cm source to detector distance, giving a magnification factor of 3/2. Approximately 660 CBCT images are obtained for a complete
360° gantry rotation. Subsets of three to ten images each are
used for the IFPM tests.
For the model 6711 125I dummy seeds 共Medi-Physics Inc.,
Arlington Heights, IL兲 used in the phantom study, the radioopaque components include 3 ⫻ 0.5 mm2 cylindrical silver
markers that are represented by their center locations. This
requires postprocessing of the acquired projection images to
find and highlight the marker projections. The postprocessing
involves 共a兲 cropping the images to a 256⫻ 256 pixel square
region of interest, 共b兲 normalizing the image intensity by
finding its maximum and minimum values in the image, 共c兲
morphological top-hat filtering to suppress the background,
and 共d兲 automatic thresholding using the three standard deviation value of the pixel intensity histogram to create a binary marker for each seed in each projection in order to
separate the seeds from the background. This produces binary bitmap images with intensity= 0 in the background and
intensity= 1 over the area of each projected seed marker. The
center locations of each seed projection image in the 2D
detector plane are obtained by computing the center of mass
for each radio-opaque marker. The binary images are then
convolved with a 2D Gaussian blurring function to create
diffuse seed spots with a known intensity distribution. This
produces smoothly varying image gradients that can be computed analytically in the test projections to guide the objective function minimization and speed up the convergence of
the matching process.
For the patient study 共see Sec. II D 2 for more details兲,
image processing is identical to that applied to the phantom
implant projections, except that we retain the binary image
of the entire radio-opaque marker 共1.09⫻ 0.5 mm2兲 in the
model 200 103Pd seed, which avoids resolving seed clusters
in the 2D measured projections.

II.C. Algorithm details
II.B. Image acquisition details and autosegmentation
of the seeds

Both the phantom and patient validation tests reported
here use projection images obtained with the Varian ACUITY intraoperative imaging system 共Varian Inc., Palo Alto,
CA兲, which is used for image-guided brachytherapy procedures in our dedicated brachytherapy suite. This imaging
system can be operated in CBCT, fluoroscopic, and/or radiographic modes. Figure 2共a兲 shows the phantom setup in the
Medical Physics, Vol. 37, No. 9, September 2010

II.C.1. Initial seed configuration estimates and
computed projection images
For the phantom study, the initial seed configuration 兵rk其
is chosen as follows, where k = 共1 , N兲 is the seed number and
N is the total number of seeds. For each seed k, the known
3D seed coordinates 兵rk,0其 are randomly perturbed by adding
a displacement dk, such that rk = rk,0 + dk, where dk is randomly sampled from a uniform distribution 关⫺2 mm, 2 mm兴
in each of the three orthogonal directions, resulting in a mean
displacement of 1.98 mm. To construct the computed projec-
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tion images at each iteration, the initial configuration 兵rk其 is
rotated and translated to each imaging viewpoint and then
projected on the 共u , v兲 imaging plane.
For each patient case, 兵rk其 is derived from the pretreatment transrectal ultrasound 共TRUS兲 volume study, which
gives x, y, and z coordinates of each seed centroid in an
image coordinate system that is fixed to the TRUS planning
target volume structure. Since the 2D measured projection
images used by IFPM are taken in the CBCT reference
frame, we transform the seed centroid TRUS coordinates to
the CBCT coordinate system by using rotation, translation,
and scaling. The reference frames of both imaging systems
are orthogonal, right-handed coordinate systems. Therefore,
the translation is performed by aligning the isocenters 共centroids兲 of the two imaging systems and the rotation is obtained by finding the conventional x, y, and z coordinates of
the ultrasound imaging system used in our clinic and transforming them to the known CBCT imaging coordinate system. As with the phantom study, the transformed 3D seed
configuration 共ultrasound-to-CBCT reference frame兲 is rotated and translated for each imaging viewpoint and then
projected on the imaging plane.
For each imaging gantry position ␥, each seed’s position
projected onto the imaging plane 共u , v兲, where it is represented by a small disk of uniform brightness of thickness t,
which is approximately equal to a model 200 103Pd seed
radiographic marker. This produces a binary bitmap image of
the seed projections. These images are then convolved with
the same 2D Gaussian blurring filter 共with standard deviation
兲 that is used for the measured projections to produce grayscale images and denoted by Ic共u , v 兩 兵rk其 ,  , ␥兲, where u and
v are pixel indices along the 2D imaging plane.
The purpose of blurring the projected seed disks with a
Gaussian is to create grayscale images with smoothly varying gradients that extend beyond the seed’s projected cross
section. This facilitates the use of a gradient-driven iterative
solution. If the binary bitmap images were used directly,
there would be large areas with no gradient to guide the
iterative search. The blurring can be thought of as creating a
potential well around each seed that attracts neighboring
seeds and accelerates convergence. Increasing the width of
the Gaussian increases the capture range 共i.e., the maximum
distance over which seeds in the two images can be drawn
together兲.
II.C.2. Similarity measure and gradient search
The metric used to assess the overall similarity of the
images is computed by combining the pixel-by-pixel SSQD
for all computed Ic共u , v 兩 兵rk其 ,  , ␥兲 and measured
Im共u , v 兩  , ␥兲 seed image pairs.
SSQD共兵rk其兩, ␥兲 = 兺 兺 关Ic共u, v兩兵rk其, , ␥兲
共1兲

where 共u , v兲 are pixel indices in the 2D image plane and ␥ is
the gantry angle. The seed positions 兵rk其 and the initial imaging viewpoint parameters except for the first projection
Medical Physics, Vol. 37, No. 9, September 2010

共i.e., the reference viewpoint兲 are iterated simultaneously by
a steepest descent search algorithm. Unlike the reference
viewpoint, which is not allowed to vary, other imaging viewpoints are defined relative to the first projection in terms of
rotation and translation. Because the image grayscale intensities are described entirely by the Gaussian blurring function, the gradients of SSQD with respect to all of the free
parameters can be calculated analytically.20 Since the brachytherapy seed marker represented by a small disk in this study
has rotational symmetry, we use seed center coordinates to
calculate one derivative per seed per degree of freedom.
After computing the analytical gradients to adjust all free
parameters, the process iteratively refines the 3D seed positions and projection orientations 共␣ , ␤ , ␥兲, until the agreement between the computed and measured seed projections
is maximized. To iteratively adjust the free parameters that
minimize SSQD, we use a nonlinear gradient search method
that combines the steepest descent gradient search with a
parabolic approximation of the SSQD surface around the
global minimum.20 The computed and measured projections
must have the same imaging geometry, image size, and pixel
resolution. At least two, but preferably three or more, pairs of
computed and measured projection image data sets with corresponding imaging geometry are required for one reconstruction process. The 3N seed positions plus six 共M − 1兲 degrees of freedom of the imaging viewpoints are the freely
moveable parameters in each iteration, where M is the total
number of projections.
II.C.3. Two-step adaptive Gaussian blurring
From the phantom studies, it is observed that the computed seed locations at convergence vary somewhat 共i.e.,
trapping in local minima兲. That means if the initial estimate
of the seed configuration is far apart from the measured configuration, there is a chance of less than optimal matching.
To improve the accuracy of the patient study, we apply a
two-step adaptive blurring scheme: We use a larger 2D
Gaussian spreading 共i.e., 1兲 to achieve initial convergence
and then recompute the images using a smaller Gaussian
blurring filter 共i.e., 2兲, using the optimal 1 seed configuration as initial conditions for the 2 search. The two-step
Gaussian blurring strategy uses more diffuse seed spots 共i.e.,
increases the capture range兲 in the configuration at the beginning to draw the computed and measured seeds into close
proximity and then increases the sharpness of the seed spots
to get the optimal match near convergence. The optimal values of two-step blurring, 1 and 2, are obtained from trial
and error for each patient seed configuration and are between
3.8 and 3.0 mm, and 2.6 and 2.0 mm, respectively.
II.D. Algorithm validation

II.D.1. Brachytherapy phantom design

␥ u,v

− Im共u, v兩, ␥兲兴2 ,
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Two different in-house brachytherapy phantoms were designed and fabricated using acrylic plates with dummy seeds
in known configurations. In the acrylic plates, a matrix of
parallel holes was drilled such that each hole is of 0.9 mm
diameter so that seeds can be placed in the holes. The model
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6711 125I seeds are each 4.5 mm long and 0.8 mm in diameter. The seeds were arranged in rectilinear layers separated
by 6 mm, with 8–12 mm interseed spacing within a plate.
After loading the seeds, the plates were mounted tightly together with screws. Both phantoms were 10⫻ 10⫻ 7 cm3.
The first phantom contains 12 seeds. The second phantom
contains 72 seeds, a more clinically realistic brachytherapy
phantom. For the 72-seed phantom, the seeds were arranged
by four nine-seed slabs alternating with three 12-seed slabs
in a rectangular grid as shown in Fig. 2共b兲.
To evaluate the positional accuracy, the known 3D seed
centroids obtained from the machined phantoms were compared to the corresponding reconstructed IFPM seed centroids. Accurate comparisons of the seed positions can be
made since the absolute positions of the seeds in the phantom are known within the machining precision of 0.2 mm.
II.D.2. Patient data acquisition
Following the phantom tests, the IFPM algorithm was applied to the more difficult problem of brachytherapy seed
reconstruction for actual patients, using images acquired 1
month after the permanent seed implants. The four selected
patients 共I–IV兲 all had been treated for low risk stage I prostate adenocarcinoma and were imaged postoperatively, i.e.,
approximately 4 weeks postimplant using a Varian ACUITY
digital simulator equipped with a CBCT imaging system.
The preloaded permanent seed implants consisted of 67, 62,
81, and 60 model 200 103Pd interstitial sources, respectively.
The 660 CBCT projections were acquired in a 360° gantry
rotation using the Varian 4030CB imager in full-fan/half-fan
mode. The images were acquired at 125 kVp, 80 mA, and 25
ms per projection. For those postoperative scans, the patients
were positioned head first and supine with legs down.
To make up the measured projection data set, we selected
three to ten x-ray images from the CBCT projection data sets
acquired from the ACUITY digital simulator. The choice of
perspectives was based on visibility of the large number of
seeds on the projection images and also to avoid imprecision
caused by excessively small parallaxes. For the patients I, III,
and IV, the images were selected at 8°–12° angular intervals
over a ⫾40° range of gantry angles. Since patient II was
scanned in half-fan mode, the images were selected at the
same angular interval as the other patients but over ⫾160°
共i.e., posterior/anterior view兲 range of gantry angles. The images were postprocessed as described in Sec. II B. One example case of the image postprocessing and seed detection
for a patient is presented in Fig. 3. The binary seed images
are then convolved with a 2D Gaussian blurring function.
Three to six pairs of selected gantry angle projection images
were used in each seed reconstruction process.
II.D.3. Assessment of seed registration/
reconstruction error
For the phantom study, the seed reconstruction error was
computed by directly comparing the computed seed coordinates with the physically measured 共with machined uncertainty of ⫾0.2 mm兲 seed coordinates. For the patient data
Medical Physics, Vol. 37, No. 9, September 2010
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(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

FIG. 3. An example case of the image postprocessing of the projection images obtained from the Varian 4030CB digital simulator. 共a兲 Raw projection
image, 共b兲 filtered image, 共c兲 seed-only image, and 共d兲 blurred image using
the IFPM algorithm for patient III 共81 implanted Theragenics model 200
103
Pd seeds兲.

sets, there are no ground truth seed coordinates. Assessment
of seed reconstruction error was performed in two ways.
First, seed registration error is calculated by reprojecting the
IFPM seed coordinates at convergence onto the 2D image
planes, overlaying the computed and measured seed projection and calculating the nearest-neighbor distance between
the measured and computed seed positions in each image
plane, making sure that no measured seed projection was
matched to more than one computed image. In the second
approach, we compared the IFPM 3D coordinates from the
reconstructed CBCT image sets to those obtained by the
VariSeed planning system. For each candidate IFPM seed
position, we find the VariSeed source position that minimized the 3D distance between the IFPM and VariSeed coordinates. The seed reconstruction error was quantified by
computing the vector and scalar displacement between the
IFPM and VariSeed coordinates. In the VariSeed planning
system, the resultant seed centroids have limited accuracy
because of slice thickness limitations, metal streaking artifacts, and problems of resolving seed clusters. These uncertainties are included in our estimation of the accuracy of the
IFPM solution for the seed positions.
III. RESULTS
III.A. Validation test with phantoms

The phantom study is the best way to test the accuracy of
the IFPM algorithm since the reconstructed seed positions
can be compared to the measured precision-machined seed
positions. Figure 4 shows the convergence of the objective
function Eq. 共1兲 as defined in Sec. II C 2, for the 12-seed and
72-seed phantom data sets. In these cases, we used a one-step
共 = 2.4 mm兲 convergence process. For the 72-seed phantom
case, the root-mean-square 共RMS兲 error, in terms of 3D distance between IFPM and benchmark coordinates, was found
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FIG. 4. The convergence rate of the IFPM algorithm for the two example
cases: 12-seed and 72-seed phantom data sets.

to be 共0.58⫾ 0.33兲 mm. For the 12-seed phantom case, the
RMS error was even smaller 共0.43⫾ 0.24兲 mm. The distribution of seed reconstruction errors is shown in Fig. 5 where
we show that greater than 96% of the reconstructed seed
positions are within 1 mm from the measured seed positions
共72-seed phantom兲. The reconstructed values of relative
共␣ , ␤ , ␥兲 deviated from their nominal values with respect to
0° gantry angle 共i.e., reference viewpoint兲 by 0.08°, 0.06°,
and 0.7° for ⫺20° gantry angle and 0.09°, 0.03°, and 0.6° for
+20° gantry angle. Experiments showed that relative viewpoints uncertainties as large as ⫾8° could be accommodated.
All test trials for 12-seed phantom data sets converge in
four to six iterations with a total computation time of 2.8–4
min and for 72-seed phantom data sets the objective function
converges on eight to ten iterations with a total computation
time of 30–53 min on a 1 GHz processor 共running time depends on number of seeds used in the implants, i.e., the
number of free parameters to optimize兲. Several experiments

FIG. 5. Histograms of the seed positional error for the 12-seed and 72-seed
phantom study.
Medical Physics, Vol. 37, No. 9, September 2010

(b)

(c)

(d)

FIG. 6. An illustration of the iterative sequence morphing of the convergence process. 共a兲 Initial estimate of the seed configuration, 共b兲 computed
images after first step of convergence, 共c兲 computed images after second
step of convergence, and 共d兲 the measured images at different gantry angle
for patient III. Despite large differences between the preplanned seed geometry 共based on a TRUS volume study acquired about a week before the
implant兲 and that observed 4 weeks after the implant, IFPM was able to
accurately reproduce the desired seed configuration.

were performed using different gantry angle combinations as
well as different initial starting configurations in the course
of this study. Theoretically, one should expect SSQD= 0 at
the convergence, i.e., all computed seed images exactly
match with those measured. However, from Fig. 4, for the
72-seed phantom data sets, it is evident that the SSQD does
not exactly converge to zero 共i.e., less than 3% difference
between measured and computed seed images兲, showing less
than optimal convergence. To improve the accuracy of the
reconstructed seed positions in the patient study, we used a
two-step blurring scheme as described earlier.
III.B. Patient study

For each of the four postimplant prostate patient data sets,
we followed the two-stage iterative process as described in
Sec. II C 3. Figure 6 illustrates the convergence process for
the 81-seed implant performed on patient III. Three projections, at 0° and ⫾20° gantry angle, were used. Column 共a兲
shows the initial seed configuration estimate derived from
the TRUS-based preplan while column 共d兲 shows the projections acquired four weeks after the procedure. Columns 共b兲
and 共c兲 show projections of the converged seed configurations for the initial 共1兲 and final 共2兲 Gaussian blurring
models. Comparison of 共c兲 and 共d兲 shows good agreement,
including successful replication of overlapping seed clusters,
which appear as brighter or elongated seed features in the
images. For this case, the first stage 共Gaussian width
1 = 3.6 mm兲 required 23 iterations with a computation time
of about 2.4 min/iteration and five iterations in the second
stage 共2 = 2.4 mm兲, with a computation time of about 2.8
min/iteration on a 1 GHz processor. Figure 7 shows the twostage convergence rate of the objective function for the four
example patient cases. An example of the reconstructed seed
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FIG. 9. Seed registration error calculated from the nearest-neighbor distance
between measured and computed seed position on each detector plane for
patient III. The RMS error was found to be 共0.78⫾ 0.56兲 共0°兲, 共0.89⫾ 0.49兲
共+20°兲, and 共0.82⫾ 0.54兲 mm 共⫺20°兲 gantry angles, respectively.

FIG. 7. The similarity metric convergence for the two-step IFPM algorithm
for the four patient cases. The arrow in the button of the figure indicates the
transition from larger to smaller Gaussian spread for patient III. The onedimensional image-intensity profiles in the inset illustrate the capture ranges
of the two-step filtering operations.

positions projected on the digital simulator images is presented in Figs. 8共a兲–8共c兲. The distribution of nearestneighbor distances between the computed and measured projected seed centroids is presented in Fig. 9. The RMS errors
are 共0.78⫾ 0.56兲 共0°兲, 共0.89⫾ 0.49兲 共+20°兲, and
共0.82⫾ 0.54兲 mm 共⫺20°兲, respectively. We see that most
seed positions agree to within 1.5 mm and no error exceeds
2.5 mm in the detector plane.
For patient III, Fig. 10 shows the seed-by-seed vector displacement between IFPM and VariSeed seed coordinates.
The mean values along the x, y, and z directions were found
to be 共0.22⫾ 0.96兲, 共−0.24⫾ 0.97兲, and 共0.23⫾ 0.92兲 mm,
respectively. The 3D RMS error was 共1.58⫾ 0.56兲 mm. The
comparison is summarized for all four patients in Table I.
Since we do not know the ground truth for the patient study,
this seed localization error includes not only the error from
the IFPM algorithm but also the error contributed by the

(a)

(b)

(c)

FIG. 8. Superposition of measured seed images 共white seeds兲 with automatically detected seed positions 共black markers兲 projected on the detector
planes. 共a兲 0° gantry angle, 共b兲 ⫺20° gantry angle, and 共c兲 +20° gantry angle
for patient III. While many seeds coincided exactly, a few still exhibit significant discrepancies.
Medical Physics, Vol. 37, No. 9, September 2010

VariSeed planning system. Table I also shows the residual
2D registration error between the measured and computed
seed projections in each image plane. In all cases, the RMS
value of the seed registration error is within 1 mm and the
maximum seed displacement 共dmax兲 did not exceed 2.5 mm.
Increasing the number of projections from three to six reduces this error by a factor of 冑2 at the cost of doubling
computation time.
In Fig. 11, we overlay measured seed images 共white
seeds兲 with automatically detected seed positions 共black
markers兲 projected on the detector planes for patient IV, who
presented an example of incomplete data due to more seeds
existing in the preplan than observed on postimplant projections 共i.e., missing seeds兲. In this case, the clinical records
共and preplan兲 showed that 60 103Pd seeds were implanted,
but only 59 seeds could be localized on the postimplant images acquired 4 weeks after the procedure. Thus the 3D
model seed configuration had one more seed than was
present in the computed images; gantry angle 0° is shown in
Fig. 11共a兲, ⫺20° is shown in Fig. 11共b兲, and +18° is shown
in Fig. 11共c兲, respectively. The red circle indicates the projected position of the extra seed in the 3D preplan, which has

FIG. 10. Seed-by-seed vector difference between IFPM coordinates and
those obtained from the VariSeed planning system for patient III data sets.
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TABLE I. Summary of the comparisons of the seed positions deduced by the IFPM algorithm and by the VariSeed planning system for all example case
patients. The mean value, standard deviation 共sd兲 in each of the three directions, and overall 3D RMS error is reported. The seed registration error in the 2D
image plane in terms of RMS value. The sd and the maximum displacement 共dmax兲 of the seed is also presented.
2D registration error
in each image plane
共mm兲

IFPM vs VariSeed
共mm兲
Image viewpoint used
共deg兲

Patient no.
I

0
+15
⫺16
180
⫺160
+165
0
⫺20
+20
0
⫺20
+18

II

III

IVa

Total no. of iterations

␦x ⫾ sd

␦y ⫾ sd

␦z ⫾ sd

3D RMS error

RMS error

dmax

28

0.38⫾ 0.97

0.20⫾ 0.98

0.25⫾ 0.87

1.64⫾ 0.54

1.96

25

0.35⫾ 0.98

0.19⫾ 1.08

0.26⫾ 0.89

1.76⫾ 0.59

26

0.22⫾ 0.96

−0.24⫾ 0.97

0.23⫾ 0.92

1.58⫾ 0.56

27

0.37⫾ 1.16

−0.29⫾ 1.04

0.28⫾ 0.98

1.86⫾ 0.68

0.63⫾ 0.86
0.74⫾ 0.53
0.78⫾ 0.72
0.82⫾ 0.83
0.94⫾ 0.74
0.86⫾ 0.92
0.78⫾ 0.56
0.89⫾ 0.49
0.82⫾ 0.54
0.83⫾ 0.63
0.98⫾ 1.22
0.96⫾ 0.82

2.44

2.35

2.48

a

Incomplete data case.

no counterpart in the measured images. The IFPM algorithm
converged robustly to an accurate estimate of the seed configuration that was only slightly perturbed in the vicinity of
the extra seed. Comparing measured and computed seed images shows that the two-step iterative convergence process
closely reproduces the desired seed distribution. In the same
case of patient IV, the IFPM algorithm was able to account
for seeds that had migrated as far as 5 mm from their preplanned positions 共which appear in the lower left corner of
the postimplant images兲. Clusters of two to four overlapping
seeds were also reproduced on the computed projections.
IV. DISCUSSION
We have experimentally validated a novel iterative forward projection matching method to reconstruct 3D brachytherapy seed coordinates from measured 2D projection images. The iterative process does not require one to establish
seed correspondences between the projection images. Also, it

(a)

(b)

(c)

FIG. 11. Overlay of the measured seed images 共white seeds兲 with automatically detected seed positions 共black markers兲 projected on the detector
planes for patient IV, who presents with incomplete data: 60 seeds are
thought to be implanted but only 59 seeds are found on the week four
postimplant dosimetry study. Gantry angle 0° is shown in 共a兲, ⫺20° is
shown in 共b兲, and +18° is shown in part 共c兲. The circle in part 共b兲 indicates
the extra seed found by IFPM at convergence. The IFPM algorithm converged accurately, recreating the identified 59 seed positions, including overlapping clustered and highly migrated seeds.
Medical Physics, Vol. 37, No. 9, September 2010

avoids the intraobserver and interobserver variability of seed
finding that is often observed when using three-film
methods.5–11 It can correct for errors in the measured imaging geometry by iteratively adjusting the imaging gantry positions used in the iterative projection process.
Current clinical practice relies on reconstructed 3D CT
images for reconstructing seed positions.21,22 As reported in
the literature3,12 and found in our clinical experience with
VariSeed planning, this method frequently finds more than
the actual number of implanted seeds, as the same seed may
appear in more than one slice. Also, the 3D CT method is
hampered by metal streaking artifacts.
Because the spatial resolution of the seeds in the 2D image planes is superior to CT, IFPM has the potential to reconstruct 3D seed positions more accurately than the 3D CT
method. By using CBCT projections, the IFPM method provides the potential for intraoperative brachytherapy planning.
Several methods are available for reconstructing brachytherapy seeds from 2D projection images12–19 but they are
limited by the requirement that all seeds must be accurately
identified in each projection. It is a difficult problem because
the large number of implanted seeds in a relatively small
prostate volume often results in seed clustering and overlaps
in the projections. Lee et al.26 have proposed a fluoroscopy
based algorithm to solve the overlapping seed problem using
dimensionality reduction. A brachytherapy seed reconstruction method based on digital tomosynthesis has recently been
applied in clinical practice.27 In one clinical experience,
nearly 20% of the implanted seeds overlapped with other
seeds in at least one projection.19 Tubic et al.12 have shown
that their method can handle seed localization in small clusters of two or three overlapping seeds in the projection but
fail to correctly reconstruct seeds in large clusters.
Our method reproduces overlapping seed clusters and
highly migrated seeds in the postimplant data analysis by
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finding the best solution that accounts for the data available.
In our approach, individual seed identities do not matter; the
algorithm works with the images of the complete seed configuration so it can easily accommodate incomplete data as
well. For the case of patient IV, which showed a missing
seed on the measured projection images 共i.e., incomplete
data兲, the algorithm converged to an accurate solution that
was only slightly perturbed near the extraneous seed. Identification of the extra seed共s兲 in this way allows one to modify
the initial 3D seed configuration and to correct the preplan
before rerunning the reconstruction.
To improve the accuracy of the seed localization validation study, we plan to design a more precise prostate seed
implant phantom and test IFPM performance against a more
accurate ground truth. Also, more extensive investigation of
the initial estimate of the seed configurations as well as a
more optimal search of the blurring parameter will be performed to further validate this algorithm. Other geometric
uncertainties such as detector in/out of plane motion and
inaccuracy in the magnification factor are also an area of
future investigation.
For elongated seeds 共such as the model 6711 125I seed,
which has a 3 mm long by 0.5 mm diameter cylindrical
marker兲, there are two additional degrees of freedom for each
seed that describe their orientations in 3D space. The IFPM
method described herein does not accurately localize seeds
with highly elongated radiographic markers. This is because
the disk-shaped binary seed image model assumed by the
forward projector within the algorithm does not reproduce
the binary images produced by cylindrical seeds in shape and
size, which can vary from a small disk to highly elongated
rectangles depending on seed orientation. The data presented
here suggest that the IFPM algorithm works effectively for
seeds with radio-opaque components having an aspect ratio
no larger than the 2:1 ratio characteristic of the model 200
103
Pd source. Other currently available brachytherapy seeds
satisfying this constraint include the Prospera 共North
America Scientific Inc., Chatsworth, CA兲 model
MED3631,23 IsoAid 共IsoAid LLC, Port Richey, FL兲 Advantage™ model IAPd-103A,24 and Best 共Best Medical International, Inc., Springfield, VA兲 model 2335 sources.25 Because
sources with radio-opaque components with an aspect ratio
larger than this dominate the market 共i.e., model 6711 125I
seed兲, our next developmental priority is to model entire
elongated line seeds, allowing IFPM to estimate individual
seed orientations as well as locations. IFPM is also being
extended to localization of larger metal objects, e.g., surgical
needles and brachytherapy applicators 共i.e., tandem and colpostats兲.
V. CONCLUSIONS
In this paper, we described a clinically useful and refined
implementation of the IFPM algorithm, which was described
conceptually and tested on synthetic data sets by Murphy and
Todor. Testing on phantoms demonstrates that seed localization error is ⫾0.5 mm or better on average, which is less
than the estimated uncertainty of the seed centroid coordiMedical Physics, Vol. 37, No. 9, September 2010
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nates taken as the gold standard for validating accuracy. Application of the algorithm to four patient data sets demonstrates the potential for accurate implant reconstruction in
clinical settings, with average 2D convergence errors less
than 1 mm. The outcomes on these early test cases, while not
comprehensive, suggest that IFPM performance is not negatively impacted by seed clusters or missing seeds. In its current form, clinical implementation of IFPM is limited to seed
models containing internal radio-opaque markers with an aspect ratio of approximately 2:1 or less.
Postimplant imaging is currently done 4 weeks after implant but can potentially be done intraoperatively via CBCT
to permit immediate postimplant dosimetry assessments.
This requires a fast, automatic, and robust method to reconstruct the seed configuration at the time of implantation. The
fully automatic IFPM algorithm is accurate, robust, and capable of completing a reconstruction in a few minutes using
state-of-the-art workstations and is therefore a highly promising tool for implementing fusion-based intraoperative
brachytherapy planning.
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS
This work was supported in part by grants from Varian
Medical Systems and the National Institutes of Health 共Grant
No. P01 CA 116602兲. The authors gratefully acknowledge
Virginia Gilbert of Virginia Commonwealth University
共VCU兲 for her continuous support in collecting patient data.
The authors would like to thank Tom Becker for his contributions to phantom construction. The authors thank James
Ververs of VCU for editing the manuscript.
a兲

Author to whom correspondence should be addressed. Electronic addresses: jwilliamson@mcvh-vcu.edu and jfwilliamson@vcu.edu; Telephone: 804-828-8451.
1
Y. Yu, L. L. Anderson, Z. Li, D. E. Mellenberg, R. Nath, M. C. Schell, F.
M. Waterman, A. Wu, and J. C. Blasko, “Permanent prostate seed implant
brachytherapy: Report of American Association of Physicists in Medicine
Task Group No. 64,” Med. Phys. 26, 2054–2076 共1999兲.
2
Z. Li, I. A. Nalcacioglu, S. Ranka, S. K. Sahini, J. R. Palta, W. Tome, and
S. Kim, “An algorithm for automatic, computed-tomography-based
source localization after prostate implant,” Med. Phys. 28, 1410–1415
共2001兲.
3
D. H. Brinkmann and R. W. Kline, “Automated seed localization from CT
datasets of the prostate,” Med. Phys. 25, 1667–1672 共1998兲.
4
C. Rasch, I. Barillot, P. Remeijer, A. Touw, M. van Herk, and J. V.
Lebesque, “Definition of the prostate in CT and MRI: A multi-observer
study,” Int. J. Radiat. Oncol., Biol., Phys. 43, 57–66 共1999兲.
5
R. L. Siddon and L. M. Chin, “Two-film brachytherapy reconstruction
algorithm,” Med. Phys. 12, 77–83 共1984兲.
6
H. I. Amols and I. I. Rosen, “A three-film technique for reconstruction of
radioactive seed implants,” Med. Phys. 8, 210–214 共1981兲.
7
D. D. Jackson, “An automated method for localizing radioactive seeds in
implant dosimetry,” Med. Phys. 10, 370–372 共1983兲.
8
P. J. Biggs and M. D. Kelley, “Geometric reconstruction of seed implants
using a three-film technique,” Med. Phys. 10, 701–704 共1983兲.
9
M. D. Altschuler, P. A. Findlay, and R. D. Epperson, “Rapid accurate,
three-dimensional location of multiple seeds in implant radiotherapy
treatment planning,” Phys. Med. Biol. 28, 1305–1318 共1983兲.
10
M. S. Rosenthal and R. Nath, “An automatic seed identification technique
for interstitial implants using three isocentric radiographs,” Med. Phys.
10, 475–479 共1983兲.
11
M. D. Altschuler and A. Kassaee, “Automated matching of corresponding
seed images of three simulator radiographs to allow 3D triangulation of
implanted seeds,” Phys. Med. Biol. 42, 293–302 共1997兲.

5101

Pokhrel et al.: Clinical validation of an iterative forward projection matching

12

D. Tubic, A. Zaccarin, J. Pouliot, and L. Beaulieu, “Automated seed
detection and three-dimensional reconstruction. I. Seed localization from
fluoroscopic images or radiographs,” Med. Phys. 28, 2256–2271 共2001兲.
13
D. Tubic, A. Zaccarin, L. Beaulieu, and J. Pouliot, “Automated seed
detection and three-dimensional reconstruction. II. Reconstruction of permanent prostate implants using simulated annealing,” Med. Phys. 28,
2272–2279 共2001兲.
14
A. Y. C. Fung, “C-arm imaging for brachytherapy source reconstruction:
Geometrical accuracy,” Med. Phys. 29, 724–726 共2002兲.
15
D. A. Todor, G. N. Cohen, H. I. Amols, and M. Zaider, “Operator-free,
film-based 3D seed reconstruction in brachytherapy,” Phys. Med. Biol.
47, 2031–2048 共2002兲.
16
D. A. Todor, M. Zaider, G. N. Cohen, M. F. Worman, and M. J. Zelefsky,
“Intraoperative dynamic dosimetry for prostate implants,” Phys. Med.
Biol. 48, 1153–1171 共2003兲.
17
S. Narayanan, P. S. Cho, and R. J. Marks II, “Fast cross-projection algorithm for reconstruction of seeds in prostate brachytherapy,” Med. Phys.
29, 1572–1579 共2002兲.
18
S. Narayanan, P. S. Cho, and R. J. Marks II, “Three-dimensional seed
reconstruction from an incomplete data set for prostate brachytherapy,”
Phys. Med. Biol. 49, 3483–3494 共2004兲.
19
Y. Su, B. J. Davis, M. G. Herman, and R. A. Robb, “Prostate brachytherapy seed localization by analysis of multiple projections: Identifying
and addressing the seed overlap problem,” Med. Phys. 31, 1277–1287
共2004兲.
20
M. J. Murphy and D. A. Todor, “Demonstration of a forward iterative
method to reconstruct brachytherapy seed configurations from x-ray pro-

Medical Physics, Vol. 37, No. 9, September 2010

5101

jections,” Phys. Med. Biol. 50, 2715–2737 共2005兲.
J. N. Roy, K. E. Wallner, P. J. Harrington, C. C. Line, and L. L. Anderson,
“A CT-based evaluation method for permanent implants: Applications to
prostate,” Int. J. Radiat. Oncol., Biol., Phys. 26, 163–169 共1993兲.
22
W. S. Bice, D. F. Dubois, J. J. Prete, and B. R. Prestidge, “Source localization from axial image sets by iterative relaxation of nearest neighbor
criterion,” Med. Phys. 26, 1919–1924 共1999兲.
23
R. E. Wallace and J. J. Fan, “Dosimetric characterization of a new design
103
palladium brachytherapy source,” Med. Phys. 26, 2465–2470 共1999兲.
24
A. S. Meigooni, S. A. Dini, S. B. Awan, K. Dou, and R. A. Koona,
“Theoretical and experimental determination of dosimetric characteristics
for ADVANTAGE™ Pd-103 Brachytherapy source,” Appl. Radiat. Isot.
64, 881–887 共2006兲.
25
A. S. Meigooni, Z. Bharucha, M. Yoe-Sein, and K. Sowards, “Dosimetric
characteristics of the Best® double-wall 103Pd brachytherapy source,”
Med. Phys. 28, 2568–2575 共2001兲.
26
J. Lee, C. Labat, A. K. Jain, D. Y. Song, E. C. Burdette, G. Fichtinger,
and J. L. Prince, “Optimal matching for prostate brachytherapy seed localization with dimension reduction,” in Proceedings of the 12th International Conference on Medical Image Computing and Computer-Assisted
Intervention 共MICCAI兲, 2009, Vol. 5761, pp. 59–66.
27
M. Brunet-Benkhoucha, F. Verhaegen, S. Lassalle, D. B. Nadeau, B. Reniers, D. Donath, D. Taussky, and J. F. Carrier, “Clinical implementation
of a digital tomosynthesis-based seed reconstruction algorithm for intraoperative postimplant dose evaluation in low dose rate prostate brachytherapy,” Med. Phys. 36, 5235–5244 共2009兲.
21

Paper II
Reconstruction of brachytherapy seed positions and orientations from cone-beam
CT x-ray projections via a novel iterative forward projection matching method

Damodar Pokhrel
Martin J Murphy
Dorin Todor
Elisabeth Weiss
Jeffrey F Williamson

Accepted for publication in Medical Physics, September (2010)

1

Reconstruction of brachytherapy seed positions and orientations from cone-beam
CT x-ray projections via a novel iterative forward projection matching method
Damodar Pokhrel, Martin J Murphy, Dorin A Todor, Elisabeth Weiss, and Jeffrey F Williamson
Department of Radiation Oncology, School of Medicine, Virginia Commonwealth University,
Richmond, Virginia 23298

Abstract
Purpose: To generalize and experimentally validate a novel algorithm for reconstructing
the 3D pose (position and orientation) of implanted brachytherapy seeds from a set of a
few measured 2D cone-beam CT (CBCT) x-ray projections.
Methods and materials: The iterative forward projection matching (IFPM) algorithm
was generalized to reconstruct the 3D pose, as well as centroid, of brachytherapy seeds
from three to ten measured 2D projections. The gIFPM algorithm finds the set of seed
poses that minimizes the sum-of-squared-difference (SSQD) of the pixel-by-pixel
intensities between computed and measured auto-segmented radiographic projections of
the implant. Numerical simulations of clinically realistic brachytherapy seed
configurations were performed to demonstrate the proof of principle. An in-house
machined brachytherapy phantom, which supports precise specification of seed position
and orientation at known values for simulated implant geometries, was used to
experimentally validate this algorithm. The phantom was scanned on an ACUITY CBCT
digital simulator over a full 660 sinogram projections. Three to ten x-ray images were
selected from the full set of CBCT sinogram projections and post-processed to create
binary seed-only images.
Results: In the numerical simulations, seed reconstruction position and orientation errors
were approximately 0.6 mm and 5, respectively. The physical phantom measurements
demonstrated an absolute positional accuracy of (0.78 ± 0.57) mm or less. The θ and φangle errors were found to be (5.7 ± 4.9) and (6.0 ± 4.1), respectively or less when
using three projections; with six projections results were slightly better. The mean
registration error was better than 1 mm/ 6 while compared against the measured seed
projections. Each test trial converged in 10 – 20 iterations with computation time of 12 –
18 min/iteration on a 1 GHz processor.
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Conclusion: This work describes a novel, accurate, and completely automatic method for
reconstructing seed orientations as well as centroids, from a small number of
radiographic projections, in support of intraoperative planning and adaptive replanning.
Unlike standard back-projection methods, gIFPM avoids the need to match
corresponding seed images on the projections. This algorithm also successfully
reconstructs overlapping clustered and highly migrated seeds in the implant. The
accuracy of better than 1 mm and 6 demonstrates that gIFPM has the potential to support
2D Task Group 43 calculations in clinical practice.
Key words: Brachytherapy Seed Orientation, Localization, gIFPM, Cone-beam CT, Xray projections.
I. INTRODUCTION
Post-implant localization of brachytherapy seeds implanted in the prostate allows
for validation against the planned seed poses (positions and orientations) as well as the
opportunity to recalculate the actual delivered dose. Transrectal ultrasound (TRUS)
guidance implantation provides adequate imaging of the soft tissue anatomy but is not
able to accurately reconstruct individual seed poses relative to the prostate during or after
the implantation.1 Currently, post-implant CT is the standard of practice for evaluating
and reporting dose2-7, however, it does not allow for altering and optimizing the treatment
plan intraoperatively. The 3D CT method is hampered by metal streaking artifacts and
limited spatial resolution due to slice thickness effects as well as lack of intraoperative
CT imaging capability.
With the introduction of dedicated ACUITY (Varian Medical System, Palo Alto,
CA) cone-beam CT (CBCT) digital simulator for seed placement, we can combine the
advantages of a rigidly-mounted intraoperative imaging system, for the both seed
reconstruction and reconstruction of 3D anatomy of the patient which could be used for
contouring.8 However, the ACUITY CBCT imaging system in our procedure room
requires about four minutes to acquire CT images and can not provide useful images with
the TRUS probe and metal stirrups that are located within or occlude the field of view.
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Reconstructing seeds from a few sinogram projections can overcome some of the
problems associated with the CT-based method, such as limited spatial resolution due to
slice thickness effect, ambiguities created by the metal streaking artifacts, and reduced
imaging time since neither a full sinogram nor a reconstructed 3D image are necessary.
By fusing the seed coordinates reconstructed from radiographs with TRUS images9-17,
rapid intraoperative seed reconstruction can be combined with the higher soft tissue
contrast characteristic of TRUS.18 However, widely used conventional back-projection
(BP) methods19-25 for localizing seeds from projection images require corresponding seed
images in each projection to be matched. When a large number of elongated seeds are
projected into a small area in each projection, it can be very difficult to completely
resolve seed clusters and isolate each seed centroid.
As currently practiced, conventional seed localization techniques only attempt to
find the center of the elongated line seeds (i.e., point source approximation) for dose
calculation. By directly measuring the individual 3D pose of each implanted
brachytherapy seed, more accurate Monte Carlo-based dose calculations (or 2D TG-43
dose calculations31) can be employed to include the effect of 2D anisotropy and interseed
attenuation on the resultant dose distribution. Corbett et al.26 found that incorporating 2D
anisotropy functions into the dose calculation slightly improved (~1%) dose volume
histogram (DVH) accuracy relative to the isotropic point-seed model, but they did not
report on local dose differences. However, for
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I and

103

Pd implants, Lindsay et al.27

showed that omitting 2D anisotropy corrections introduced large local dose variations
that collectively exceeded 10% in 20% to 40% of the target volume. Monte Carlo-based
dose evaluations demonstrate that interseed attenuation40, 43 may reduce D90 doses by as
much as 5% and dose-calculation models that account for the local seed anisotropy41 may
deviate by as much as 7.5% from one-dimensional point-source dose computations.
While a few investigators have developed generalized BP38-39 and CT-based algorithms45
for estimating seed orientation as well as position, they suffer from the same limitations
as their more widely used centroid localization counterparts.
In a companion paper we have introduced28 and experimentally validated on both
phantom and patient datasets a novel algorithm29, iterative forward projection matching
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(IFPM), which overcomes many of the disadvantages of CT-based and BP methods for
localizing seed centroids from radiographic images. In this paper, we introduce a
generalized IFPM (gIFPM) algorithm that allows reconstruction of seed orientations as
well as positions. gIFPM uses a model of the projection geometry and pre-plan seed
positions, and then iteratively adjusts the imaging system model parameters and the 3D
seed poses to maximize agreement between the computed forward projections and
measured (acquired) projections. Our method eliminates the need to match corresponding
seed images, resolves overlapping seed clusters, and has the potential to accommodate
incomplete data due to missing seeds. We demonstrate the accuracy and robustness of
five degrees-of-freedom gIFPM using both synthetic datasets and experimentally
measured projections of an in-house precision-machined prostate seed implant phantom.

II. MATERIALS AND METHODS
A. Generalized IFPM algorithm
The IFPM algorithm29 was adapted from Murphy and Todor28 and generalized to
reconstruct seed orientations as well as positions. This expanded line seed-model requires
five free pose parameters, x, y, z, ,  k for each of the seeds k  1,  , N in the world
coordinate system; where, rk  x, y, z k denotes the coordinates of the k-th seed center
and  ,  k describes its orientation. The length of the radiographically visible seed
components is denoted by L as shown in Figure 1. A model of the CBCT projection
geometry is made and positioned at M different locations and orientations specified by
translation and rotation matrices, Tx , y , z and  R  . . for each image viewpoint. The origin
of the world coordinate is at the CBCT isocenter; the x axis is left-right, the y axis is
anterior-posterior, and the z axis is superior-inferior direction, for a patient in supine
position with feet pointing away from the gantry stand. The three angles,

 , ,  

describe the orientation of CBCT central ray and detector panel relative to the three world
coordinate system axes for each image viewpoint. In practice,  = 90o, and  = 0o and 
is the gantry angle for each M image viewpoint. The detector model is parameterized by
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describing its magnification, image center, image size and pixel resolution. The source to
isocenter and isocenter to the detector distances are denoted by S and D, respectively.

Fig.1. Elongated line seed of length, L is characterized by the seed center (black dot) positions,  x, y, z 
and orientation coordinates,

 ,  

angle-pair in the world coordinates frame; where, z is the axis of

implantation.

Each of the N seeds, is characterized by its centroid location, rk , direction
cosines, Ωk describing the k-th seed axis orientation, and radiographically visible length,
L. The direction cosine vector is related to the original pose variables  ,  k in the world
coordinate system by,
Ω k   sin  cos  ,sin  sin  , cos  k

The endpoint coordinates of the seed marker are denoted by

(1)

r2,k

and r1,k ,

where | r2,k  r1,k | L , so that: r2, k   L / 2   Ω k  rk and r1, k    L / 2   Ω k  rk . In this

study, we used either the Model 6711 125I seed which has a 3.0 mm × 0.5 mm cylindrical
radio-opaque marker for 6711, giving an L = 3 mm or machined stainless steel cylinders
of 0.8 mm × 4.5 mm having an L = 4.5 mm. In general, each seed can be represented by a
locus of points in the CBCT rotated and translated projection frame, such that,

r   r ' | r '  r
'

k

k

  Ω k ,     L 2, L 2 . In practice, the Bresenham line drawing
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algorithm30 is used to represent each seed by a finite set of Q equally-spaced points to
represent the seed in the world coordinate frame, such that,

r 'k  r jk' | r jk'  rk    j  1   lk  L / 2   Ωk , j  1,, Q
 lk  L  Q  1

where,

  j  1   l

k

is

the

interval

between

(2)
two

adjacent

points

and

 L / 2   Lk represents the total length of the k-th seed.

Each member of

r 
'

k

projects onto the detector plane defined by gantry angle 

with coordinates  u 'jk , v 'jk  in each rotated and translated image plane. Then, we obtained


the initial estimate of the computed binary image intensity, I 0  u , v | rk , Ω k  ,   which is
set to unity for all detector pixels  u , v  containing a projected point from the set

r 
'

k

and zero elsewhere. More explicitly, the digitized line seed image pixels intensity is

given by,
1 if  j, k such that P  rj ,k    u, v  , 1  j  Q, 1  k  N
I 0  u, v | rk , Ωk  ,    
0 if not.

(3)

where, P  r    uk' , vk'  are the coordinates of the point r in the detector plane for a


gantry angle of  and rk , Ω k  denotes the set of N seed centroids and direction cosines.

The projected seeds on the detector plane were dilated one pixel along each
direction, yielding a line segment of uniform brightness and thickness t, which is
approximately equal to the width of the shadow cast by a Model 6711

125

I 0.5 mm

diameter radiographic marker. This ensured that each computed binary seed projection
had approximately the same shape and size as binary seed images segmented from
experimentally acquired projections. In our notation, the index j is dropped because after
projecting the points corresponding to a line seed, it was represented by a line segment of
uniform intensity on the 2D detector plane. The binary mask representation of the
projected line seed was then blurred by convolving it with a 2D Gaussian blurring
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function with a standard deviation σ. For a set of N line seeds projected from the world
frame then the total computed image is,
2
2
Ic  u, v | rk , Ωk  , ,      I0  uk' , vk' | rk , Ωk ,   exp   u  uk'  2 2   v  vk'  2 2 


k uk' ,vk'

 u  u  and  v  v 
'
k

where,

'
k

(4)

denote the distances between the corresponding pixel

centers. The main purpose of the Gaussian blurring is to create a continuous-value
grayscale image to which a gradient-driven iterative search process can be applied. In the
absence of any blurring on the images, large areas of the intensity map would have zero
intensity, providing no gradient to guide the similarity minimization search. The blurring
creates a “source attractive” potential well around each seed with tails extending beyond
the seed footprint, causing computed seed images to be pulled towards measured seed
images, and accelerating the convergence of the iterative minimization search.
The metric sum-of-squared-differences (SSQD), which describes the “similarity”
between all grayscale images, I c  u , v | rk , Ω k  ,  ,   of a candidate set of the seed poses

rk , Ωk 

and the corresponding experimentally acquired or “measured” images,

I m u , v |  , 



at nominal gantry angle , is given by,

SSQ D rk , Ω k  |  ,   

   I  u , v | r
c

u ,v

k

, Ω k  ,  ,    I m  u , v |  ,   

2

(5)

The seed pose parameters, rk , Ω k  were iteratively adjusted by simultaneously adjusting
the seed poses and the imaging viewpoint parameters relative to the first projection28,29
(i.e., the reference viewpoint, which is not allowed to vary; other imaging viewpoints are
defined relative to the first projection in terms of rotation and translation) and then
computing updated I c  u , v | rk , Ω k  ,  ,   . By allowing the projection viewpoints to
vary, we were able to correct for imprecision in the measured gantry positions and
thereby obtain a more precise projection match. The parameter adjustments were
calculated from the first derivatives of SSQD with respect to each degree of freedom. For
example, the derivative with respect to the x-coordinate of the k-th seed was computed as
follows;
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  SSQD xk  2 Ic  u, v | rk , Ωk  , ,    Im  u, v |  ,    Ic  u, v | rk , Ωk  , ,   xk  (6)
  u ,v

Because the image grayscale intensities are represented entirely by the Gaussian blurring
function, the grayscale image gradient, I c  u , v | rk , Ω k  ,  ,   xk for each seed was
calculated analytically from equation (4) for that degree of freedom. Similarly, we
computed the first derivatives of SSQD with respect to the other spatial and angular
coordinates. Detailed derivations of the gradient calculation can be found in the appendix.
After computing the analytical gradients to adjust all free parameters, the process
iteratively refined the 3D seed’s pose and each imaging viewpoint parameter (except first
projection) until the computed projections optimally matched the measured projections of
the seed geometry. The computed and measured projections must have the same imaging
geometry, image size and pixel resolution. At least two, but preferably three or more
pairs of computed and measured projections with corresponding imaging geometry are
required for a stable reconstruction process. The 5N seed pose plus 6 (M -1) degrees of
freedom for the relative viewpoints (i.e., excluding the first fixed projection) are the
freely moveable parameters in each iteration, where, M is the total number of projections.
To iteratively adjust the free parameters, leading to the minimization of SSQD, we
used a nonlinear gradient search method28,29 that combined a steepest descent gradient
search with a parabolic approximation of the SSQD surface around the global minimum.
For overlapping clusters and highly migrated seeds, it was observed that the
computed seed pose at convergence varied somewhat with initial starting configuration.
This indicated less than optimal convergence matching. For example, if the initial seed
position estimates are far from the measured configuration, the gIFPM algorithm may not
converge to an optimal configuration. To improve the accuracy in such settings, we
applied a two step adaptive blurring scheme in which a larger 2D Gaussian blurring (i.e.,
σ1) was used for the initial iterations. The output of the first-step convergence was taken
and used as an initial estimate with a reduced gaussian spreading (i.e., σ2) for the
remaining iterations. The two-step blurring strategy used a more diffuse computed image
9

with larger capture range in the beginning to draw the computed seeds closer to the
measured ones and then increased the sharpness of the computed image to improve
accuracy at the final convergence. The optimal values of two-step blurring, σ1 and σ2
were obtained from trial and error for each seed configuration and were between (3.0 –
2.2) mm and (2.0 – 1.4) mm, respectively.

B. Validation via simulated implant geometries
The numerical simulation studies used computational models of configurations of
56 to 70 elongated line seed sources in 3D space. Clinically realistic initial estimates of
the seed configuration and synthetically- produced projections were obtained from patient
pre-plans based upon a pre-treatment ultrasound volume study, which give the centroid
coordinates rk  relative to the planning target volume (PTV) for each patient. Since our
gIFPM algorithm used the CBCT reference frame, the ultrasound-based preplan
coordinates were transformed to the CBCT coordinate system by using rotation,
translation and scaling.
Then line seeds of length L (3.0 mm × 0.5 mm cylindrical radio-opaque marker of
Model 6711

I seed) were centered at the transformed rk  centroid coordinates and
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aligned with the axis of implantation (i.e.   0,   0 ) which we called the “straight
seed” implant. This was our initial estimate of the implant seed configuration. The 3D
position of each seed in the configuration was shifted by a displacement, d k randomly
sampled from the uniform distribution [-2 mm, 2 mm] in each of the three directions,
resulting in a mean displacement of 1.98 mm. The θ and φ-values were randomly

sampled from the uniform [-π/6, π/6] and [-π/2, π/2] distributions, respectively. To
simulate migrated seeds in the implant, we manually adjusted the 3D pose of a few seeds
after perturbing the configuration. These configurations were used to compute three
“synthetic measured” projection images, i.e., projections of the configuration that we
wished to determine. The source to isocenter distance was 100 cm and source to detector
distance was 150 cm. The images were 288 × 288 pixels square and had a resolution of
0.388 mm/pixel.
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The accuracy of each trial was quantified by calculating the root-mean-square
(RMS) difference and the standard deviation between the estimated and known 3D seed
poses.

C. Validation via physical phantoms
A validation phantom (see Figure 2) was designed and fabricated from eight
interchangeable 9.5 cm × 9.5 cm × 0.6 cm acrylic slabs, allowing up to 100 decayed
Model 6711 125I seeds to be placed at known locations and orientations. Each slab, which
represents a single plane of seeds, contains 10 mm diameter removable cylindrical plugs,
each of which can contain a single dummy seed. The position and polar orientation, θ, of
each seed are determined by the location and angle (with respect to plug rotational axis)
of the seed cavity created by a digital milling machine. The azimuthal angle φ can be
controlled by rotating the plug within its slab and is quantified by means of an angular
scale [see Figure 2 (a)]. Because plugs and planes are interchangeable, one can realize
many different seed configurations. The seeds were arranged in rectilinear layers
separated by 6 mm, with 6 mm to 10 mm interseed (center-to-center) spacing within each
slab. Up to 10 clusters of as many as 5 seeds were physically modeled in the implants (for
example, see Figure 3) in order to test the robustness of gIFPM in the presence of both
clustered and non-overlapping seeds. The slabs are held in rigid configuration by placing
them inside a hollow acrylic rectangular box designed for this purpose [see Figure 2 (b)]
prior to scanning. The positional accuracy of the known 3D seed centroids of the
precision-machined phantom was +/-0.1 mm in each of the three directions and about 1o
angular accuracy for the θ and φ angle-pair.
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seed

(a)

(b)

Fig.2. Close-up photographs, (a) an acrylic slab of the phantom containing Model 6711 125I seeds; where
the polar angle θ is defined as the angle between implant axis and the major axis of the seed. It was
assigned across the slab at different orientation for each seed (see inset). The azimuthal angle, φ was
assigned by using the adjustable reference grid drawn for each seed in known orientation, and (b) multiconfiguration precision-machined phantom assembly with all 8 replaceable slabs. This phantom was used
to create different seed configurations to test the gIFPM algorithm seed localization accuracy in the clinical
setting.

Initial estimates of each seed configuration were obtained by randomly perturbing
the known 3D seed configuration, as described earlier. The initial estimates of θ and φvalues were also randomly sampled from the uniform [-π/6, π/6] and [-π/2, π/2]
distributions, respectively. To make the computed projection images, the perturbed seeds
configuration was rotated and translated to each imaging viewpoint and then projected on
the  u , v  detector planes. The seed centroids were transformed to obtain extended line
seeds before making projections as described in § II (A).
In this study, three clinically realistic brachytherapy seed configurations
containing totals of 50, 72 and 76 seed datasets were realized on the phantom. For the 50
seed case, decayed Model 6711
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I seeds obtained from Oncura Inc. were used. In that

case, we modeled only 3 mm radio-graphically visible radio-opaque marker. For the
remaining cases, machined stainless steel cylinders (4.5 mm long by 0.8 mm in diameter)
were used.

D. Acquisition and processing of radiographic projections
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To experimentally validate this algorithm, the phantom was imaged on a Varian
ACUITY imaging system which is used for performing image-guided brachytherapy
insertions in our dedicated brachytherapy suite. The Acuity system can be operated in
CBCT, fluoroscopic, or radiographic mode. CBCT images of the phantom were acquired
for a complete gantry rotation around the phantom capturing approximately 660
projections through 360o using a Varian 4030CB flat panel detector (FPD). The detector
is 40 cm × 30 cm with a 1024 × 768 image size and pixel resolution of 0.388 mm/pixel
and a 16-bit depth. The ACUITY imaging geometry consists of a 100 cm source to
isocenter distance and a 150 cm source to detector distance. Three to ten radiographic
projections at 5o to 10o angular intervals were selected from the full set CBCT x-ray
projections between ±30o gantry angles. The choice of perspectives was based on
maximizing visibility of the implanted seeds in the projections and avoiding excessively
small parallaxes.
The post-processing involved a) cropping the images to 288 × 288 pixels square;
b) normalizing the image intensity by finding its maximum and minimum values in the
image; c) morphological top-hat-filtering to suppress the background; and d) automatic
thresholding using the 3-standard deviation value of the pixel intensity histogram to
create binary line-seed images in each projection in order to separate the seeds from the
background. This process resulted in binary bitmap images with zero intensity in the
background and intensity 1 over the area of each projected line seed.

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

Fig.3. An example case of the image post-processing of the projection images obtained from the Varian
4030CB digital simulator, (a) raw projection image, (b) filtered image, (c) binary seed only bitmap image,
and (d) blurred grayscale image using the gIFPM algorithm for 76 seed phantom datasets.
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The gIFPM method does not require transforming cylindrical seed images into
point-like landmarks. Instead we match elongated line-seed features in the 2D images
including overlapping seed clusters. This avoids a major difficulty encountered by backprojection methods: resolving seed clusters and isolating each seed centroid before
reconstruction. The binary images were then convolved with the same 2D Gaussian
blurring function that is used for the computed projection to create diffuse elongated seed
lines with a known intensity distribution. This produces smoothly-varying grayscale
image gradients that can be calculated analytically in the computed projections to guide
towards minimization of the objective function, SSQD and speed up the convergence of
the matching process. An example case of image post-processing is shown in Figure 3.

E. Assessment of the seed reconstruction/ registration error
In the simulated implant study, the accuracy of each trial was quantified by
calculating the root-mean-square (RMS) difference and the standard deviation between
all estimated and true/synthetic measured 3D pose parameters.
For the phantom studies, the seed reconstruction error was quantified in three
ways. First, the seed reconstruction error was computed by directly comparing the
computed seed coordinates with the known seed poses obtained from the precisionmachined phantoms. In the second approach, the seed registration error was evaluated by
re-projecting the gIFPM line seed pose at convergence onto the 2D image planes,
overlaying the computed and measured seed projection, and calculating the nearestneighbor difference between the measured and computed seed poses in each image plane.
In this approach, for all non-clustered computed seed images, we empirically calculated
the seed centroids (center of mass of each seed region) and orientation angles (angle
between the x-axis and the major axis of each seed) in each 2D image plane and
compared with those obtained from the measured seed images at convergence.
In the third approach, we compared the gIFPM positional coordinates to those
obtained by the VariSeed planning 8.0 software (Varian Medical System, Palo Alto, CA)
operating on the CBCT dataset reconstructed from the same set of projections from
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which the gIFPM measured projections were selected. VariSeed automatic seed finder
tool was used. Since VariSeed frequently detected more seeds than were actually
implanted, manual corrections were performed to estimate the approximate seeds
locations. As VariSeed does not provide the individual seed orientations coordinate, we
compared only the seed centroids. Accuracy was quantified in terms of the minimum 3D
distance between each gIFPM seed centroid position and the nearest VariSeed seed
location. The seed reconstruction error was quantified by computing the vector and scalar
displacement between the gIFPM and VariSeed positions. VariSeed seed centroids have
limited accuracy due to the CT partial volume artifacts, metal streaking artifacts, and
difficulty in resolving overlapping seed clusters. These uncertainties were included in our
estimation of the accuracy of the gIFPM solution for the seed positions.

III. RESULTS
1. Simulated implants
In Figure 4 we illustrate an example, of the iterative matching process for a
simulated implant consisting of 60 seeds. The three projections have gantry angles of 0,
±30. The initial seed configuration was obtained from a patient’s pre-procedure planned
implant geometry assuming the seed axes to be parallel to the gantry axis. Comparison of
the final computed images 4 (c) to the measured images (d) shows excellent agreement,
including reproducing overlapping seed clusters which appear as brighter and/or extended
seed group image features. The gIFPM algorithm successfully found seeds that were
placed as far as 5 mm from their pre-planned positions. This case required 11 iterations in
the 1st step (gaussian width, σ1 = 2.8 mm) with computation time of about 12
min/iteration and 4 iterations in the second step (σ2 = 1.8 mm), with computation time of
about 16 min/iteration on 1 GHz processor (computation time depended upon number of
seeds used in the implants, i.e., the number of free parameters to optimize in each
iteration).
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gantry
angle
0o

-30o

+30o

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

Fig.4. An illustration of the convergence process for a 60 seed simulated implant, (a) initial estimated seed
configuration with “straight seeds” derived from a patient pre-plan, (b) computed images after convergence
with 1 = 2.8 mm, (c) computed images after convergence with 2 = 1.8 mm and using poses (b) as the
initial configuration; and (d) the true/synthetic measured images, where the rows represent different gantry
angles. The gIFPM algorithm was able to reproduce orientation of each individual seed including
overlapping clustered and highly migrated seeds.

Figure 5 shows the convergence of the objective function score for the four
simulated patient implants, where the black arrow indicates the plateau regions of the
similarity when switching from first step to second step iterations. Similar transitions can
be seen for the other patient cases convergence histories. For the 60 seed test case, from
one-to-one correspondence between the true/synthetic measured and computed sets of
seed coordinates, the gIFPM absolute accuracy was (0.53 ± 0.43) mm for position and
(3.7 ± 2.7) and (4.4 ± 3.8) for polar and azimuthal angles, respectively. Figure 6 shows
the histograms of the seed localization errors. More than 98% of the reconstructed seed
positions are within 1 mm of their true positions, and more than 95% of the reconstructed
seed orientations are within 5 of their true orientations.
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Fig.5. The similarity metric score vs. iteration number for the two step gIFPM algorithm for the four
simulated patient cases: 56, 60, 66, and 70 seed configurations. The transition from larger to smaller
blurring for the 66 seed configuration is shown by the black arrow. The one-dimensional image-intensity
profiles in the inset illustrate the difference in capture range for the two blurring levels.

Several experiments were performed to test the accuracy and robustness of the
gIFPM algorithm, including arranging the seed geometry to simulate seed clusters and
overlaps of increasing complexity in more than one or more projections, e.g., 2, 3 or
seeds overlapping in one or more than one projection, etc. Figure 4 illustrates successful
resolution of more than 4 seed clusters consisting of up to 5 seeds in the cluster on more
than one projection. We found that gIFPM could accurately determine seed poses with
clusters consisting of as many as five seeds. Table I summarizes the accuracy of gIFPM
reconstructions for four simulated implants derived from patient cases. In all cases, the
RMS seed position error was less than 0.7 mm and the maximum error did not exceed 1.5
mm. The RMS orientation errors were found to be about 5o for the both angular
coordinates.
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(a)

(b)

Fig.6. Histograms of the seed localization error for the 60 seed simulated patient configuration, (a)
positional error in terms of 3D distance between reconstructed and true location, and (b) orientation error.
The gIFPM absolute accuracy was (0.53 ± 0.43) mm for position, and (3.7 ± 2.7) and (4.4 ± 3.8) for θ
and φ angles, respectively.
Table I. Accuracy of gIFPM reconstructed poses for 4 simulated implants derived from patient pre-plans.
The root-mean-square (RMS) value and standard deviation for the positional and orientation coordinates
are reported. The maximum displacement (Max. error) of the seed position is also reported.
Patient #
Gantry
Total no. of
(No. of seeds) angles (o) iterations
gIFPM vs. true seed pose
RMS error
Max.
RMS error in
in seed position
error
seed orientation (o)
(mm)
(mm)
θ
φ

I (56)

II (60)
III (66)*
IV (70)

0
+20
-20
0
-30
+30
0
-20
+20
0
+30
-30

15

0.63 ± 0.45

1.32

4.4 ± 3.2

5.3 ± 3.1

14

0.53 ± 0.43

1.19

3.9 ± 2.7

4.4 ± 3.8

11

0.68 ± 0.54

1.46

5.2 ± 5.7

5.8 ± 5.3

16

0.65 ± 0.52

1.38

6.0 ± 2.8

6.2 ± 3.2

* Two extra seeds in the pre-plan
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Figure 7 illustrates the convergence process for Table I Case III in which
ambiguities are created by incomplete (two seeds missing from the true implant but
present in estimate) and excessive (one additional seed-like artifact in the measured
projections with no counterpart in the computed images) data. Figure 7 (d) shows that in
both cases that the two-step iterative convergence process closely reproduces the
measured seed projections. However, the gIFPM algorithm converged robustly to an
optimal solution of the seed configuration that was only slightly perturbed in the region
adjacent to the additional or missing seed images. Since difference images readily
identify the additional and/or missing seeds, gIFPM could be rerun with a modified initial
configuration having the correct number seeds and/or seed-like objects, which would
slightly improve reconstruction accuracy.
gantry
angle
+20o

+20o

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

Fig.7. Illustration of gIFPM seed reconstruction for simulated case III in Table I for a single projection. In
the first row (+20°), 66 seeds are present in the simulated implant derived from the preplan but 68 are
assumed in the initial seed configure, (a) with seed axes parallel to the gantry axis. In the second row
(+20°), 66 seeds are present both in the initial estimated configuration and in the simulated implant along
with an additional seed-like artifact which is present in the measured images, (a) initial estimate of the seed
configuration, (b) computed images at final convergence, (c) the synthetic measured images corresponding
to the “true” seed configuration, and (d) difference between images (b) and (c). The red arrow and ellipse in
(d) indicates the extra seed(s) found by gIFPM at convergence.

2. Validation test with phantoms
Physical phantoms with different seed configurations were imaged in order to
evaluate the gIFPM algorithm in a more clinically realistic setting. Figure 8 shows the
convergence of the objective function for the three example seed configurations derived
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from the same phantom; where the black arrow indicates the plateau region where the
algorithm transition from the larger to smaller Gaussian width.
Table II. Accuracy of seed poses deduced by the gIFPM algorithm for three seed configurations realized
by our physical phantom and imaged on the VCU ACUITY system. The root-mean-square (RMS) value
and standard deviation for the positional and orientation coordinates are reported while using 3 vs. 6
experimentally acquired projections. The maximum displacement (Max. error) of the seed position is also
reported.
No. of
No. of
Total no. of
gIFPM vs. true seed pose
seeds
projections
iterations
RMS error in
Max. error RMS error in
seed position (mm) (mm)
orientation (o)
θ

φ

3

19

0.78 ± 0.57

1.88

5.7 ± 4.9

6.0 ± 4.1

6

21

0.67 ± 0.47

1.56

4.6 ± 3.6

4.5 ± 3.3

3

17

0.72 ± 0.48

1.74

5.0 ± 3.8

5.7 ± 3.3

6

18

0.56 ± 0.52

1.37

3.8 ± 2.9

4.2 ± 3.7

3

15

0.75 ± 0.46

1.78

4.9 ± 3.3

5.3 ± 3.8

6

16

0.59 ± 0.42

1.44

3.2 ± 2.8

4.3 ± 2.9

76**

72**

50*

** Line seed made up of stainless steel (4.5 mm long and 0.8 mm in diameter)
* Actual Model 6711 125I dummy seed (3.0 mm × 0.5 mm radio-opaque marker)

As shown in Table II and Figure 9, the phantom study shows good agreement between
the generalized IFPM and the known seed coordinates realized by the phantom. Table II
shows RMS reconstruction errors ranging from 0.56 mm to 0.78 mm with angular
coordinate RMS errors ranging from 3 to 6. These errors are only slightly larger than
those of the idealized simulated implant study, indicating that the additional errors
associated with determination of the seed poses in the phantom and Acuity forwardprojection modeling errors are not significant. Increasing the number of projections from
3 to 6 reduced these errors by approximately a factor of

2

at the cost of doubling

computation time. For the 76 seed phantom case, from one-to-one correspondence
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between the two sets of seed coordinates, the RMS error was (0.78 ± 0.57) mm. The θ
and φ angle distributions were found to be (5.7 ± 4.9) and (6.0 ± 4.1), respectively
when using three projections. The seed reconstruction error is reported in the histograms
of Figure 9 (a) show that 97% of the reconstructed seed positions are within 1.5 mm from
the measured seed locations, and (b) 95% of the reconstructed seed orientations are
within 8o of their known orientations.

Fig.8. The similarity metric score vs. iteration number for the two-step gIFPM algorithm for the three
example physical phantom seed configurations. The transition from larger to smaller blurring filter for the
50 seed configuration is highlighted by the black arrow.

(a)
(b)
Fig.9. Histograms of the seed localization error in 3D space between reconstructed and true pose for the 76
seed phantom configuration for three projection images, (a) positional error, and (b) orientation error. The
RMS error was found to be (0.78 ± 0.57) mm for position. The θ and φ angle distributions were found to be
(5.7 ± 4.9) and (6.0 ± 4.1), respectively.
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(a)

(b)

(c)

Fig.10. Superposition of measured (white) and computed (black) line seed images projected on the detector
planes for gantry angles of (a) +5o, (b) -20o, and (c) +20o for 76 seed phantom configuration. While many
computed seeds coincided exactly with the measured ones, a few still reveal small discrepancies.

An example of the reconstructed seed configurations projected onto the imaging
planes is presented in Figure 10. For the subset of seed images that do not overlap, the
residual 2D RMS error in computed vs. measured seed images were 0.69 ± 0.55 mm (+5
degree), 0.83 ± 0.56 mm (-20 degree), and 0.79 ± 0.58 mm (+20 degree) for nearestneighbor displacement and 5.6 ± 3.7° (+5 degree), 6.9 ± 6.2° (-20 degree), and 6.7 ± 5.1°
(+20 degree), respectively, for polar angle. This indicated very good agreement between
measured and computed seed images.

Fig.11. Seed-by-seed vector difference between gIFPM positions and those obtained from the VariSeed
planning system for 76 seed phantom datasets. The 3D RMS error was (1.69 ± 0.63) mm.
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Figure 11 shows the seed-by-seed vector displacement between gIFPM and
VariSeed coordinates. The mean (and RMS) values along the x, y, and z directions were
found to be 0.39 ± 1.02 mm (0.87 ± 0.54 mm), -0.27 ± 1.06 mm (0.90 ± 0.52 mm), and
0.35 ± 0.98 mm (0.72 ± 0.48 mm), respectively. The 3D RMS error was 1.69 ± 0.63 mm.
This level of agreement seems reasonable given uncertainties in VariSeed centroid
localization due to metal streaking artifacts, partial volume averaging, and finite CT slice
width.

IV. DISCUSSION
A novel IFPM algorithm has been successfully extended to the more complex five
degrees-of-freedom problem of reconstructing the 3D pose, as well as centroid, of radioopaque cylindrically symmetric implanted objects such as implanted brachytherapy seeds
from a limited number of radiographic projections. IFPM approach does not require
solution of the challenging NP3 seed image matching problems unlike standard BP
methods. It avoids the intra- and inter-observer variability in localizing seeds that is
frequently observed on three-film methods.9-16 This method also allows the imaging
viewpoints for the digitally reconstructed radiographs (DRRs) to be free parameters to
adjust gantry angle uncertainties relative to the first projection. In addition, a novel
precision-machined prostate seed implant phantom, capable of realizing multiple seed
configurations with an accuracy of 0.1 mm, was developed for rigorously testing the new
algorithm.
Several algorithms are available for reconstructing 3D seed pose, including seed
orientation, from measured 2D projections.19-20, 38-39 The algorithms presented by Tubic
et al.19-20 use mathematical morphology to detect the center of the seeds as well as their

orientation on the 2D image plane. This information (seed center and orientation in 2D)
was then used to perform 3D reconstruction of each individual seed including
orientation.44 However, their method fails to correctly reconstruct seeds in large clusters
of more than three seeds. Another approach, proposed by Siebert et al.38, separately backprojects the tip and end positions of each seed image and uses a heuristic search
algorithm to efficiently solve the NP3 matching problem. While in principle this method
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identifies seed orientation, no quantitative data are shown. A promising brachytherapy
seed reconstruction method using seven digital-tomosynthesis (DTS) projections has
recently been applied to clinical datasets.39 In their method, seed-only 3D binary images
were obtained by back-projecting each detector pixel shadowed by an elongated seed
based upon pre-reconstruction binarization of each projection. They were then able to
estimate orientation by finding the major and minor axes of the each reconstructed 3D
binary voxel cluster. However, their method can not distinguish between orientations of
seed clusters and individual seeds. The methods discussed above all have the
disadvantages of BP, including intolerance to incomplete and inconsistent data as well as
difficulty of resolving overlapping clusters. By accurately modeling each elongated line
seed in 3D space and iteratively finding the best solution that accounts for the measured
projections, our method explicitly detects the orientation of each individual seed and is
capable of reproducing overlapping seed clusters and highly-migrated seeds in the
implants. By using a few CBCT projections, the gIFPM has the potential for fusion-based
intraoperative brachytherapy planning.
Tubic and Beaulieu45 have proposed a new brachytherapy seed reconstruction
technique that seeks to extract seed pose by analyzing the seed projections in the raw CT
sinograms rather than reconstructed CT images. Essentially, their method involves
segmenting the sinusoidal trace produced by each seed and fitting a mathematical model
to each trace from which the centroid (derived from centerline of trace) and orientation
(modulation of trace width as a function of gantry angle) can be derived. By working
with higher resolution sinograms, their method avoids the major difficulties of CT-based
localization, such as limited spatial resolution due to slice thickness limitation and
uncertainties created by metal streaking artifacts. Excellent results were obtained for an
idealized 16 seed phantom. However, automatically segmenting the sinusoidal seed
projections, especially in the presence of realistic anatomic structure and image noise,
remains a significant and unsolved technical challenge. Similarly, detecting variablewidth traces, quantifying trace width, dealing with seeds normal to the scanner axis, and
resolving tightly bunched seed clusters also challenge this algorithm. While we have not
yet applied our five degrees-of-freedom gIFPM algorithm to actual clinical data, in our
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previous study29 our relatively simple filtering and segmentation algorithms were
successfully applied to anterior and oblique x-ray images of four Model 200

103

Pd seed

implants.
The125I and 103Pd seeds exhibit considerable anisotropy in their dose distributions
due to their internal geometry. The “self-attenuation” by the material along the seed
major axis is the main cause for the seed anisotropy. However, identification of the seed
orientations on CT images is difficult primarily because of the slice thickness and voxel
size limitations. To avoid this difficulty, the AAPM TG-4331 one-dimensional pointsource approximation, employing an average distance-dependent anisotropy correction,
the 1D anisotropy function, is used almost universally in clinical treatment planning. This
approach is valid for a multi-seed implant if all seed orientations are equally probable.
However, Corbett et al.26 demonstrated that the seeds are preferentially orientated along
the needle directions, based upon the distribution of the polar angle, θ, derived from
analysis of seed projection angles on one-month post-implant anterior-posterior
radiographs of ten patients. By averaging the dose over an ensemble of 125I implants with
identical centroids but randomly sampled orientations from the above distributions,
Corbett et al.26 demonstrated that seed orientation had little effect on DVH parameters,
e.g., D90, commonly used for clinical dose specification.
However, the theoretical study presented by Prasad et al.32 concluded that the
actual dose rate may differ from the expected dose rate by a factor of 2 when taking
account of the anisotropy of the individual seeds. In the post-implants geometry using 125I
and

103

Pd seed, Lindsay et al.27 showed that the 1D TG-43 treatment of anisotropy

resulted in significant local dose computation errors (±10% for CTV and ±5% for the
rectum) compared to the more accurate 2D line-seed model which requires specification
of the seed orientation. However, none of these studies had available actual seed
orientations for their studies nor did they present a practical method for measuring
orientation. Our five parameter model allows the individual seed position and orientation
distribution to be determined for each implant. By directly measuring the individual 3D
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pose of each implanted brachytherapy seed, our method allows the 3D dose distribution
to be more rigorously computed using the full 2D TG-43 line-seed formalism.31
As reported in the literature42 and found in our clinical experience, metallic 103Pd
or

125

I seeds cause moderate to severe streaking artifacts on CBCT images which

introduce errors in soft-tissue segmentation, deformable image registration, and CT-based
dose calculation. Accurate identification of the metal seed boundary and its orientation in
the sinogram projections is very useful for suppressing such artifacts by projecting each
metal seed boundary onto the sinogram so that the missing soft-tissue information can be
recovered by interpolation from the surrounding soft-tissue image texture. Reconstruction
of CBCT images with corrected sinogram projections can then be performed. Thus,
another application of gIFPM is aiding in the accurate identification of seed traces in
support of interpolative sinogram corrections. By reducing streak and associated noise
propagation artifacts, significant clinical value can be added to CBCT imaging for imageguided brachytherapy.
By subtracting the measured images from the computed images at convergence, in
the current version of gIFPM, one can locate extra-seed(s) in the implant. Future versions
of gIFPM will automatically correct for over- and under-counted seed(s) in the implant
and re-run the reconstruction process to obtain a more optimal match. More extensive
investigation of the initial estimate of the seed configurations using TRUS pre-implant
geometry of the actual patient will be performed to further validate this algorithm. This
iterative pose search method has not been optimized for speed. Improving the
computation efficiency is also an area of future development.
The data presented in this paper demonstrate that the gIFPM algorithm works
effectively for seeds with radio-opaque markers having aspect ratios of 6:1 or larger.
Besides the Model 6711 125I seed, other seed models satisfying this constraint include the
selectSeed33, (Amersham 6733 seed, IsoAid Advantage, DraxImage LS-1, Source Tech
Medical STM1251)34, symmetra35, Model 901136 and Best Model 230137 sources. Our
previous work29 demonstrated that the three degrees-of-freedom IFPM algorithm can not
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accurately estimate the centroids of such elongated seeds because of the requirement that
computed projections produce seed shadows that closely approximate the shape and size
of the actual seed binary images. The centroid-only IFPM localization algorithm was
shown to accurately reconstruct the positions of Model 200

103

Pd seeds, which contain

cylindrical lead markers with a 2:1 aspect ratio. Thus, to apply IFPM reconstruction to
Model 6711

125

I implants, the gIFPM is essential. The gIFPM method is further being

generalized to reconstruct larger and non-cylindrically symmetric metal objects in
brachytherapy treatment, e.g., intracavitary applicators (i.e., colpostats and tandem) of
known but arbitrary shape from a small set of 2D x-ray projections.

V. CONCLUSION
We have presented a new approach to brachytherapy seed localization, gIFPM
able to accurately recover the orientation as well as location of individual seeds within a
densely implanted volume from a limited set of measured 2D x-ray projections. By
knowing the full 3D pose of each implanted seed, more rigorous Monte Carlo-based or
2D TG-43 dose calculations can be performed. Based on both physical and simulated
implants, seed reconstruction errors were about 0.7 mm and 6 for θ and φ-angles. The
algorithm exhibits robust performance in the presence of overlapping seed clusters,
highly migrated seeds, erroneous seed count, and errors in specifying the radiographic
projection geometry. By incorporating a five degrees-of-freedom search capability, the
IFPM approach, which does not require matching of corresponding images on each
projection, can be extended to localization of cylindrically symmetric objects, e.g.
implanted fiducial markers, whose aspect ratios are 6:1 or larger. This algorithm is more
robust and tolerant of incomplete data than back-projection and has the potential to make
intraoperative dose reconstruction and adaptive replanning from fused TRUS images and
a few quick radiographic projections feasible.
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APPENDIX: ANALYTIC GRADIENT OF THE SIMILARITY, SSQD WITH
RESPECT TO FIVE DEGREES OF FREEDOM OF EACH SEED
Recalling equation (2), for each line seed k, in the rotated and translated CT frame,
(A1)
r 'k  r jk' | r jk'  rk    j  1   lk  L / 2   Ωk , j  1,, Q





where, j  1, , Q is a finite set of Q points spaced at interval  lk  L  Q  1 that
represents the k-th seed.
Now, rotate and translate the CT frame to the each projection coordinate system (in
which z axis corresponds with its central axis), rewriting equation (A1) more explicitly,
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(A2)

 L / 2   Lk represents the total length of the k-th seed. No

translation is applied, i.e., Tx , y , z  0 . The complete rotation matrix was obtained by taking

the product of the three rotation matrices defined in the world coordinate system, for each
image viewpoint. The line seeds in the CT frame project to the detector plane  u , v  are
given by,

 u , v   M  z  x , y 
'
k

'
k

'
k

'
k

'
k

(A3)

where, M k   S  D S  zk'  is the magnification factor, which is different for each
endpoints; S and D are the source-to-isocenter and isocenter-to-detector distances,
respectively. Since, the brachytherapy line seed has rotational symmetry around the axis
of rotation; we computed one derivative per seed per degree of freedom with respect to
the each seed center coordinates (note that: the index j has been dropped). From equation
(4), the image grayscale gradient for x-degree of freedom was calculated as follows,
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2
where, g  u  uk' , v  vk' |    exp    u  uk'  2 2   v  vk'  2 2  and  is the estimate



of the imaging viewpoint.
Finally, from equations (A2) and (A3), using chain rule, we get,
uk' x  M k  R11   R31 xk'
vk' x  M k  R 21   R31 yk'

 S  z  

 S  z  
'
k

(A5)

'
k

and similarly for the y and z coordinates of each seed. The analytical gradient of the
similarity, SSQD with respect to θ-angle coordinate for each seed was calculated from
equation (5) as follows,



  SSQD k  2 Ic  u, v | rk , Ωk  ,,   Im  u, v | ,   Ic  u, v | rk , Ωk  ,,  k  (A6)
  u,v

Again, from equation (4) we computed the image grayscale gradient with respect to θdegree of freedom,
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(A7)
Finally, from equations (A2) and (A3), using chain rule, we get,

uk' k  Mk Lk  R11.cos cos  R12.cos sin  R13.sin 



  R31.cos cos  R32.cos sin  R33.sin  xk'  S  zk'   

vk' k  Mk Lk  R21.cos cos  R22.cos sin  R23.sin 


  R31.cos cos  R32.cos sin  R33.sin  yk'  S  zk'  

(A8)
Similarly, we have computed analytical gradient of SSQD with respect to φ-angle
coordinate of each seed.
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Abstract
Purpose: To present a novel method for reconstructing the 3D pose (position and
orientation) of radio-opaque applicators of known but arbitrary shape from a small set of
2D x-ray projections in support of intra-operative brachytherapy planning.
Methods and materials: The generalized iterative forward projection matching (gIFPM)
algorithm finds the six degree-of-freedom pose of an arbitrary rigid object by minimizing
the

sum-of-squared-intensity-differences

(SSQD)

between

the

computed

and

experimentally-acquired auto-segmented projection of the objects. Starting with an initial
estimate of the object’s pose, gIFPM iteratively refines the pose parameters (3D position
and three Euler angles) until the SSQD converges. The object, here specialized to a
Fletcher-Weeks intracavitary brachytherapy (ICB) applicator, is represented by a fine
mesh of discrete points derived from complex combinatorial geometric models of the
actual applicators. Three pairs of computed and measured projection images with known
imaging geometry are used. Projection images of an intrauterine tandem and colpostats
were acquired from ACUITY cone-beam CT (CBCT) digital-simulator. An image postprocessing step was performed to create blurred binary applicators only images. To
quantify gIFPM accuracy, the reconstructed 3D pose of the applicator model was forward
projected and overlaid with the measured images and empirically calculated the nearestneighbor applicator difference for each image pair.
Results: In the numerical simulations, the tandem and colpostats positions (x, y, z) and
orientations (α, β, γ) were estimated with accuracies of 0.6 mm and 2o, respectively. For
experimentally acquired images of actual applicators, the residual 2D registration error
was less than 1.8 mm for each image-pair corresponding to about 1 mm positioning
accuracy at isocenter with a total computation time of less than 1.5 min on a 1 GHz
processor.
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Conclusion: This work describes a novel, accurate, fast and completely automatic
method to localize radio-opaque applicators of arbitrary shape from measured 2D x-ray
projections. Our results demonstrate ~1 mm accuracy while compared against the
measured applicator projections. No lateral film is needed. By localizing the applicator
internal structure as well as radioactive sources, the effect of intra- and inter-applicator
attenuation can be included in the resultant dose calculations. Further validation tests
using clinically acquired tandem and colpostats images will be performed for the accurate
and robust applicator/sources localization in ICB patients.
Key words: Intracavitary Brachytherapy Applicators, Localization, Generalized Iterative
Forward Projection Matching, Cone-beam CT, X-ray projections.
I. INTRODUCTION
Despite more than a century of routine clinical use, intracavitary brachytherapy
(ICB) treatment planning for gynecological malignancies continues to be dominated by
the six-decade old practice of using orthogonal 2D radiographs to localize the radioactive
sources in the patient.1 Because this process involves manual drawing of the source
positions on films or digital images; it is time consuming and may be error prone.
Tandem sources are difficult to visualize in the 30% of cases for larger patient (thickness
greater than 38 cm) due to poor lateral radiograph quality while the colpostats edges are
almost always obscured in the lateral view because of the pelvic bone and the overlap of
the two colpostats.2 Brachytherapy applicators have complex internal structures3-6, the
pose (position and orientation) of which relative to the patient’s anatomy needs to be
determined for more accurate dose evaluation via Monte Carlo simulation5-10 or utilizing
AcurosTM (Transpire, Inc., Gig Harbor, WA), a grid-based Boltzmann solver algorithm to
account for dose perturbations due to inhomogeneities.
The conventional ICB clinical workflow involves moving and repositioning the
patient with applicator insert on the fan beam CT table often inaccurately and then
returning the patient to the treatment room. This can result in patient discomfort and large
(up to 10.4 mm) uncertainties due to moving the applicators relative to the central pelvic
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organs.11 Also, it does not allow for altering and optimizing the treatment plan intraoperatively. In order to obtain a true intra-operative optimized plan, one must
automatically identify the 3D pose of the applicator and source position with respect to
the patient 3D anatomy in near real time. Brachytherapy procedure tables equipped with
intra-operative 3D cone-beam CT (CBCT) or planar imaging systems have the potential
to support more accurate source localization, intra-operative correction of implants, and
more accurate post-implant dose evaluation without moving or repositioning the patient.
However, the 3D CT method is severely hampered by metal streaking artifacts, time
required to manually segment or threshold the applicator surface, and limited spatial
resolution due to slice thickness effects. The ACUITY CBCT imaging system in our
procedure room requires over two minutes to acquire CBCT images12 and can not
provide useful images with the metal applicators in the field of view.
The problem of localizing applicators is closely related to the problem of metal
streaking artifacts. The widely-used shielded vaginal applicators13-14 are known to cause
severe streaking artifacts limiting the value of CT imaging for segmenting critical organs
at risk relative to the implanted applicators. Over the past few decades, the problem of
metal artifact suppression has been studied extensively by restoring the missing
information’s in the sinogram region either using interpolation techniques15-18 or
registering a prior metal-free CT images.19 Another more general approach is to use
iterative solutions. The alternating minimization (AM) and other iterative statistical
algorithms20-21 can provide artifact-free CT images of the soft tissues near implanted
foreign metal bodies; provided that a priori model of the metal object, including its pose,
shape, and attenuation map is essential when using AM image reconstruction to suppress
metal streaking artifacts. The iterative forward projection matching (IFPM) approach22-24
contributes to this solution by using high spatial resolution projections, rather than streaklimited CT images for applicator localization and by making accurate applicator pose
estimates available as an input to the iterative reconstruction algorithm.
Because the spatial resolution of the applicators in the 2D image planes is
superior to CT, reconstructing applicators from radiographic images can address some of
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the problems associated with the post-operative CT as described above. This can be done
using the ACUITY imaging system in the brachytherapy treatment room with applicator
reconstruction from measured 2D CBCT projections. To accomplish these goals, we have
further generalized the IFPM (gIFPM) algorithm22-24 from five degree-of-freedom needed
to reconstruct permanent implant seed centroids and orientations, to the six degree-offreedom needed to reconstruct the 3D pose of arbitrary-shaped objects from the measured
2D x-ray projections. The applicator model is a fine mesh of discrete points derived from
a complex combinatorial geometric (CCG) modeling5 of the actual applicators. Each
applicator model has three translational and three rotational degrees of freedom. The
parameterized 3D applicator model was forward projected on the 2D detector planes
using CBCT projection geometry and then adjusted iteratively to match with the
measured images. In this approach, each applicator model moves independent of the
others in the 3D space. The numerical simulation studies with tandem and colpostats
were performed to demonstrate the proof of concepts of this method. Also, we used
measured images of the actual applicator configurations to experimentally validate the
new algorithm in a clinical setting.
II. MATERIALS AND METHODS
A. Example shielded applicator system
A low dose-rate (LDR) manual afterloading system using

137

Cs sources loaded
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into Weeks CT-compatible Fletcher-Suit applicator is used in this study [see Figure 1
(a)]. The applicators consist of thin-walled central tandem and aluminum colpostats. The
volume based CCG modeling code5 was used to obtain the initial estimate of the 3D pose
of the applicator models (i.e., mathematical representation of the applicator models
including internal structure as well as outer surface). Given a completed geometric
model, the code package supports point and segment classification as well as advanced
ray tracing through the applicator components. As shown in Figure 1 (b), detailed 2D
images of the 3D geometric models of each applicator component were generated by
using CBCT projection geometry. It uses set theoretic definitions of region boundary,
interior, and exterior, and complex regions as set-theoretic unions, intersections and
differences of the complex regions (i.e., mathematically defined geometric objects). Such
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complex modeling of the applicator geometry is essential to obtain partial transmission
through the applicator components and to obtain accurate Monte Carlo dose distributions.

(a)

(b)

Fig.1. (a) Close-up photograph of the Fletcher-Weeks CT-compatible after-loadable colpostats and one of
the tandems used in this study, (b) computed CBCT projections of the 3D tandem and right colpostat
models, where the image background represent uniform elliptical water cylinder. The image intensity
values represent an arbitrary integer number assigned to each material in the model.

B. Generalized IFPM algorithm and initial estimates
The IFPM algorithm22-24 was further generalized to accurately localize ICB
applicators of known metal body shape, known materials but unknown locations and
orientations inside the 3D anatomy using only a few CBCT projection images.
The generalized IFPM algorithm requires six pose parameters to fully describe
each of the N applicators k  1, , N (typically N = 3 for tandem and colpostats) in the

world coordinate system (WCS) which takes as its origin the isocenter of the imaging
system and has X, Y, Z directions defined by the x axis is left-right, the y axis is anteriorposterior, and the z axis is superior-inferior direction, for a patient in supine position with
feet pointing away from the gantry stand. For the k-th applicator,  t x , t y , t z , ,  ,  

k

where, t k   t x , t y , t z  denotes the WCS coordinates of origin of the k-th applicator’s local
k

coordinate system and the three equal-spaced angles Θ k   ,  ,  k describe its
orientation of this local coordinate system in WCS relative to CBCT isocenter around the
x, y, z axes, respectively. Each applicator is described by a fine mesh of Qk points:
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rk  rik |

rik  Ak , i  1,  , Qk  derived from the CCG applicator model when Θ k  

and t k   described in the previous section. Typically, a mesh of 1 × 1 × 1 mm3 is used.
A model of the CBCT projection geometry is made and positioned at M locations and
orientations (gantry angles for ACUITY) specified by translation and rotation matrices
for each image viewpoint. In the extrinsic detector model, the orientation of each
isocentric projection in the world coordinate frame is defined by the angles  , , 
which describe rotations of the detector image plane around the x, y, z axes, respectively.
The detector model is parameterized by describing its magnification, image center, image
size and pixel resolution for each image viewpoint. The source to isocenter and isocenter
to the detector distances are denoted by the symbols S and D, respectively.
The mesh of discrete points, rk derived from a CCG modeling5 of the actual
applicator, needs to be done only once. For a candidate pose,  t k , Θ k  , we obtain the
rotated and translated set of mesh points,

r |  t
'

k



, Θ k   rik' | rik'   R . . (Θ k )  rik  t k , rik  Ak , i  1, , Qk
k



(1)

where, the rotation matrix  R . . (Θ k )  is derived in the appendix. Each point in

rik'  r |  t k , Θ k k is projected onto the detector plane defined by gantry angle  , giving
rise to a 2D coordinate position P  rik'    uik' , vik'  where P  r  denotes the continuous


coordinates of the point r in 3D space projected into the detector plane for a gantry angle
of  . Then, we obtain the computed binary image of the N applicators,





I 0 u , v | r  t k , Θ k k , , corresponding to the initial set of pose estimates, r  t k , Θ k k ,

by setting to unity all those detector pixels  u , v  that contain one or more projected
points  uik' , vik'  from one of the applicator mesh projections and zero elsewhere. More


explicitly, the discretized applicator image pixels intensity is given by,
1
I 0  u, v | rk , Θk  ,   
0

if  i, k such that for rik  r |  t k , Θk k , P  ri ,k   u, v
if not.

(2)
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where u , v denotes the set of 2D coordinates contained with the detector pixel indexed
by u and v . The binary mask representation of the projected applicator is then blurred by
convolving it with 2D Gaussian blurring function with a standard deviation, σ. For a set
of N applicators projected from the world frame then the total computed image is,
Ic  u, v | rk , Θk  , ,  

 I u

uik' ,vik'

0

'
ik

2
2
, vik' | rk , Θk ,  exp   u  uik'  2 2   v  vik'  2 2 



(3)

where  uik' , vik'  denote the center spatial coordinates of the image plane pixel indexed by
u and v. The main purpose of the Gaussian blurring is to create a continuous-value
grayscale image to which a gradient-driven iterative search process can be applied. In the
absence of any blurring on the images, large areas of the intensity map would have zero
intensity, providing no gradient to guide the similarity minimization search. The blurring
creates “source attractive” potential well around each applicator with tails extending
beyond the applicator footprint, causing computed applicator images to be pulled towards
measured applicator images, and accelerating the convergence of the iterative
minimization search.
The overall similarity metric, SSQD is the total of the pixel-by-pixel sum of the
squared intensity differences for all M computed, I c  u , v | rk , Θ k  ,  ,  and the
experimentally acquired (measured) blurred I m  u , v |  ,  applicator image pairs,

SSQD rk , Θ k  |  ,  

   I  u , v | r
c

u ,v

k

, Θ k  ,  ,   I m  u , v |  ,  

2

(4)

The applicator poses parameters, rk , Θ k  , are iteratively updated by simultaneously
adjusting poses of all applicators, computing updated images I c  u , v | rk , Θ k  ,  ,  , and
re-evaluating the objective function, Equation (4). The pose updates are calculated from
the first derivatives of SSQD with respect to each degree of freedom. For example, the
derivative with respect to the x-coordinate of the k-th applicator was computed as
follows;



  SSQD xk  2 Ic  u, v | rk , Θk  , ,  Im  u, v |  ,  Ic  u, v | rk , Θk  , , xk 
  u,v


(5)
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Because the image grayscale intensities are represented entirely by the Gaussian blurring
function, each grayscale partial derivative, such as I c  u , v | rk , Θ k  ,  ,  xk , was
calculated analytically for each applicator pixel (u,v) and found the best gradients. That
is, to provide a single derivative with respect to each degree of freedom for
updating rk , Θ k  , I c  u , v  xk was averaged over all pixels  u, v  contained within the
shadow of the k-th arbitrary-shape applicator model (i.e., I c  u, v  xk and so on).
Similarly, we computed the first derivatives of SSQD with respect to all other spatial and
angular coordinates. Detailed derivations of the gradient calculation can be found in
appendix.
After computing the gradients, the free parameters were updated using a nonlinear
gradient search method22 that combines steepest descent gradient search with a parabolic
approximation of the SSQD surface around the global minimum. The process iteratively
refines the 3D applicator pose parameters until the closet match between computed and
measured projections is achieved. The computed and measured images should have the
same imaging geometry, image size and pixel resolution. Each three pairs of computed
and measured images datasets with corresponding imaging parameters are required for
one reconstruction process. In this way, the voxelized 3D geometric model of arbitrary
shape was integrated into the forward projection matching method for computing the 2D
projection images of the 3D ICB applicators, iteratively.
C. Validation via simulated applicator models
Numerical simulation studies were performed to demonstrate the feasibility of our
approach. The 3D geometry of the Fletcher-Weeks tandem and colpostats was modeled
as described in §II.A, producing a fine mesh of points to represent the applicator. Two
different types of experiments were performed: (a) applicator reconstruction using
intrauterine tandem only; (b) applicator components reconstruction using the entire
applicator system consisting of bilateral colpostats plus tandem. In these simulation
studies, the true applicator system pose consisted of tandem was placed in the middle of
the field of view; bilateral colpostats were placed on either side of the tandem, had
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equivalent transaxial bisecting planes, and centers 25 mm, 35 mm, and 45 mm apart. This
is the true pose of the applicators configuration which we wished to determine. Using
these applicator configurations, synthetic measured projection images were computed
using the CBCT projection geometry at different gantry angles within ±30o. The
projected applicators on the imaging plane were masked to create the binary bitmap
images. In 3D space, each applicator component was shifted by a displacement ±2.5 mm
in each coordinate axis and rotated ±8o around each rotation axis. This was our initial
estimate. Both the true/synthetic measured and computed images were blurred using 2D
Gaussian blurring function (σ = 3.0 mm to 4.0 mm) with a known intensity distribution.
The source to detector distance was 150 cm and source to object distance was 100 cm.
The images were 288 × 288 pixels square and had a pixel resolution of 0.388 mm/pixel.
Several trials were performed by varying colpostat separation distance from 25 mm to 45
mm.
D. Validation via physical (actual) applicators
To experimentally validate this algorithm, the applicators (tandem and colpostats)
were imaged on a Varian Acuity imaging system (Varian Inc., Palo Alto, CA) which is
used for performing image-guided brachytherapy insertions in our dedicated
brachytherapy suite. Projection images of the actual applicators were acquired in different
gantry angle positions within ±30o using the Varian 4030CB imager. The detector is 40
cm × 30 cm with a 1024 × 768 image size and pixel resolution of 0.388 mm/pixel. The
image post-processing involved a) cropping the images to 576 × 576 pixels square; b)
normalizing the image intensity by finding its maximum and minimum values in the
image; c) morphological top-hat-filtering to suppress the background; and d) automatic
thresholding using the 3-standard deviation value of the pixel intensity histogram to
create binary applicator images in each projection in order to separate the applicators
from the background. This process resulted in binary bitmap images with zero intensity in
the background and intensity one over the area of each projected applicator model. The
binary images were then convolved with a 2D Gaussian blurring function chosen from σ
= 3.0 mm to 4.0 mm. An example case of image post-processing is shown in Figure 2.
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Three different experiments were performed by keeping the colpostat separation at 30
mm, 40 mm, and 50 mm, respectively.

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

Fig.2. An example illustrating post-processing of experimentally acquired ACUITY projection images, (a)
raw projection image, (b) top-hat filtered image, (c) binary image, and (d) blurred grayscale image used as
an input to the generalized IFPM algorithm.

Initial estimates of the applicator model were obtained by perturbing the known
3D applicator components, as described earlier. To make the computed projection
images, the perturbed applicators configuration was rotated and translated to each
imaging viewpoint and then projected on the  u, v  detector planes. For each candidate
set of poses, rk , Θ k  , computed applicator images were evaluated as described in §II.B
using the same CCG geometric model.
E. Assessment of the applicator reconstruction/registration error
For the simulation study, the actual known pose of the applicators was used to
benchmark gIFPM. First, the accuracy of each trial was quantified by calculating the
difference between all estimated and the true 3D pose parameters of the each applicator
component. In addition, agreement was qualitatively assessed by calculating the
difference between the measured and final computed images for each gantry angle. In the
second approach, the residual 2D registration error was computed by re-projecting the
applicator pose at convergence onto the 2D image planes, overlaying the computed and
measured applicator projections, and calculating the nearest-neighbor positional
difference between the measured and computed applicator positions in each image plane.
In this approach, for all computed applicator components, we empirically calculated the
applicator center location in each 2D image plane and compared with those obtained
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from the measured applicator components images at convergence. The center of mass
position of the entire tandem was used. For the bilateral colpostats we empirically
calculated the center of mass of the each source position.
For the physical applicator study, there were no ground truth coordinates. The
applicator registration error was computed in terms of residual 2D radial difference
between computed and measured applicator images at convergence in each image plane
as described above.
III. RESULTS
1. Simulated applicator models
Several experiments were performed to test the accuracy and robustness of this
algorithm, including different initial estimates of the digital tandem. Figure 3 (a) shows
one of the convergence rate graphs of the gIFPM for a digital tandem, and (b) shows
reconstructed 3D view overlaid with the true/measured tandem. This case required 9
iterations (Gaussian width, σ = 3.6 mm) with a total computation time of less than 40
second on a 1 GHz processor. The error in positional and angular pose components was
found to be (0.32, 0.46, -0.37) mm and (1.03, 0.87, 1.16) o, respectively.

(a)

(b)

Fig.3. Results of a simulation of tandem localization by gIFPM. (a) The similarity metric score vs. iteration
number and (b) point-by-point overlay of the reconstructed tandem (black) with the true/ synthetic
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measured tandem (green), demonstrating near coincidence achieved by the 3D/2D gIFPM registration
process.

Figure 4 shows an example of the iterative matching process for simulated full
ICB applicator system, i.e., intrauterine tandem and bilateral colpostats. The three
projections have gantry angles of 0, ±30. The small difference in Figure 4 (d) shows
very good agreement between the measured and computed binary images at convergence,
including reproducing overlapping applicator components.
Table I. Accuracy of gIFPM reconstructed poses for 3 simulated full applicator system configurations. The
difference for the each applicator component position and orientation coordinates is reported.
Separation
between the
colpostats (mm)

Image
viewpoint
used (o)

25

0, -30, +30

35

0, +20, -20

45

0, -30, +30

Applicator
components

Tandem
R. colpostats
L. colpostats
Tandem
R. colpostats
L. colpostats
Tandem
R. colpostats
L. colpostats

gIFPM vs. true applicator pose
Difference in applicator
Difference in applicator
position (mm)
orientation (o)
Δx
Δy
Δz
Δα
Δβ
Δ
0.41
0.59
-0.38
-0.98
0.78
1.86
0.18
-0.56
0.48
2.03
1.71
-0.89
-0.38
-0.48
0.61
-0.85
2.04
1.95
0.15
-0.37
0.46
0.89
0.95
-0.86
-0.32
-0.15
0.36
1.56
-0.74
1.62
-0.28
0.54
-0.51
-0.87
1.42
0.73
-0.18
0.27
0.34
-0.86
-0.64
-0.72
0.14
0.18
-0.35
0.46
0.58
0.65
-0.20
0.34
0.52
0.87
1.06
-0.56

In Figure 5 we show the cost function convergence as a function of iteration
number for all three simulated example cases. All test trials converged in 10 to 12
iterations (Gaussian width, σ = 3.8 mm) with a total computation time of about 1.5 min on
a 1 GHz processor. The comparison is summarized for all three cases in Table I. In all
trials the difference errors were less than 1 mm and 2o for each of the positional and
angular coordinates, respectively.
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gantry
angle
0o

-30o

+30o

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

Fig.4. An illustration of the iterative convergence process for a simulated implant consisting of tandem and
bilateral colpostats for a 25 mm colpostat separation; Column (a) initial estimate of the applicator
configuration, (b) computed images at convergence, (c) the true/synthetic measured images, and (d)
difference between (b) and (c), where the rows represents different gantry angles. The red line in the 3rd
row indicates that the reference of the initial estimate with respect to the measured images in (c). The
generalized IFPM algorithm was able to reproduce each applicator pose, as well as overlapping
components.

Large numbers of experiments were performed using different gantry angle
combinations as well as different initial starting configurations of the applicator models
in the course of this study. Theoretically, one should expect SSQD = 0 at the
convergence, i.e., all computed applicators images exactly match with those measured.
However, from Figure 5, for the combined-applicators geometries, it is evident that the
SSQD does not exactly converge to zero (i.e. less than 3% difference between measured
and computed applicators images), showing less than optimal convergence (i.e., trapping
in local minima). That means if the initial estimate of the applicators configuration is far
apart from the measured configuration there is a chance of less than optimal matching.
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Finite width of the detector pixel size may also affect the convergence rate of gIFPM
algorithm (i.e., larger the pixel size less than optimal the convergence).

Fig.5. The similarity metric score vs. iteration number for the generalized IFPM algorithm for the three
simulated full ICB applicator configurations.

2. Validation test with measured images
Several experiments were performed using projection images of the actual
intrauterine tandem and bilateral colpostats acquired from the ACUITY digital simulator
to validate this algorithm. An example of the reconstructed applicators projected onto the
imaging planes is presented in Figure 6 when using colpostat separation of 40 mm. In this
case, the residual 2D registration error in computed vs. measured applicators image at
each gantry angle were less than 1 mm for the intrauterine tandem and about 1.5 mm for
the bilateral colpostats.
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(b)

(a)

(c)

Fig.6. Superposition of experimentally acquired binary images (white) with automatically reconstructed
applicators positions (black) projected onto the detector planes, (a) 0o gantry angle, (b) -30o gantry angle,
and (c) +30o gantry angle, respectively when using 40 mm colpostat separation. The applicator registration
error was less than 1 mm for the intrauterine tandem and about 1.5 mm for the bilateral colpostats on each
image plane.
Table II. The residual 2D registration error between computed and measured applicator projection in
terms of 2D radial difference in each image plane. The center of mass position of the entire tandem is
reported, whereas center of mass of the source position is empirically calculated for the right- and left
colpostats.
Applicator
gIFPM vs. measured applicator position: 2D residual error (mm)
Separation
components
between the
measured
colpostats (mm)
gantry = 0o
gantry = -30o
gantry = +30o
30

40

50

Tandem
R. colpostats
L. colpostats
Tandem
R. colpostats
L. colpostats
Tandem
R. colpostats
L. colpostats

0.88
0.93
1.25
0.67
1.14
0.96
0.58
0.87
0.72

1.12
1.88
1.75
0.89
1.46
1.67
0.91
1.46
1.58

1.16
1.57
1.93
0.78
1.81
1.66
0.75
1.42
1.54

Table II shows the residual 2D registration error between the measured and computed
applicator components in each image plane. In all cases, the majority of the 2D radial
difference of the applicator registration error was about 1.5 mm or less and no error
exceeded 2.0 mm in the detector plane. These preliminary results indicated that good
agreement between measured and computed applicators images.
IV. DISCUSSION
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A novel IFPM algorithm has been successfully extended to more complex six
degree-of-freedom problem of automatically reconstructing the 3D pose of radio-opaque
non-symmetric objects (e.g., ICB applicators) from measured 2D projections. No lateral
film is required. With further testing and integration into the clinical workflow, our
gIFPM has the potential to support real-time, robust, and unsupervised reconstruction of
implanted object pose for the purpose of supporting intra-operative ICB planning, dose
evaluation, or plan adaptation.
Several methods are available for automatically localizing ICB sources and
applicators from 3D CT studies4, 7, 25 including brachytherapy catheters reconstruction.26
The plastic applicators developed by Schoeppel et al.25, does not produce streaking
artifacts in the CT images and has the ability to shield portions of the bladder and rectum
by retaining through the use of tungsten alloy shields which are after-loadable with the
radioactive sources. However, the physical size of the applicators geometry was too
large. An approach developed by Lerma and Williamson7 in which a 3D rigid model of
the external applicator shape is rigidly registered to the corresponding surface manually
contoured in the reconstructed CT images. For typical ICB applicator orientations, they
demonstrated that the localization accuracy was about 1/3 the slice thickness. Because 2D
projection image resolution is superior to that of 3D CBCT, gIFPM has the potential to
reconstruct 3D applicator poses more accurately than the 3D CT method. Another
advantage of gIFPM over the 3D CBCT method is that the latter requires acquisition and
reconstruction of entire 3D image, which currently requires 2 to 4 minutes for the Varian
ACUITY system plus repositioning of the patient to enable a 180o sinogram acquisition
orbit, compared few seconds for acquiring 3 projections within 30 degrees of an en face
anterior view.
Another 2D radiographic approach developed by Li et al.27, is based on
identifying several corresponding landmark points on the 2D projections, which allows
the pose of the object to be reconstructed. gIFPM can be viewed as a generalization of
this process which does not require manual identification of landmark points and uses all
information available in the applicator footprint. Because of the excellent soft-tissue
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contrast, MRI-based applicator reconstruction28-30 could be the future trend. However, as
it is now, the cost associated with intra-operative MRI in brachytherapy suite causes their
installation to be uncommon and MR-compatible applicators are expensive themselves.
For ICB applicators containing high-atomic number structural (steel, brass) or
shielding materials (tungsten alloys), the often cause severe metal streaking artifacts13-14
further challenge the 3D CT method. Such artifacts reduce the accuracy of applicator
body delineation as well as difficult in visualization of the soft tissue organ boundaries
and introduce large error in the dose calculations, clearly hindering integration of CT into
the planning process. The streaking artifacts are sufficient to defeat deformable image
registration, commonly use for image-guided procedures. Our six parameter model
exploits 3D pose of the each applicator component using few CBCT projections
sinogram. In the future, we therefore plan to use the accurate 3D pose of each applicator
component into the CT images reconstruction process. That is after extracting the actual
metal object boundaries from the sinogram region, we can recover the missing softtissues information’s obscured by the ICB applicators either from pre-operative metalfree projections19 or using AM reconstruction algorithm20-21 to suppress the metal
streaking artifacts.
To improve the accuracy of the applicator localization validation study, we plan
to design a precision-machined pelvic phantom that house ICB applicators and test the
gIFPM performance against a more realistic ground truth. Also, the dependence of
convergence rate and accuracy on the initial estimate needs more extensive investigation.
Our current IFPM implementation is limited to estimating the 3D applicator pose.
Incorporating geometric uncertainties such as gantry angle inaccuracy and detector
displacement and orientation into the estimation model is an area of future development.
The algorithm could also be extended to other types of objects, e.g., stirrups, retractors,
and table supports, including parameters to describe flex or internal motion within the
applicators, partial transmission objects, and matching of un-segmented grayscale images
are fruitful avenues for future development.
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V. CONCLUSION
We have presented a new approach to brachytherapy applicator localization,
gIFPM that we believe to be the first fully automatic approach described in the literature
able to accurately recover the orientation as well as location of individual applicator
components using few 2D x-ray projections. By localizing the applicator internal
structure and the sources, the effect of intra- and inter-applicator attenuation can be
included in the resultant Monte Carlo or other dose calculations. Based on both simulated
and actual applicator models, the localization errors were less than 1.5 mm and 2 for
orientation angles. By incorporating six degrees of freedom search capability, the IFPM
approach, can be extended to pose estimation of any shape radio-opaque object that can
be geometrically modeled. The gIFPM algorithm is fast and has the potential to support
intra-operative dose reconstruction and adaptive replanning. In combination with
advanced image-reconstruction algorithms, accurate 3D localization of metal attenuation
maps in the patient could contribute to mitigation of metal artifact streaking artifacts.
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APPENDIX: ANALYTIC GRADIENT OF THE SIMILARITY, SSQD WITH
RESPECT TO SIX DEGREES OF FREEDOM OF THE APPLICATOR MODEL
For each of the i-th coordinates of the k-th applicator model in the rotated and translated
CT frame,
(A1)
r ' |  t k , Θk   rik' | rik'  R . . (Θk ) rik  t k , rik  Ak , i  1,, Qk
k





Rewriting equation (A1) more explicitly,
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where,

R11 R12 R13 cos cos  cos sin  sin  sin cos cos sin  cos  sin sin
R..   R21 R22 R23  sin cos  sin sin  sin  cos cos sin sin  cos  cos sin

 

k
R31 R32 R33k  sin 
k
cos  sin
cos  cos
is the complete rotation matrix. The complete rotation matrix was obtained by taking the
product of the three rotation matrices defined in the world coordinate system, for each
image viewpoint. No translation is applied (i.e., t k  0 ). The equation (A2) can be written
as,
xk'   R11.xi k   R12. yi k   R13.zi k 

yk'   R 21.xi k   R 22. yi k   R 23.zi k 

zk'   R31.xi k   R32. yi k   R33.zi k 

(A3)

Rewriting equation (A2) more explicitly,
xk'   cos .cos .xi k   cos .sin .sin.yi  sin .cos.yi k   cos .sin .cos.zi  sin .sin.zi k 

yk'   sin .cos .xi k   sin .sin .sin.yi  cos .cos.yi k   sin .sin .cos.zi  cos.sin.zi k  (A4)

zk'   sin .xi k   cos .sin.yi k   cos .cos.zi k

The applicator models in the rotated CT frame project to the detector plane  u, v  are
given by,

u

'
ik

, vik'   M  zk'  xk' , yk' 

(A5)

where, M k   S  D S  zk'  is the magnification factor, which is different for each point
mesh; S and D are the source-to-isocenter and isocenter-to-detector distances,
respectively. Since, the brachytherapy applicator has non-rotational symmetry (i.e.,
arbitrary shape) around the axis of rotation; we computed one derivative per point per
applicator per degree of freedom and found the best derivative for that degree of freedom.
From equation (3), the image grayscale gradient for x-degree of freedom was calculated
as follows,
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where, g  u  uik' , v  vik' |    exp   u  uik'  2 2   v  vik'  2 2  ,  is the gantry angle


2

2

and Θ k related to the original pose variables  α, β, γ k in the 3D space.
Finally, from equations (A3) and (A5), using chain rule, we get,

 S  z  

 R 21   R31 y  S  z   



uik' xik  M k  R11   R31 xk'

'
k

vik' xik  M k

'
k

'
k

(A7)

and similarly for the y and z coordinates of each applicator model. The analytical
gradient of the similarity, SSQD with respect to α-angle coordinate for each applicator
model was calculated from equation (4) as follows,



 SSQD k  2 Ic  u, v | rk , Θk  ,,  Im  u, v | ,  Ic  u, v | rk , Θk  ,, k  (A8)
  u,v

Again, from equation (3) we have computed the image grayscale gradient with respect to
α-degree of freedom,
Ic  u, v | rk , Θk  , ,  k 
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Finally, from equations (A4) and (A5), using chain rule, we get,

uik' k  Mk  cos sin  cos  sin  sin yi,k   cos sin  sin  sin cos zi,k
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Similarly, we have computed analytical gradient of SSQD with respect to β and -angle
coordinates of each applicator model and obtained the best derivatives (i.e., uik'  k ,
vik'  k and so on).
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